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Our purposely designed demanding, flowing technical layouts with 
special medium abrasion tarmac and no noise restrictions have 
regularly helped develop the “best”, from drivers’ riders and race 
teams for over 20 years. 
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manufactures. 
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Dear 


Top 50 ranking and our 
bumper Christmas special 


What a season of motorsport we’ve had. The Formula 1 campaign 
turned out to be much closer and more interesting than expected, 
we got a new World Rally champion, titles shared in the burgeoning 
World Endurance Championship, and plenty of good racing - not 
to mention controversy - in series as far ranging as NASCAR, 
Formula E and the British Touring Car Championship. 

We've looked at all these series and more to put together our 
traditional Top 50 drivers of the year (page 15). As ever, we’ve tried 
to balance the drivers’ performances with the level of the series and 
competition they faced, as well as the machinery at their disposal. 
We've also tried to spread the festive joy across the disciplines. 

This double issue has plenty more to offer, including our selection 
of the best motorsport images from 2024 (p44), Christmas quiz (p70), 
the weird and wonderful of motorsport launches (p72), and the 
highlights from another busy season on the UK scene (p106). And 
that’s before we mention our free 60-page F1 review supplement... 


e Regular readers will know that this issue also represents the end 
of an era for Autosport - and the start of a new one (p13). As part of 
our 75th birthday celebrations in 2025, the magazine is becoming 

a monthly, with the first issue set to appear on 23 January. Many 
thanks to those who have contacted the editorial team directly - 
and to all of you who have supported us over the years. We hope you 
will continue to do so in 2025 and beyond, and enjoy what we come 
up with. In the meantime, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


> LOOK OUT 
FOR OUR 


NEXT ISSUE 


Kevin Turner 
Chief Editor 23 January 


kevin.turner@autosport.com 
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The story of a surprising 
Formula 1 season kicks 
off Autosport’s free 
review supplement, 
which also includes 

our top 10 drivers, tech 
analysis, best GP drives 
and much, much more. 
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Pirelli addresses tyre 


ABU DHABI TIMES 


e e e 1 Charles Leclerc (Ferrari) 1m23.510s 
gripes in final test day 2 eats) at 
3 George Russell (Mercedes) 1m23.789s 
4  NicoHulkenberg (Sauber) 1m23.856s 
Pirelli’s new Formula i] tyre compounds for 5 Andrea Kimi Antonelli (Mercedes) 1m23.873s 
2025 received a final sign-off at Abu Dhabi’s 6 Ayumulwasa (RB) 1m24.100s 
post-season test last week. While Charles 
. . . . s) 
Leclerc was quickest in his Ferrari, the W -Petod Ward (Mclaten) Haters 
Yas Marina track featured several drivers 8 JackDoohan (Alpine) 1m24.268s 
getting down to work with their new teams. a> Spauiaeantalnes sauaeee 
Pirelli head of motorsport Mario Isola es ee eee 
expressed satisfaction that progress had — ; 10 Esteban Ocon (Haas) 1m24.305s 
been made pp eteas where Hite Italian saaay . 11 Luke Browning (Williams) 1m24.375s 
supplier had been criticised. “They were FrFsA 
running in higher temperatures [than 12 Ryo Hirakawa (Haas) 1m24.435s 
the race weekend], so the fact that the 13 LiamLawson(RB) 1m24.440s 
overheating was similar is good news 
. ll . . 
because that means in comparable iedadjan who daveRncdeall 14 Arthur Leclerc (Ferrari) 1m24.576s 
conditions it is probably less,” said Isola. set for promotion to F1? i 15 Isack Hadjar (Red Bull) 1m24.632s 
“Abrasion is lower. That is another element , 
2 4 16 LandoNorris (McLaren) 1m24.678s 
we wanted to improve, because this year we 
had some graining, and we wanttoreduce you require quite a lot of traction, the 17 Yuki Tsunoda (Red Bull) 1m24.689s 
the graining. We also tested all the five degradation is high since lap one. If we aeMeannielponiete ube levies 
compounds and the delta between the five confirm from the data this indication, it 
compounds seems to be quite well spaced.” means that we have to consider the races 19 Oscar Piastri (McLaren) 1m24.838s 
Pirelli also gave its all-new C6 compound where we're going to select the C6.” 20 Jak Crawford |AstonMartin} 1m24,997s 
arun at the Yas Marina circuit. This, the The test was a first opportunity for Carlos ; ; 
softest of the range, has been designed Sainz to sample the Williams after his switch 7! FelipeDrugovich(Aston Martin) =——_1m25.014s 
to spice up the racing at a specific range from Ferrari, with the Spaniard long topping 22 Frederik Vesti (Mercedes) 1m25.159s 
of lower-degradation street circuits the times until finally being demoted by his . 
23 Antonio Fuoco (Ferrari) 1m25.238s 


including Monaco, Las Vegas, Montreal 


former team-mate Leclerc. George Russell 


was third in the Mercedes ahead of Nico 
Hulkenberg on his return to Sauber. 

After sitting out the morning session, 
Mercedes’ 2025 rookie Andrea Kimi 
Antonelli completed 62 laps to finish fifth. 
Esteban Ocon, meanwhile, took his first 
miles in the Haas after departing Alpine 
on the eve of the Abu Dhabi GP. Formula 2 
champion Gabriel Bortoleto (Sauber) 
also received a full day of testing to 
prepare for his 2025 debut, while Yuki 
Tsunoda finally made his first testing 
appearance in a Red Bull F1 car. 


and Marina Bay. The new compound only 
lasted half a lap in Abu Dhabi, with many 
teams reporting significant overheating on 
their first flying lap. And while the tyres 
were never designed for the Gulf circuit, 
Isola did concede that more analysis 

was required to find out where the 

new rubber could be used in 2025. 

“The C6 was working a bit better than 
the C5 for some of them, but similar for 
others,” explained Isola. “The feeling was 
that it was working well in the first part of 
the circuit, but in the third sector, where 


Other notable names included F2 runner- 
up Isack Hadjar, who is tipped to be called 
up to RB for 2025 in the expectation that 
Liam Lawson will replace Sergio Perez at 
Red Bull. The Frenchman sampled the Red 
Bull RB20 in Abu Dhabi. McLaren IndyCar 
star Pato O’Ward was afforded another day 
in the team’s F1 machinery, while Toyota's 
two-time World Endurance champion 
Ryo Hirakawa received a Haas test 
through the two companies’ tie-up. 


Leclerc led the way on 
F1’s final day of 2024 


7) 
ire} 
Cc) 
<= 
= 
b 
a 
(e) 
a 
7) 
a 
fe) 
E 
fe) 
= 
a 
uu 
CU) 
=) 
= 
= 


4 AUTOSPORT.COM 19-26 DECEMBER 2024 


Magnussen will join 


Vanthoor and Marciello = 


in BMW WEC team © 
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Magnussen takes Wittmann’s place in BMW line-up 
Raffaele Marciellointhe WEC, with Wittmann. Magnussen our drivers spend behind the 
with Robin Frijns, Rene Rast will join the first pairing for wheel of the M Hybrid V8, the 

The main focus of new signing and Sheldon van der Linde the Daytona, Sebring and Road ___sbetter they will get to know its 

Kevin Magnussen’s LMDh continuing in the second car. America enduros, with Frijns handling and the more feedback 

programme with BMW will But the biggest news in last filling the same roll with vander they can provide to our 

be on the World Endurance week's announcement was that Linde and Wittmann. Rast and engineers,” he said. “The goal 

Championship in 2025. The Vanthoor and van der Linde Marciello will be the respective _is to intensify development.” 

ex-Formula 1 racer has taken will pull double duty in the fourth drivers for the Daytona The shake-up means there 

the place of Marco Wittmann, WEC with WRT and the IMSA 24 Hours season-opener. is no place for Jesse Krohn 
who switches over to the SportsCar Championship BMW M Motorsport boss and Connor De Phillippi in the 

IMSA programme as part of with the Rahal team. Andreas Roos explained that IMSA team. Nick Yelloly had 

a downsized driver roster. Vanthoor will share one the manufacturer is striving already departed BMW after 

Magnussen will share one Rahal entry with Philipp Eng, for “optimisation in all areas” signing to drive with the Meyer 
of the two WRT-run M Hybrid while van der Linde will drive and that “means focusing and Shank Racing Acura squad. 

V8s with Dries Vanthoor and the team’s other other M Hybrid _ specialising”. “The more time 


Wurz working 
on Rwandan 
F1 circuit 


Rwanda has formally announced its bid 
to hold a Formula 1 race at a new track 
close to the planned Bugesera airport 
near the capital Kigali. The prospective 
circuit is promising a fast and flowing 
layout that will run through forests 

and around a lake, making full use —_—" 

of the hilly terrain where it is to © Another hilly African 
be constructed. The track is being track: Scheckter wins 
designed by former F1 driver Alexander at Kyalami in 1975 
Wurz, whose company has been at : 
working on the project with the 


OTORSPORTIMAGES 


government for more than a year. about pulling together an event. grand prix,” he said. “I assure you 

The Rwanda push is the culmination Ahead of the FIA’s Prize Gala in Kigali we are approaching this opportunity 
of months of efforts by Fl and the last Friday, the country’s president with the seriousness and commitment 
FIA to bring grand prix racing back to Paul Kagame revealed the ambitions it deserves.” FIA president Mohammed 
the African continent. As revealed by to secure the grand prix. “I am happy Ben Sulayem also met with Rwandan 
Autosport in August, Fl CEO Stefano to formally announce that Rwanda sports minister Richard Nyirishema 
Domenicali has been in talks with is bidding to bring the thrill of racing at the Prize Gala. 
representatives of Rwanda for a while back to Africa, by hosting a Formula 1 
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FIA reveals cheaper, 
slower rally future 


WRC 


The FIA has revealed the 
pathway for the World Rally 
Championship with the 
release of the 2027 technical 
regulations and a new 
points system to be 
introduced next year. 

From 2027 the WRC will 
welcome more versatile 
and cheaper cars built toa 
€345,000 cost cap in a bid to 
encourage more teams and 
manufacturers to compete. 
The regulations, known 
as WRC27, will operate 
over a 10-year cycle. 

Cost reduction has been 
a key element of the new 
ruleset after the current 
Rallyl cars’ spiralled to 
almost €1million. These 
savings will be achieved 
through component cost 
specifications. Running costs 
for teams are set to be cut by 
limiting personnel, reducing 
logistics and transport costs, 
and increasing the use 


of local facilities. 

The Rally1 cars will 
continue to be based around 
the current spaceframe 
chassis, which will now 
accommodate a range of 
powertrains, including the 
internal combustion engine, 
hybrid and full electric. 

The cars will be much 
closer to the current Rally2 
cars, powered by a Rally2 
engine and featuring 
that class’s brake and 
transmission package. 
Autosport understands 
that the speed of the 2027 
cars will be slower than the 
current Rally1 and closer to 
the pace of the top-tier WRC 
cars used from 2012-16. 

Bodywork from almost 
any scaled production car 
can be fitted to the safety 
cell, meaning hatchbacks 
could compete against 
saloons and SUVs. There 
is also scope for cars to run 
in both WRC and the World 
Rallycross Championship. 


McKLEIN 


The FIA also announced 
a revamped version of its 
controversial points system 
for 2025 to offer more value 
to rally winners. 

Saturday points have been 
removed and replaced with 
a 25-17-15-12-10-8-6-4-2-1 
system awarded at the end 
of the rally to the top 10 
finishers. The Super Sunday 


Manufacturer count 
has been low amid 
high Rally1 costs 
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format remains but instead 
of the top seven picking up 
points across that day’s 
classification it is now 
5-4-3-2-1 for the top five. The 
5-4-3-2-1 Power Stage points 
will continue to be on offer. 
It means that 35 points can 
be scored across a rally, 

five more than in 2024. 

TOM HOWARD 


Bearman run cut short as O’Sullivan joins test 


SUPER FORMULA KCMG, was third fastest in the morning 
session on the final day devoted to rookies, 
behind Igor Fraga of Nakajima Racing and 
his fellow KCMG driver, Super Formula 
Lights ace Seita Nonaka. While the 

test was primarily for Bearman to learn 
Suzuka before April’s Japanese Grand Prix, 
he was disappointed that the gremlins 
intervened. “I’m a bit sad I couldn't run on 
new tyres again because I was building up 


my confidence and it would have been 
a nice thing to do,” he said. 

Williams F1 junior O’Sullivan was at the 
wheel on the same day for Kondo Racing. 
The Toyota team has a potential vacancy 
alongside Kenta Yamashita for 2025, with 
Kazuto Kotaka looking certain to leave. 
“It’s a sidestep from F2, but it’s a very 
competitive championship, which is 
attractive for drivers coming from Europe,” 
he said. “I really enjoyed today, but there are 
a few other things on the table, so let’s see.” 

The three days of testing were headed 
by Honda team Dandelion Racing’s duo, 
with Tadasuke Makino fastest from 
Kakunoshin Ohta. Brazilian Fraga, who 
is the overwhelming favourite to take 
over the Nakajima drive of the retiring 
Naoki Yamamoto, was fifth overall 
with his time from the rookie day. 

GB3 race winner James Hedley was 
another Briton to take part in the test, 
joining O’Sullivan in the Kondo line-up 
and lapping just 0.049 seconds slower. 
JAMIE KLEIN 


While Haas Formula 1 new recruit Ollie 
Bearman’s Super Formula test at Suzuka 
last week was hit by a turbo failure, 
another race winner from Formula 2 
made an unexpected appearance, with 
Zak O’Sullivan saying that a switch to 
Japan is a target for the 2025 season. 
Bearman, driving with Toyota team 
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FORMULA 4 Sebastian Wheldon, son of the late IndyCar hero Dan, caused a sensation at Yas Marina last weekend 
when he won on his F4 debut. The 15-year-old, who has been testing in Europe with Prema Racing since competing in 
this year’s USF Juniors series, rocked up with Prema-run Mumbai Falcons Racing for the final round of the three-event 
Formula Trophy UAE mini-series. Wheldon claimed pole, lost out to team-mate Chi Zhenrui at his first standing start, 
then passed the Chinese to win. The Andretti junior was fourth in race two, won by Alpine F1 protege Kabir Anurag. 
Kai Daryanani claimed the title from the absent Rashid Al Dhaheri. Photograph by Formula Trophy UAE 


Martin to race 
lron Lynx Merc 


WEC 


Maxime Martin has joined the Mercedes 
GT3 driver pool on his departure from 
BMW, and the first full programme 
announced for the Belgian is an attack 
on the World Endurance Championship 
with the Iron Lynx squad. 

Mercedes will become the third 
manufacturer for which the 38-year-old 
has driven, after two stints at BMW that 
sandwiched five years with Aston Martin. 
He stated that he is hoping to “achieve 
great things” with his new employer: “The 
journey ahead will be full of challenges, 
but I am ready and eager to face them.” 

The announcement that Martin, an 
overall winner at the Spa 24 Hours and 
a class victor at Le Mans, will be joining 
Iron Lynx in the WEC on its swap from 
Lamborghini did not reveal his team- 
mates. The Italian squad had previously 


*AUTOSPORT+ 


announced Matteo Cressoni and team 
co-owner Claudio Schiavoni as the first 
drivers of its pair of LMGT3 class entries. 
Martin’s debut in a Mercedes-AMG GT3 
will come at the Daytona 24 Hours next 
month. He will share a GetSpeed entry 
with fellow Merc contractees Luca Stolz, 
Fabian Schiller and Anthony Bartone. 
Sometime Australian Supercars driver 
Jayden Ojeda, 25, has also been added 
to the Merc roster, which now stands at 
10 drivers. This will continue to grow in 
the lead-up to the start of the season. 
GARY WATKINS 


PIT + PADDOCK 


"GIZ’ JOINS CORVETTE TEAM 


New Trackhouse Racing NASCAR Cup 
signing Shane van Gisbergen and the 
team’s development driver, Connor 
Zilisch, will race a Chevrolet Corvette 
Z06 GT3.R run in partnership with TF 
Sport at next month’s Daytona 24 
Hours IMSA curtain-raiser. IndyCar 
star Scott McLaughlin and Ben 
Keating will complete the GT 
Daytona Pro class line-up. 


LAMBO IMSA STATUS QUO 


Iron Lynx will continue to run the 
Lamborghini SC63 LMDh in IMSA next 
year. Romain Grosjean, Daniil Kvyat, 
Mirko Bortolotti and Edoardo 
Mortara were listed as drivers for the 
Daytona 24 Hours on the publication 
of the entry list last week. 


DURKSEN TOPS F2 TEST... 


Abu Dhabi Formula 2 finale winner 
Joshua Durksen emerged quickest 
from last week’s three-day test at the 
Yas Marina track, and the Paraguayan 
celebrated by being announced as 
staying at AIX Racing for a second 
season in 2025. Victor Martins went 
fastest on the final day for ART, but 
his time fell short of Durksen’s by 
0.190s. Third place represented 

an eye-opening performance from 
Irish F3 racer Alex Dunne. It was the 
McLaren protege’s first test in F2 with 
Rodin Motorsport, although he has 
yet to be named for a 2025 seat. 


AS MONTOYA JOINS GRID 


Among the latest drivers to join 

the F2 grid for 2025 is Sebastian 
Montoya. After finishing 16th and 
17th in F3 over the past two seasons, 
the son of Juan Pablo Montoya takes 
a plum seat with Prema Racing 
alongside Gabriele Mini. At Campos 
Racing, Red Bull Junior Pepe Marti 

is staying on for a second season. 


CASAGRANDE BEATS MASSA 


Gabriel Casagrande clinched the 
Brazilian Stock Car title at Interlagos 
last weekend, the Mattheis Vogel 
Chevrolet driver winning a multi-way 
decider from Felipe Massa, who will 
probably dispute it in 15 years’ time. 
Eduardo Barrichello, son of Rubens, 
took third from Ricardo Zonta. 
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F1 stories to watch in 2025 


This year delivered intrigue both on and off the circuit. Most of that is 


set to spill over into 2025 - with a few new talking points besides... 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


here’s a reason why Max Verstappen selected the 
2021 United States Grand Prix as his best Formula 

T 1victory when Autosport sat down with him at 
last year’s Mexico Grand Prix. 

Back then, he’djust reached 50 wins, and had 
made an incredibly rapid accumulation from quarter to half- 
century in 32 events. Just over a year on, Verstappen hasan F1 
career victory total of 63 after a further nine in 2024. There 
are now many more candidates for personal favourite. 

He'd almost certainly now pick that brilliant wet drive in Brazil 
- given it effectively sealed his fourth crown. But his Imola, 
Canada, Spain and Qatar 2024 wins all had the battling, pressure- 
cooker factor that featured in his selection of Austin 2021. 

Few could have predicted such fights occurring as the 2023-24 
F1 winter break unfolded. That things swung around so 
spectacularly after Red Bull swept the early rounds is 
what made the season so captivating. 

Verstappen’s 2024 title was always inevitable. But the rawness 
of his battle with Lando Norris and the way the Briton’s McLaren 
squad eclipsed Red Bull after May’s Miami GP just kept the hope 
of ashowdown alive. The successes of Ferrari and Mercedes 
sprinkled the icing sugar interest on this unexpectedly tasty 
mince pie campaign (that’s an official festive warning! - ed). 

And soto 2025, aseason that was already eagerly anticipated by 


“How Hamilton gets on against 
Leclerc at Ferrari will top 
the bill for next season” 


so many F1 fans given Lewis Hamilton’s move to Ferrari. This is 
now just around the corner, and youcan expect intense interest 
in the first shots of the seven-time world champion revealedin 
scarlet - especially after his deftly done white-to-red-civvies 
transformation across the recent Abu Dhabi GP weekend. 

How Hamilton gets on against Charles Leclerc in 2025 
will top the bill for next season, at least until it’s clear that the 
expected multi-team scrap for victory is indeed on. This will only 
be revealed in Bahrain testing and the Melbourne season opener. 

The surge from McLaren and Ferrarias 2024 concluded means 
they sit as the two favourites for next year, with the caveat that 
Verstappen will be aconstant threat if Red Bull occupies the 
same spot in the pecking order. That, however, can’t be 
guaranteed. Red Bull made a breakthrough with its floor and 


sidepod revisions taken to Austin in October and finally returned 
to winning ways before the 2024 season concluded. Itnowhasa 
winter to harness that hope. 

Constructors’ champion McLaren is promising “brave risk” in 
terms of its 2025 design, says team CEO Zak Brown. And yet, there’s 
the spectre of the 2013 MP4-28 lurking under the mistletoe. Back 
then, McLaren opted fora massive design overhaul justa year 
ahead of newrules arriving. It went from being fast but fragile in 
2012 to spiralling down the grid. That surely won't happen again, 
butthis history highlights how the 2026 engine and chassis rule 
changes mean teams must again carefully balance perfecting 
current machines while also developing new ones to different 
regulation requirements. If 2025 turns out to be the campaign so 
many are hoping for, then the questions on why the rules are 
changing at all will, understandably, grow louder. 

Meanwhile, at the same time as the expected battles for the 
world titles andintra-Ferrari supremacy, there will be tantalising 
subplots at many other teams. For instance, how the fortunes of 
the rookies preparing to turn out at Alpine, Haas and Sauber will 
impact the future careers of Pierre Gasly, Esteban Ocon and Nico 
Hulkenberg. But perhaps the driver most under pressure on this 
frontis George Russell. He’s done very well against an active 
legend in Hamilton in the three years since his elevation from 
Williams, but with Andrea Kimi Antonelli arriving across the 
Mercedes garage he now has an altogether different challenge. 

If the youngster is as good as Toto Wolff hopes and the 
Mercedes supremo continues trying to woo Verstappen from Red 
Bull- whose possible continuedimplosion is another story to 
watch in 2025 - then Russell’s position looks rather precarious. 

But before then, there will surely be more chat about how 
Verstappen would rather be sim racing than banking squillions 
as F1’s leading star. There’s also, thankfully, the final year of F1’s 
silly ocean-hopping through the calendar’s first half, before 
Canada gets paired with Miamiin 2026. 

How Audi and Cadillac are progressing towards their entries 
will also be much discussed, albeit from their two very different 
starting points. And the impact of 100% sustainable fuels for 
2026 will also be rammed about too. 

But the racing will still be king. And, on that front, the impact of 
howthe upcoming changes to the ‘Driving Standards Guidelines’ 
impact Verstappen’s brutal art of turning defence into attack will 
be keenly watched by those who love hard-but-fair racing. Given 
how good a driver Verstappen is, he'll surely adapt. Butifsuch 
moves can be made athing of the past, everyone wins. 

We ended last year hoping Father Christmas would deliver 
anyone versus Verstappen and Red Bullin 2024. Fl unwrapped 
exactly that, so here’s hoping 2025 can be even better. ¥ 
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Degrees awarded by our 
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Point made before stepping up 


The BRDC SuperStar and 2025 IndyCar driver reviews 
his Indy NXT champtonship-winning season 


LOUIS FOSTER 


inning the Indy NXT championship and getting an 
IndyCar seat for 2025 meant this has beena great 
W year for me. To win the title in such a dominant 
fashion was the icing on the cake. It showed how 
much effort the team at Andretti and I putin over 
the last two years. Our rivals at HMD had been quite dominantin 
recent Indy NXT history, so I’m happy to have turned it around. 

The performance has given me the opening to go and drive in 
IndyCar next year with Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing. I had 
discussions with Bobby Rahal throughout the year, but it came 
together once the season was finished. I’m over the moon to be 
with the team, as they're a great organisation. I’ve spent quitea 
lot of time getting to know everyone because there area lot of 
new faces, and it’s ateam that I hope to be able to push forward 
with. It’s about turning it around and I hope to have along 
future where we can be successful. 

It was awesome when I announced the drive because it’s beena 
lifelong dream to call myself an IndyCar driver and to give myself 
the label of being a professional racing driver. I thank Bobby, 
Mike Lanigan, David Letterman and the entire team for their 
beliefin me. The honeymoon period has worn off now, andall 
I’m focused on, and allI want, isto do well. It’s one thing to be 
in IndyCar, butit’s another thing to stay in IndyCar and be 
successful. My mindset from day one was, ‘How do we get 
ready for the upcoming season, so that we hit the ground 
and surprise people?’ That’s my target. Iwantto bea 
pleasant surprise on the grid and have a big impact. 

We have some winter testing planned, andthe early sessions 
are going to be about teaching me things like in-laps, out-laps, 
pitstops, fuel saving, the hybrid system and all the nitty-gritty 
growing pains stuffthat I needto learn. The team andIcan 
then have a good conversation about targets for next year 
and understand which direction we want to go with the car. 

I did some pitstop practice, to get my eye in and be around the 
team more because it’s about cohesion. There are so many 
talented individuals in every IndyCar team nowadays because 
they’re really world-class people. Ithink the difference is not 
in the people you've got, but how you make everyone work 
together. That’s what we’re focusing on. 

This year the trip to Barber Motorsports Park was a highlight 
forme. Icame from the back, due to issues that meant I couldn’t 
qualify, and finished fifth. That one was quite a good weekend for 
me personally -I learned a lot and it allowed me to realise that, 
even when we have bad weekends in this championship, we had 
the pace to be up the front. That instilled alot of confidence in 
me to go ahead and beat them all for the rest of the year. 

When you're fighting for championships, you don’ start near 


the back. So, when you do, it’s almost a bit of fun, really, because 
you get to properly go racing again. Often in championships you 
spend your life near the front, and you never really getto race 
anyone. The weekend where we dominated at Laguna Seca 
was goodas well, and then the weekend at Milwaukee where 
we won thechampionship. There are alot of highlights 
throughout the year, which was really nice. 

The end goal was the championship and once we'd 


“It proves I can race and win 
on every track: road courses, 
street courses and ovals” 


accomplished that, going into the final race in Nashville, there 
was nothing to lose at all. Although I may have been the Indy NXT 
champion, that didn’t guarantee a seat in IndyCar, so I wanted to 
really put a stamp on the season and go out with a win, just to 
clarify my position in the minds of any bosses out there that 

Iam the driver to lead their team. 

Oval racing still feels very fresh to me, but after this year I feel 
more comfortable in the car and understand what I need to do as 
a driver. It meanta lot to do well this year, having only won one 
oval race in my career out of four coming in, butnow I’ve had 
eight oval races, and I’ve won five of them. I think there was a lot 
of pressure on my competition where people tipped them to be 
better on ovals than I would be, and I really wanted to make sure 
that was stamped out immediately. 

Those victories on the ovals made the difference between 
winning by aclose margin and winning by the margin we did, 
and it proves that Ican race and win on every track: road courses, 
street courses and ovals. I’ve got the three disciplines down, 
so there would be no question marks for any IndyCarteam 
bosses whether! could perform. 

Having the support from Andy Meyrick and the guys back 
homeat Silverstone and the British Racing Drivers’ Club is great. 
I would love to be able to come back more, especially for the 
Grand Prix, but next year is going to be difficult. I'd like to support 
the BRDC a bit more, like Iused to, butit’s nice to race ina foreign 
country, flying the flag for the Club and the SuperStars. Next year 
it might only be myself and Callum Ilott as Brits in IndyCar, but 
it’s great to bea part of the UK’s top Elite Athlete programmes. ¥ 
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#AUTOSPORT 


Dear reader, 


Autosport will celebrate its 75th birthday in 2025 and will start an exciting new era as it does 
so. As well as marking the special occasion on autosport.com and the Autosport Podcast, 
the magazine will begin a significant new chapter of its life. 


From January, Autosport magazine will becomea monthly publication starting with our 

next issue, out on 23 January. News and reports from all the big motorsport events will appear 
on our website, while in-depth and premium articles - including interviews, track tests, 
historic features, analysis and opinion - will be in the magazine, which will also feature 
incredible photography on high-quality paper. “We shall feature personalities, their 
activities and their cars,’ wrote founding editor Gregor Grantin the first issue of 

Autosport, and we still hold the same aims and values today. 


The media landscape has changed considerably since the first weekly issue appeared on 
Friday 25 August 1950. Live TV, streaming, websites and social media means coverage of 
major series can be consumed almostinstantly. A print title is no longer the main place 
to find out what has happened, but we believe it can still surpass other types of media 
when it comes to the who, how and why. Autosport has always tried to cover the full 
breadth of motorsport, and the magazine will continue to doso. Formula 1, sportscar 
racing, touring car competition, rallying, the junior single-seater ladder and UK club 
motorsport will all be covered in the premium monthly. 


Subscription rates will change to reflect the move from weekly to monthly for 2025. 
Current subscribers who are making monthly payments will continue to receive the 
remaining magazines from their subscription before transitioning to anew subscription. 
For any subscription queries, please contact help@asm.secureorder.co.uk. 


As wellas creating a special magazine, we will expand our coverage across online, podcast 
and video platforms during 2025. We’re also pleased to confirm that we willlauncha 
National motorsport newsletter so you can keep track of all the best stories from UK 

club competition. That means there will be many more ways to enjoy Autosport 

than ever before - or that could possibly have been imagined in 1950. 


Thank you to you, the reader, for helping us to reach this landmark and embark ona 
new-yet-familiar Autosport era. We hope you'll enjoy itas much as we will. 


pe | Subscribe to 
2a | Autosport Plus 
: Fea) 
Kevin Turner 


Chief Editor 


kevin.turner@autosport.com 
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TOP 50 DRIVERS OF 2024 


— RE-ENTRY 


Antonio 
Felix da Costa 


6th in Formula E World Championship 


Across five Formula E races 

in the second half of the 2024 

season, Antonio Felix da Costa 

took four wins spanning Berlin, 
Shanghai and Portland - where he doubled up. 
Even after losing an earlier victory at Misano, 
due to an illegal throttle pedal spring that 
offered no tangible advantage, the Portuguese 
ended the campaign with the most wins of 
any driver. These performances signified a 
remarkable turnaround in form, after a poor 
start to the season that denied him a true title 
shot, also put his position with Porsche under 
threat, and could have ended the 2019-20 
champion’s tenure in Formula E. 
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— RE-ENTRY 


Esteban 
Ocon 


14th in Formula 1 World Championship 


On the face of it, Esteban Ocon’s 

second-place finish in the 

Brazilian Grand Prix might 

be doing a lot of heavy lifting 
here, but it’s easy to overlook a handful of 
other impressive moments in a difficult final 
season with Alpine. Ocon led a decent portion 
of that Interlagos race, and this performance 
was supplemented with 10th in Miami - with a 
still-awful car - and ninth at the Belgian GP after 
beating team-mate Pierre Gasly handily. Alpine’s 
attention shifted to Gasly when Ocon’s split with 
the team was declared for 2025, which eventually 
happened a race early when Jack Doohan made 
his debut in the Abu Dhabi season finale. 


‘de 
Ra 
~< 


Isack 
=  Hadjar 


2nd in Formula 2 Championship 


Isack Hadjar finished as the 
Formula 2 runner-up after a 
season in which he took more 
victories than any other driver, 
triumphing four times across feature races at 
Melbourne, Imola, Silverstone and Spa. The 
Frenchman was also unfortunate to be denied 
in Monaco. Hadjar’s title bid ultimately ended 
with a failed launch in the Abu Dhabi finale, but 
this shouldn’t overshadow what was overall an 
impressive sophomore year at Campos. The 
Red Bull junior completed two FP1 sessions in 
Formula 1 machinery in 2024 and participated 
in the post-season rookie test ahead of a 
potential graduation for the coming season. 


— RE-ENTRY 


Tom 
Ingram 


2nd in British Touring Car Championship 


It all looked so good back in 
April. Tom Ingram radiated 
confidence, Excelr8 
Motorsport’s winter work to 
its Hyundai i30 N Fastback all nicely validated 
during a three-day test in the dry - at Anglesey! 
He then burst out of the blocks with pole and 
two wins at the Donington opener. In any other 
year he would have taken the title despite his 
Knockhill slip-up and the pierced radiator that 
stopped him at Donington GP in August. Ingram 
was brilliant all season, and that Hyundai was 
superb too - yet a mysterious lack of pace in 
greasy-wet conditions in Snetterton qualifying 
and the Brands GP finale stymied him. 


— RE-ENTRY 
Yuki 
Tsunoda 


12th in Formula 1 World Championship 


Despite continuing to be 
overlooked by Red Bull’s lead 
Formula 1 team, Yuki Tsunoda 


showed great maturity over 
2024, with three seventh places the highlights 
of his year in Australia, Miami and Brazil. He 
also managed his best F1 qualifying result 
to date with third on the grid in slippery 
conditions at Interlagos, and over the season 
outscored both Daniel Ricciardo and Liam 
Lawson to assert his superiority at RB. 
It wasn’t entirely mistake-free, and Tsunoda’s 
Mexico qualifying shunt undid a weekend 
with promise, but the Japanese driver 
is nonetheless continuing to improve. 


|AGES/ 


D BULL CONTENT POOL 


+ NEW ENTRY 


Laurin 
Heinrich 


1st in IMSA SportsCar Championship (GTD Pro) 


Winning IMSA’s closely fought 
GTD Pro class enhanced Laurin 
Heinrich’s reputation as a 


leading light of Porsche’s GT 
ranks. The 23-year-old AO Racing driver, in his 
first season Stateside, was not put off his stride 
by a mid-year team-mate change as Seb Priaulx 
stepped away, and only this duo won more than 
once all season: Indianapolis glory with Michael 
Christensen followed back-to-back victories at 
Laguna Seca and Detroit with Priaulx. Pole at 
Petit Le Mans increased his points buffer before 
steering problems almost allowed Ross Gunn 
to capitalise in the race. Also won in a GT 
World Challenge Asia part-season. 
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ANALYSIS 


Porsche’s next rising star 


The conveyor belt of talent at 
Porsche shows no sign of slowing 
down. With its 2022 IMSA GTD Pro 
champions Matt Campbell and 
Mathieu Jaminet firmly established 
as members of its GTP roster, it 
would not be too big a surprise 

to see Laurin Heinrich become 

the latest Porsche-contracted 
driver to get a 963 LMDh run-out. 

The 2022 German Carrera Cup 
champion ascended the podium 
just twice in his maiden DTM 
campaign last season, but certainly 
wasn’t overawed in IMSA. It 
mattered little that Gunnar 
Jeannette’s AO Racing squad 
was also new to the GTD Pro 
division and in just its second 
season, after testing the waters 
in the pro-am GTD category last 
term. Heinrich was more than 
a match for his vastly more 
experienced competition. 

The Germans first victory 
alongside Seb Priaulx at Laguna 
Seca, which gave him a points lead 
he kept for the remainder of the 
campaign, was earned with key 
passes on Tommy Milner and Oliver 
Jarvis, while Heinrich kept a cool 
head amid mayhem in Detroit, 
where a Nicky Catsburg/Ben 
Barnicoat tangle opened the door. 

After Multimatic-contracted 
Priaulx stepped down to focus on 
testing commitments, Heinrich’s 
Indianapolis victory with Michael 
Christensen showed a propensity 
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to be methodical. He lost his pole 
time to a ride height infraction 
and was dumped to the back of 
the grid, so Heinrich had to pick 
his way through the pack in mixed 
conditions en route to victory over 
the improving Ford Mustang. 

But most importantly, he had 
impressive pace too. Had it not 
been for his pole position at Road 
Atlanta, which extended Heinrich’s 
pre-event advantage by five points, 
the faulty cable connection on the 


“| put him as one of 

the very top sportscar 
drivers. It was a pleasure 
to drive with him” 


steering wheel that limited AO 
to 11th in the finale would likely 
have cost Heinrich the crown 

he won by just four points. 

Priaulx heralds Heinrich as “a 
phenomenal driver” and recalls a 
telling comment from early in the 
season that reveals his maturity 
too. “He said to me, ‘It doesn’t 
matter how we win’, and that’s 
how we went about it really,” says 
Priaulx. “I didn’t think the car was 
always the fastest and we won. 

“I put him as one of the very 
top sportscar drivers out there at 
the moment. It was a pleasure 
to drive with him and | hope we 
do drive together again one day 
in the future. It was a perfect 
pairing really.” 


TOP 50 DRIVERS OF 2024 


+ NEW ENTRY 


Jake 
Hill 


1st in British Touring Car Championship 


Jake Hill is probably the first 
grandson of a chart-topping 
1950s crooner to make 


Autosport’s own hit parade, 
and that’s appropriate because the diminutive 
Kentishman has ‘no other love’ (check out 
grandad Ronnie Hilton’s 1956 tune of that 
name) than motorsport. It’s been a long, 
hard road to the top of the BTCC, but winter 
developments at West Surrey Racing to its BMW 
330e M Sport, and a change in Hill’s mindset, 
added speed and consistency respectively. 
Very rarely did Hill slip up, and his eight fifth 
places were arguably of just as much value 
in his success as his eight wins. 


— RE-ENTRY 


Pato 
O’Ward 


5th in IndyCar Series 


Pato O’Ward was at the 
centre of drama both on and 
off the track in 2024. While 


his popularity was called 
into question by Penske Entertainment CEO 
Mark Miles, the Mexican bounced back from a 
winless 2023 by gathering a career-best three 
victories (tied for most in IndyCar) and came 
within two corners of capturing the Indy 500. 
The Arrow McLaren driver outfought champion 
Alex Palou to triumph on the hybrid engine’s 
mid-season debut at Mid-Ohio and won the 
first IndyCar race at Milwaukee since 2015, but 
random mechanical mishaps again plagued 
his chances of a truly special season. 
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ANALYSIS 


Rowland’s remarkable turnaround 


The decision to leave Mahindra 
midway through 2023 after a 
string of lacklustre results with 
an uncompetitive package was a 
gamble that put Oliver Rowland’s 
Formula E future in serious risk, 
before he was offered a lifeline 
by his old employer. 

The 32-year-old had spent three 
seasons with Nissan between 
2018-21 and taken the Japanese 
manufacturer’s first Formula E 
victory in 2020. And ahead of the 
new season, Rowland had been 
adamant that the relationship that 
had netted his own breakthrough 
would prove successful once again. 

“?’m 110% confident - | couldn’t 
be more confident in something,” 
he said. “I’m not saying that means 
we’re going to go out already in 
Season 10 and blow everybody’s 
doors off, but I’m confident in the 


“1’m confident in the 
project, the plans, what 
the future holds and that 
it’s a good place to be” 


project, the plans, what the future 
holds and that it’s going to bea 
good place to be.” 

His return to Nissan heralded 
something of a fresh start for both 
parties. Despite non-scoring in 
the opening two races of the 
season due to poor qualifying, 
Rowland was encouraged by 
the outright race pace. 


“Last season was really strong 
from a performance aspect for us, 
[race pace] probably exceeded our 
expectations,” said Rowland, whose 
previous appearance in Autosport’s 
top 50 came in 2015, the longest 
absence of this year’s re-entries to 
the rankings. Even so, he believes 
there was scope for improvement: 
“Consistency in qualifying was 
probably not quite as good as 
| hoped it would be.” 

Rowland nevertheless still 
managed to take pole for the third 
race in Diriyah and repeated the 
feat in Tokyo two races later. 

A lack of time at the front 
arguably showed there, when 
he was mugged for the win by 
Maximilian Guenther in the closing 
stages. And streaking ahead of 
the field by several seconds in the 
second Misano race possibly should 
have set off alarm bells, after the 
lap counter had malfunctioned. 

But during a season where he 
comfortably put team-mate Sacha 
Fenestraz firmly in the shade, 
Rowland exuded confidence not 
seen for several campaigns - and 
he had not considered himself a 
genuine title protagonist for the final 
year of the Gen3 regulations, when 
homologation was still locked and 
finding performance gains difficult. 

Rowland added: “What | think 
was good for us last year is there 
was almost no pressure. It was a 
learning year, and it allows you to 
be more relaxed in your approach.” 


we Wy — RE-ENTRY 


Oliver 
Rowland 


4th in Formula E World Championship 


Oliver Rowland became 
a genuine title challenger, 
Formula E’s dark horse of 2024, 


upon returning to the grid 
and rejoining Nissan. Along the way were two 
wins and a further five podiums, and he led 
the standings during the Misano weekend 
when Antonio Felix da Costa’s disqualification 
handed him victory. The Briton was a lap away 
from doubling up in Italy when a software glitch 
stranded him. Rowland was just a point behind 
eventual runner-up Mitch Evans when illness 
kept him out of Portland’s double-header. A 
win in the London finale underlined what might 
have been, but it was still his best season yet. 
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‘ “ 7 
x ‘ Ott 

#2) Tanak 

3rd in World Rally Championship 
There were no issues with 
Ott Tanak’s speed on his return 
to Hyundai’s World Rally 

Championship squad after a 


season at M-Sport, but consistency was lacking. 


The Estonian wasn’t always comfortable 
behind the wheel of a much-improved i20 N 
Rally1 relative to the 2022-spec car, but did 
tame it to his liking towards the end of the 
year. Two wins helped take the drivers’ title 
fight down to the wire in Japan, but his season 
was littered with crashes and misfortune. His 
accident in the season finale was costly in 

the manufacturers’ fight as Toyota defeated 
Hyundai by three points. 
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TOP 50 ORIVER LIST 2023 


MAX VERSTAPPEN 19 LAURENS 


ALEX PALOU 


35 JULES GOUNON 


VANTHOOR 36 ASH SUTTON 


LANDO NORRIS 20 SHANE VAN 37 ELFYN EVANS 


KALLE ROVANPERA 


GISBERGEN 


38 KYLE LARSON 


FERNANDO 21 GEORGERUSSELL 39 THOMAS PREINING 
ALONSO 22 KAMUIKOBAYASHI 40 FREDERIK VESTI 
LEWIS HAMILTON 23 RYAN BLANEY 41 SEBASTIEN 


ANTONIO FUOCO 24 OTT TANAK 
MATT CAMPBELL 42 GABRIEL 


NICK CASSIDY 


JAKE DENNIS 26 OSCAR PIASTRI 
ALEX ALBON 27 FILIPE 
ALBUQUERQUE 44 NICO HULKENBERG 


RITOMO MIYATA 


BOURDAIS 


BORTOLETO 
43 PASCAL WEHRLEIN 


WILLIAM BYRON 28 BRODIEKOSTECKI 45 JOHAN 


JOSEF 
NEWGARDEN 
CHARLES LECLERC 
CARLOS SAINZ 
BRENDON HARTLEY 
MITCH EVANS 
SCOTT DIXON 


LIAM LAWSON 
SEBASTIEN OGIER JACK 
SCOTT McLAUGHLIN 
TOM BLOMQVIST 
JAMES CALADO 


RAFFAELE 
MARCIELLO 


KRISTOFFERSSON 


HAWKSWORTH 


TOMOKI NOJIRI 
THIERRY NEUVILLE 
NICKY CATSBURG 
SERGIO PEREZ 


+ NEW ENTRY 


Tadasuke 
Makino 


3rd in Super Formula, 2nd in Super GT 


When Tadasuke Makino broke 
down in tears upon scoring his 
first victory at Autopolis, it must 


rank as one of the moments 
of the Super Formula season. The Dandelion 
Racing driver used that breakthrough to mount 
a serious title challenge, picking up a second 
win at Motegi, emerging as Sho Tsuboi’s closest 
rival and keeping the title fight alive - barely - 
until the final race. In Super GT, Makino proved 
his class again by leading Team Kunimitsu to 
the runner-up spot in the standings in the 
radical new Honda Civic Type R-GT’s first 
year, often eclipsing more experienced 
team-mate Naoki Yamamoto. 
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Alex 
Albon 


16th in Formula 1 World Championship 


“Messy” is how Alex Albon 
sums up his third season 
with Williams. Problems came 


from both sides; his crashes 
in Melbourne and Brazil were awkward since 
they led to missed races (in Australia for Logan 
Sargeant), but Williams’s car-build issues also 
meant he was competing with a long-hidden 
weight penalty and reliability kept undoing him 
too. Albon was excellent in qualifying, reaching 
Q3 more than in 2023 (eight vs seven) and with 
0.3s on average in hand over both team-mates. 
Albon also shone when Williams was on form. 
Seventh in Baku was the highlight, along with 
Monaco and an unrewarded Canada display. 
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TOP 50 DRIVERS OF 2024 


— RE-ENTRY 


Kelvin 
van der Linde 


2nd in DTM 


In his final year racing an Audi, 
Kelvin van der Linde put 
together an excellent DTM 
campaign but came up short to 
Mirko Bortolotti after leading into the final race. 
Nobody managed more than his three victories, 
a virtuoso performance to win by 15.2s ata 
sodden Nurburgring the year’s most dominant 
margin. The South African also impressed his 
Abt team in the curtailed Nurburgring 24 Hours 
aboard a Lamborghini and branched into the 
World Endurance Championship with a Lexus 
run by the French ASP team, though the car 
was rarely competitive. A Formula E cameo 
for Abt in Berlin underlined his versatility. 


GRUPPECGMBH 


a BUDPACK 4A 


Fernando 
Alonso 


9th in Formula 1 World Championship 


Aston Martin regressed over 
2024 as upgrades did little to 
improve its competitiveness in 
Formula 1, but the evergreen 
Fernando Alonso still squeezed every drop 
from his car. The Spanish veteran’s consistent 
points-scoring exploits in the opening rounds 
of the season, spearheaded by fifth in Jeddah, 
laid the foundations for Aston’s run to fifth 
place in the constructors’ championship, and 
sixth places in Canada and Azerbaijan defied 
the decline. He will desperately hope that the 
arrival of Enrico Cardile and Adrian Newey in 
2025 helps to bring about a turnaround, as 
his winless streak has now reached 200 races. 
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GRUPPE CGMBH 


Maro 
Engel 


1st in GT World Challenge Europe Sprint Cup 
1st in GT World Cup, 3rd in DTM 


Seven podiums and third 
overall made for Maro Engel’s 
strongest DTM campaign yet, 
16 years on from his debut. 
The leading light of Mercedes’ GT roster led its 
four-strong contingent home in nine of 16 races 
as it clinched the makes’ crown, while in GT 
World Challenge Europe Sprint Cup he never 
finished lower than fifth to secure the title with 
Lucas Auer. Treading a track-limits tightrope 
handed over by Auer to hold off Dries Vanthoor 
at Hockenheim was a triumph to match his 
Macau GT World Cup success. Endurance Cup 
win in Jeddah secured overall GTWCE honours. 
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Matt 
Campbell 


5th in World Endurance Championship (Hypercar), 


1st in Daytona 24 Hours, 1st in Bathurst 12 Hour 


Should we have been surprised 
that Matt Campbell emerged 
as the best driver in Porsche 
Penske Motorsport’s #5 entry 
in this year’s World Endurance Championship? 
Probably not. It may have been his first WEC 
prototype campaign, but he was no stranger to 
the 963 after a year in IMSA or the series from 
past GTE campaigns. He was on it from the 
get-go, taking pole at the Qatar season-opener, 
and maintained strong form through the 
season. Performances on his IMSA forays and 
a victory back in a GT car at the Bathurst 12 
Hour made him a dead cert for the Top 50. 
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TOP 50 NEW ENTRIES 


° SHO TSUBOI 
2023: 1st in Super GT 
4th in Super Formula 
2022: 11th in Super Formula 
10th in Super GT 


12 NICKLAS NIELSEN 
2023: 3rd in World Endurance Championship (Hypercar) 
8th in GT World Challenge Europe Endurance Cup 
2022: 10th in GT World Challenge Europe Endurance Cup 
18th in World Endurance Championship (LMP2) 


22 WILL BROWN 
2023: 5th in Australian Supercars Championship 
2022: 14th in Australian Supercars Championship 


2 RENGER VAN DER ZANDE 
2023: 7th in IMSA SportsCar Championship (GTP) 
2022: 3rd in IMSA SportsCar Championship (DPi) 


2° MIKKEL JENSEN 
2023: 8th in World Endurance Championship (Hypercar) 
3rd in IMSA SportsCar Championship (LMP2) 


2022: 2nd in European Le Mans Series (GTE) 
1st in Sebring 12 Hours (LMP2) 


36 MARO ENGEL 
2023: 10th in DTM 
3rd in GT World Challenge Europe Endurance Cup 
1st in Daytona 24 Hours and Petit Le Mans (GTD Pro) 
2022: 12th in DTM 


“0 TADASUKE MAKINO 
2023: 6th in Super Formula 
10th in Super GT 
2022: 5th in Super Formula 
3rd in Super GT 


“© JAKE HILL 
2023: 3rd in British Touring Car Championship 
2022: 3rd in BTCC 


“5S LAURIN HEINRICH 
2023: 12th in DTM 
2022: 1st in Porsche Carrera Cup Germany 


48 ISACK HADJAR 
2023: 14th in FIA Formula 2 Championship 
2022: 4th in FIA Formula 3 Championship 


NUMBERS 38-33 


Vv DOWN 11 
rt ) Ryan 
.. “~~ Blaney 


2nd in NASCAR Cup 


He was agonisingly close to 
becoming the first driver to win 
back-to-back titles in NASCAR’s 


knockout format, but there 
was still plenty to be proud of for Ryan Blaney 
in 2024. It was a year that mirrored his 
championship season in many ways, including 
how the final two races went. Despite losing 
the title fight, his drive in the closing laps at 
Phoenix was still mightily impressive, erasing 
a three-second gap to Penske Ford team-mate 
Joey Logano while battling several formidable 
drivers. He may have won the title in 2023, 
but this year Blaney solidified his place as 
a championship-level driver. 


MATTHEWT. THACKER / NKP 


— RE-ENTRY 


Mirko 
Bortolotti 


1st in DTM 


After finishing runner-up in 
2023, Mirko Bortolotti went 
one better by delivering his 


maiden DTM crown with a 
consistent campaign. There was only one win, 
a well-judged wet-dry affair at the Red Bull 
Ring, but nobody eclipsed the SSR Lamborghini 
Huracan driver’s tally of seven podiums. He 
showed steel too, fending off a train of cars 
headed by chief rival Kelvin van der Linde 
for second at Zandvoort with a delaminating 
left-rear tyre. Elsewhere, Bortolotti was part of 
Iron Lynx’s crew that claimed GTD Pro spoils at 
Petit Le Mans and made his Hypercar debut 
in the disappointing SC63 LMDh. 
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A UP 10 


Gabriel 
Bortoleto 


1st in Formula 2 Championship 


Gabriel Bortoleto continued 
to emulate Charles Leclerc, 
George Russell and Oscar 


Piastri in 2024, following up his 
rookie Formula 3 title with becoming Formula 2 
champion at the first attempt. The target was 
to quickly adapt to F2’s new Dallara, and the 
Brazilian suffered a slow start to the year with 
reliability woes in Jeddah and getting tangled 
with Pepe Marti in Australia, before a run of 22 
races with only two non-scores catapulted him 
to the summit, earning him a 2025 F1 seat with 
Sauber. In a year of 18 different race winners, 
Bortoleto secured feature race victories 
at the Red Bull Ring and Monza. 
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Vv DOWN 1 


Sebastien 
fm Ogier 


4th in World Rally Championship 


Such was his speed, Sebastien 
Ogier was persuaded by Toyota 
to extend his partial campaign 


to an eventual 10 rounds. The 
Frenchman delivered his best to score three 
wins, including a record-breaking sixth Portugal 
triumph to surpass WRC great Markku Alen. 
Victories in Croatia and Finland proved vital for 
Toyota, but not as important as a mesmerising 
final stage of the year in Japan to snatch the 
manufacturers’ title from Hyundai. Ogier 
topped the stage wins chart (52), but a series 
of uncharacteristic mistakes and misfortune 
blighted the end of his year and extinguished 
faint hopes of a ninth world title. 
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Versatile Vanthoor’s ongoing 
learning process with BMW 


“Not one of my best years”. Dries 
Vanthoor has got it wrong when he 
describes a season that propelled 
him to his highest position yet in 
the Autosport Top 50. The only 
thing missing was a championship 
win, which explains his downbeat 
assessment. He’s got used to 
winning them over the years and 
narrowly missed out on the GT 
World Challenge Europe overall 
title and a fourth Sprint Cup crown. 
Vanthoor raced 26 times in 2024. 


“If you want to be able 
to call yourself a top 
driver, you have to be 
able to drive anything” 


Swapping back and forth from 
prototypes to GTs wasn’t easy to 
start with but, once he made it a 
habit, it was only of value to him. 
“You are always learning as a 
driver, and you can take things back 
and forth between the two types,” 
he says. “I learned a thing or two.” 
Achievements in different kinds 
of car offer some kind of validation 


for a driver’s talents, reckons 
Vanthoor: “If you want to be able to 
call yourself a top driver, you have 
to be able to drive anything - and 
be quick in four or five laps.” 

When asked about his best race 
performances of 2024, not counting 
his lap to top opening qualifying at 
Le Mans, Vanthoor choses one from 
each sportscar discipline. The drive 
to second with WEC team-mates 
Marco Wittmann and Raffaele 
Marciello at Fuji is his prototype 
pick; third place at the Spa 24 
Hours with Charles Weerts and 
Sheldon van der Linde is the one he 
plumps for from his GT campaigns. 

Vanthoor’s programme for 2025 
hasn’t been set in stone as yet. But 
he concedes that he might have 
done too much racing this year. 
Between 15 and 19 races, he thinks, 
would be “the sweet spot”. 

But Vanthoor is a pure racer. 

He enjoyed a one-off in British GTs 
at Silverstone and gets excited at 
the mention of Donington Park, 

a circuit he’s yet to visit. “If | have 
the chance to go there, for sure | 
take it,” he says. “I'd like to try it.” 


— RE-ENTRY 
>’ Dries 
=m Vanthoor 


A 


14th in World Endurance Championship 
(Hypercar), 2nd in GT World Challenge 
Europe Sprint Cup 


The world already knew 
the talents of the younger 
Vanthoor brother aboard a GT3 


car. He’s been one of the most 
consistent performers in the category for two 
different manufacturers - Audi and now BMW 
- for ages. But in 2024 he showed that he’ll be 
a force in prototypes in coming years. Just like 
sibling Laurens at Porsche 12 months before, 
he took to an LMDh hybrid immediately, and 
both, it should be pointed out, had minimal 
experience at the start of their prototype 
adventure. Dries quickly emerged as the 
star driver in the pair of M Hybrid V8s. 


+ NEW ENTRY 


Mikkel 
Jensen 


12th in World Endurance Championship 


(Hypercar), 10th in IMSA SportsCar Championship 


(LMP2), 1st in Petit Le Mans (LMP2) 


There was proof positive 
once again over the course 
of 2024 that Mikkel Jensen is 


an absolute top-line sportscar 
driver. As in Peugeot’s first full season in the 
World Endurance Championship, he was the 
stand-out man in its roster. His charges in the 
final stages at both Fuji and in Bahrain were a 
joy to watch. The Dane admittedly had fresh 
tyres to exploit thanks to a speculative strategy 
on the part of his team, but he delivered 
when the chips were down. A fourth place 
and then a first podium for the 9X8 in 
over a year were the reward. 
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TOP 50 RE-ENTRIES 


(and their most recent appearances) 


8 KEVIN ESTRE 
26th in 2019 
22nd in 2021 


15 JOEY LOGANO 
26th in 2016 
27th in 2018 
11th in 2022 


19 COLTON HERTA 
34th in 2019 
22nd in 2020 
14th in 2021 


21 PIERRE GASLY 
Ath in 2020 
10th in 2021 


25 WILL POWER 
30th in 2020 
42nd in 2021 
8th in 2022 


26 FELIPE NASR 
32nd in 2011 
37th in 2021 


28 SEBASTIEN BUEMI 
16th in 2020 
32nd in 2021 
30th in 2022 


30 DRIES VANTHOOR 
46th in 2018 
48th in 2021 
40th in 2022 


33 MIRKO 
BORTOLOTTI 
48th in 2011 
37th in 2017 


38 KELVIN 
VAN DER LINDE 


49th in 2021 


42 OLIVER ROWLAND 
27th in 2014 
11th in 2015 


43 PATO O’WARD 
34th in 2020 
19th in 2021 


46 YUKI TSUNODA 
27th in 2020 


47 TOM INGRAM 
47th in 2022 


49 ESTEBAN OCON 
19th in 2018 
33rd in 2021 
23rd in 2022 


50 ANTONIO 
FELIX DA COSTA 
(below) 
3rd in 2020 
17th in 2021 
Alst in 2022 


— RE-ENTRY 


Sebastien 
» Buemi 


4th in World Endurance Championship 
(Hypercar), 11th in Formula E 


Sebastien Buemi’s latest 
appearance in this list isn’t just 
down to his heroics in the last 


knockings of a WEC campaign 
that secured Toyota the manufacturers’ crown. 
The chance of a repeat of the 2022 and 2023 
drivers’ titles for the Swiss and his team-mates 
disappeared early in the season, but then 
Buemi performed at least as well as in those 
two years. His drive at Le Mans was superlative 
and deserved to be rewarded with a fifth 
victory at the French enduro. He’s been 
higher in the Top 50, but that harks back 
to the days when he was also a genuine 
frontrunner in Formula E. 
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Vv DOWN 21 


Lewis 
Hamilton 


7th in Formula 1 World Championship 


Back to winning ways in 2024 
after 946 days without gracing 
an F1 podium’s top step - 


Lewis Hamilton’s emotional 
Silverstone victory was the highlight of his 
season, but he was excellent in qualifying and 
on the orthodox two-stop strategy at Spa too. 
Hamilton’s in-race tyre management remains 
top class, as his pace while rising in Las Vegas 
and Abu Dhabi showed, plus how he held off 
Max Verstappen on more fragile tyres late in 
that Silverstone win. But his overall qualifying 
against George Russell and braking confidence 
struggles, plus errors such as at Austin, mean 
he goes to Ferrari with peak performance 
questions to answer. 
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— RE-ENTRY 
Felipe 
Nasr 


1st in IMSA SportsCar Championship (GTP) 
1st in Daytona 24 Hours 


He perhaps didn’t exhibit 

his raw speed too often, but 

Felipe Nasr’s partnership with 

Porsche Penske Motorsports 
and Dane Cameron led to a well-earned third 
title. The Brazilian was a model of consistency, 
and fast when he needed to be. Highlights 
included two wins - holding off Tom 
Blomavist’s Cadillac in the thrilling final stages 
at Daytona and duelling Renger van der Zande 
at Watkins Glen - as well as an opportunistic 
two-in-one pass at Detroit to snag fourth after 
an earlier puncture. He also showed his 
versatility in a post-season IndyCar test. 
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AUP 21 
Nico 
Hulkenberg 


11th in Formula 1 World Championship 


Nico Hulkenberg led the line 
admirably for Haas as the 
American team stepped up 
its performance for 2024. 
Brilliantly consistent in the first 10 races, all 
but one of his finishes in those were inside 
of the ninth/10th/11th bracket, then he took 
advantage of Haas upgrades to finish sixth 
in the Austrian and British Grands Prix. The 
German scored points in all but one of the last 
seven rounds - only missing out when he was 
disqualified in Brazil - with some wonderful 
qualifying efforts peppered throughout the 
year. Will have his work cut out to match his 
starring turns over 2024 with Sauber next year. 
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— RE-ENTRY 
Will 
Power 


4th in IndyCar Series 


This year represented a 
proper return to form for Will 
Power. The 43-year-old Aussie 
was back to a similar pace to 
2022, when he captured his second IndyCar 
title. The comparison came early and often, 
and he proved a problem for the paddock with 
three runner-up finishes in the opening four 
rounds. His ultimate return of seven podiums 
including three wins was the joint most in 
the series on both fronts, tied with Penske 
team-mate Scott McLaughlin. A late surge 
for a potential third title was wiped away 
in the Nashville finale after a seatbelt issue 
hindered any chance to dethrone Alex Palou. 


Renger 
van der Zande 


a= 
3rd in IMSA Sportscar Championship (GTP) 
1st in Petit Le Mans 


Fifteen years have passed since 
the Dutchman was a thorn in 
the side of Nico Hulkenberg 
and Daniel Ricciardo in 
Formula 3, yet Renger van der Zande still 
performs on a high level and was arguably 
the year’s outstanding IMSA SportsCar driver. 
The 38-year-old’s shining moment was a 
spectacular pass on Nick Tandy to secure 
victory in a thrilling ending to Petit Le Mans 
at Road Atlanta, to conclude his seven-year 
Cadillac career on a high. He was consistently 
the fastest Caddy driver throughout the second 
half of the season and made very few mistakes. 
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\ CADILLAC 
RACING 
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How van der Zande secured 
Petit Le Mans honours for Cadillac 


Renger van der Zande has made a 
habit of being in the right place at 
the right time to win the traditional 
IMSA season finale. In 2018, he 
profited from Filipe Albuquerque 
running out of fuel on the final lap 
to snatch a last-gasp victory in 
the Wayne Taylor Racing Cadillac 
DPi-V.R he shared with Jordan 
Taylor and Ryan Hunter-Reay. And 
in 2020, when necessary calendar 
rejigging meant the 10-hour race 
became the seventh round of nine, 
he again profited when Ricky Taylor 
and Felipe Nasr tangled to deliver 
the goods for WTR alongside 
Ryan Briscoe and Scott Dixon. 

But as van der Zande correctly 
points out when assessing this 


“Traffic slowed him and 
that’s when | went all-in, 
into Turn 1. It turned 

out really well!” 


year’s victory as the pick of the 
bunch, this time it was decided 
“on pure pace”. “The nicest win 
in Petit Le Mans for sure, the one 
| will remember for a long time,” 
is his assessment. 

There are plenty of other factors 
at play too for a driver who will 
switch to Meyer Shank Racing’s 
Acura team next year. It was also his 
Chip Ganassi Racing team’s Cadillac 


swansong before WTR takes over as 
the factory squad next year, while 
van der Zande points out that the 
slim chance of sneaking second in 
the points with Sebastien Bourdais 
meant victory was the sole focus. 
That turned the affair into “an 
all-in race”, which wasn’t about 

to change when his headlights 
periodically glitched out in 

the closing laps... 

“| had a couple of times where 
| could see our car was very strong 
going into Turn 1,” he recalls. 

“| overtook two GTP cars into Turn 1 
already, which for me was the 
indication. The time is right when 
the time is right and that’s exactly 
what happened. | was very close to 
[Nick] Tandy [in the Porsche Penske 
Motorsport 963] and | was taking 
care of my tyres very well, 
especially the front tyres. | stayed 
out of the slipstream for quite 

a while, because | otherwise 

would scrub them. 

“With 15 minutes to go, | asked 
on the radio, ‘Is there traffic coming 
in the next couple of laps?’ because 
that’s when | wanted to close 
the gap to Tandy and wait for the 
opportunity. And the opportunity 
came because he was obviously 
in traffic a little bit. 

“It slowed him down and that’s 
when | went all-in, into Turn 1. 

It turned out really well!” 


NUMBERS 26-21 


1st in Australian Supercars Championship 


As the 2024 Supercars season 
entered its final rounds, 
Will Brown carried the air 


of a driver whose tenure with 
the Triple Eight team could be measured 
in years, not months as was the reality. 
On occasion he lacked the outright pace 
of his team-mate Broc Feeney, but Brown 
was able to turn top-six situations into 
19 podium results from the 24 races and 
kept mistakes to a minimum. At 26, and 
with one NASCAR Cup start already on his 
CV, the USA may beckon - but for now 
Supercars has a new number one driver. 
More titles look likely in the future. 


— RE-ENTRY 


Pierre 
Gasly 


10th in Formula 1 World Championship 


Alpine’s struggles with an 
overweight and undercooked 
car at the start of 2024 hurt 


Pierre Gasly but, when the 
A524 started to improve, the Frenchman shone. 
Astretch of four points-scoring finishes from 
Monaco to Austria gave Alpine hope that it 
could reverse the arrears, but it was in a series 
of late-season improvements where Gasly’s 
year picked up. He followed team-mate 
Esteban Ocon home in Brazil for an unexpected 
2-3 finish, and continued to star: third on the 
grid in Las Vegas was wasted with an engine 
problem, but he rounded the year off with 
fifth and seventh in the last two races. 


ee 
met lan - a om 


%) 
lw 
to) 
< 
<= 
a 
[e) 
a 
7) 
(a4 
fe) 
= 
fe) 
= 
z 
= 
° 
nl 
a 
<= 
1o) 


19-26 DECEMBER 2024 AUTOSPORT.COM 25 


TOP 50 DRIVERS OF 2024 


v DOWN 16 


Kalle 
Rovanpera 


7th in World Rally Championship 


Kalle Rovanpera only 
contested seven WRC rallies 
in 2024, exchanging his title 


defence for a partial campaign 
to recharge his batteries and expand his 
horizons, but the two-time champion led them 
all. The 24-year-old won more events than 
anyone, surpassing the tally achieved in his 
2023 title run, and could easily have racked up 
seven wins without crashes in Sweden and 
Portugal. There was little he could do to avoid 
the rock that thwarted him in Finland. Outside 
rallying, his versatility was underlined by 
winning his fourth circuit race start in Carrera 
Cup Benelux and testing Red Bull’s 2012 F1 car. 


McKLEIN 


Colton 
Herta 


2nd in IndyCar Series 


Colton Herta enjoyed a 
renaissance campaign in 2024 
after two consecutive years 


mired in 10th. Andretti Global’s 
24-year-old leading man won twice, ending 
a 41-race drought dating back to 2022 with 
a masterful drive in Toronto, while taking a 
further four podiums and three poles. Herta 
closed out the year with a maiden oval triumph 
in the Nashville finale, shaking off any doubts 
of his oval prowess and overall hit a different 
level of maturity. He could be a handful for the 
paddock next year in what might be his last 
IndyCar season, if Cadillac F1 links bear fruit. 
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Nailing the formula 


for playoff success 


Joey Logano has an uncanny ability 
to turn average seasons into 
championship runs, especially with 
NASCAR’s current playoff format. 

In 2024, he earned one top-five 
finish in the first 14 races. In 2022, 
he was a third of the way through 
the season before he even wona 
race. In 2018, it was the same story 
again, with a single superspeedway 
victory during the entirety of 

the regular season. 

But once the playoffs arrived, 
Logano was always ready to pounce 
on the opportunity in front of him, 
even when he didn’t have the best 
car. In each of those three years, 
he won the title. 

Logano has never been the most 
popular champion among the fans, 
but his latest title run has some 
people particularly miffed. His 
average finish of 17.1 is the lowest 
ever for a Cup champion. To make 
it even stranger, he was briefly 
eliminated in the Round of 12 until 
a post-race technical infraction 
for Alex Bowman at the Charlotte 
Roval vaulted Logano back 
into the fray. 

And there’s the fact that the win 
that ensured hima place in the 


Championship 4 was collected via 
a fuel mileage gamble. Logano 
only led six laps in Las Vegas. But 
the 34-year-old wasn’t going 

to let criticism around his 
championship keep him down 
either, proudly declaring after 
Phoenix: “I’ve got a pretty sweet 
trophy right now. I’ll be laughing 
all the way to the bank.” 

He, and by extension Team 
Penske, have figured out this 
notoriously unpredictable format, 
and they should be respected for 
that. Penske has now won three 


“Some are miffed. His 
average finish of 17.1 is 
the lowest ever for a 
Cup champion” 


consecutive titles and Logano has 
made the final four more times 
than any other driver. 

And while it can be argued that 
Kyle Larson had an objectively 
better season, that simply doesn’t 
always matter in modern NASCAR. 
It’s all about winning in the right 
moment and Logano is one of the 
best at rising to the occasion when 
the big prize is in sight. 
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Nick 
—Zm Cassidy 
3rd in Formula E World Championship 
Less than a lap and a half 


separated Nick Cassidy from a 
maiden and deserved Formula 


E title, but he instead ended up 


third after snatching defeat from the jaws of 
victory. The Kiwi hit the ground running upon 
joining Jaguar’s works team, taking three 
podiums from the off, including victory in 
Jeddah. Another podium streak and another 
win in Berlin put Cassidy on the cusp of the 
title, but spinning from the lead at Portland 
set things in motion. He claimed his only 
pole when it mattered most for the London 
finale and was in prime position before 
being blamelessly taken out. 


— RE-ENTRY 


Joey 
Logano 


1st in NASCAR Cup 


Joey Logano is nowa 
three-time Cup champion, 
becoming just the 10th driver 
to ever win that many titles. 
His season was an odd one in truth, but 
something we’ve come to expect from the 
Penske Ford man. He was very quiet in the 
regular season, winning just once to make 
the playoffs. But when the time came, he 
did exactly what he needed to do in order 
to advance through each round. At Phoenix, 
he held off team-mate Ryan Blaney for 
the crucial win, once again snatching 
the crown out from under several drivers 
who had statistically better seasons. 


NO CHANGE 


Mitch 


grarniem 
€. Evans 


2nd in Formula E World Championship 


For the fourth consecutive 

season, Mitch Evans entered 

Formula E’s final round with 

a realistic title shot but came 
up just short. A combination of car problems 
early on, including a software issue resulting in 
Misano retirement, restricted strong results and 
left him playing catch-up. He won in Monaco 
after Jaguar’s strategic masterclass, while the 
Shanghai triumph improved his title hopes, but 
a harsh five-second penalty cost him another 
victory at Portland. Three podiums in the final 
three races weren’t enough for his maiden title, 
but recently he began the new campaign with 
Sao Paulo glory from last on the grid. 


NUMBERS 20-15 


AUP 22 
Kyle 
Larson 


6th in NASCAR Cup 


Kyle Larson had one of the 
strongest seasons in the 
NASCAR Cup field, winning a 
series-leading six races. He 
nearly won the regular season title despite 
missing a race while making his Indianapolis 
500 debut, and secured a NASCAR crown 
jewel at Indy later in the year by winning the 
Brickyard 400. But his most impressive victory 
came at Bristol, where Larson led 462 of 500 
laps in the infamous short track’s most 
dominant showing since 1977. But in this 
volatile playoff format, he still missed out 
onthe Championship 4 and had to settle 
for sixth in the final standings. 
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AUPS5 


Laurens 
Vanthoor 


1st in World Endurance Championship 
(Hypercar), 1st in Bathurst 12 Hour 


Aregular in the Autosport Top 
50 down the years, the elder 
Vanthoor sibling reasserted his 


claim to be one of the world’s 
top sportscar drivers. He impressed again at 
the wheel of Porsche’s 963 LMDh - it should be 
pointed out that this was only his second full 
season of prototype racing - and was rewarded 
with a world title. But the Belgian also 
reminded us of his talents in the GT ranks, 
where he cut his sportscar teeth. A first win 
at the Bathurst 12 Hour at the start of the 
year was a nice addition to his already 
long list of achievements. 
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AUP 13 


Oscar 


Ff 
Oh ee Piastri 


Ath in Formula 1 World Championship 


Oscar Piastri enjoyed a great 
second Fl season and made 
a valuable contribution to the 


end of McLaren’s long wait for 
a constructors’ title. With a slight race pace 
disadvantage to Lando Norris last year, Piastri 
picked up his game and claimed his first grand 
prix victory in Hungary - albeit with a bit of a 
team orders muddle. His second win in Baku 
came in much more salubrious circumstances, 
after absorbing heavy pressure from Charles 
Leclerc throughout. The Australian pressured 
Norris more regularly over 2024 and, if he 
can keep improving, might have a shot at 
next year’s title if McLaren remains top dog. 
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TOP 50 DROP-OGUTS 
FROM 2023 


Drivers’ 2023 Top 50 position and their 2024 results 


7 ANTONIO FUOCO 
2nd in World Endurance 
Championship (Hypercar), 
1st in Le Mans 24 Hours 


9 JAKE DENNIS 
7th in Formula E 


11 RITOMO MIYATA 
19th in FIA Formula 2 
Championship, 3rd in European 
Le Mans Series (LMP2) 


12 WILLIAM BYRON 
3rd in NASCAR Cup, 
1st in Daytona 500 


13 JOSEF NEWGARDEN 
8th in IndyCar Series, 
1st in Indianapolis 500 


16 BRENDON HARTLEY 
4th in World Endurance 
Championship (Hypercar) 


18 SCOTT DIXON 
6th in IndyCar Series 


20 SHANE VAN GISBERGEN 
12th in NASCAR Xfinity Series 


22 KAMUI KOBAYASHI 
3rd in World Endurance 
Championship (Hypercar) 


27 FILIPE ALBUQUERQUE 
6th in IMSA Sportscar 
Championship (GTP) 


28 BRODIE KOSTECKI 
17th in Australian Supercars 
championship, 1st in 
Bathurst 1000 


29 LIAM LAWSON 
21st in Formula 1 World 
Championship 


32 TOM BLOMQVIST 
30th in IndyCar Series, 
2nd in Daytona 24 Hours 


33 JAMES CALADO 
8th in World Endurance 
Championship (Hypercar), 


1st in Daytona 24 Hours (GTD Pro) 


34 RAFFAELE MARCIELLO 
14th in World Endurance 
Championship (Hypercar), 
9th in GT World Challenge 
Europe Endurance Cup 


JULES GOUNON 

5th in GT World Challenge 
Europe Sprint Cup, 13th in 
GT World Challenge Europe 
Endurance Cup, 21st in World 
Endurance Championship 
(Hypercar) 


36 ASH SUTTON 
3rd in British Touring Car 
Championship 


37 ELFYN EVANS 
2nd in World Rally Championship 


39 THOMAS PREINING 
5th in DTM, 2nd in Nurburgring 
24 Hours 


40 FREDERIK VESTI 
9th in European Le Mans Series 
(LMP2), 5th in Petit Le Mans 
(LMP2) 


41 SEBASTIEN BOURDAIS 
3rd in IMSA SportsCar 
Championship (GTP), 
1st in Petit Le Mans 


45 JOHAN KRISTOFFERSSON 
1st in World Rallycross 
Championship 


46 JACK HAWKSWORTH 
5th in IMSA SportsCar 
Championship (GTD Pro) 


47 TOMOKI NOJIRI 
2nd in Super Formula, 
9th in Super GT 


49 NICKY CATSBURG 
8th in IMSA SportsCar 
Championship (GTD Pro), 
1st in Spa 24 Hours (Pro-Am) 


50 SERGIO PEREZ 
8th in Formula 1 World 
Championship 
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Does Russell end the year as 
Verstappen’s biggest Fl enemy? 


They never ultimately ended up 
trying to share the same piece of 
asphalt in Abu Dhabi, where George 
Russell and Max Verstappen had 
engaged in a war of words as the 
event kicked off. 

Russell felt he had to respond 
to Verstappen’s suggestion that 
he’d made a meal of their Qatar Q3 
impeding incident to try to gain a 
grid position - which the Dutchman 
tripled down on a week later at Yas 
Marina - and his Mercedes team 
was only too happy to assist. Team 
boss Toto Wolff also called his Red 
Bull counterpart Christian Horner a 
“yapping little terrier” after Horner 
had said that Russell had been 
“hysterical” in Qatar. 

Mercedes viewed this as the 


“What happens in the 
stewards’ room? You 
fight hard, but it’s 
never personal” 


first shots of a 2025 title battle. 
And while Red Bull insiders 
didn’t agree, it’s all worth 
remembering given how long 
Verstappen holds grudges. 

He’s keen to maintain friendships 
with McLaren pair Lando Norris and 
Oscar Piastri despite their contact 
in 2024, apologising to the Aussie 
after their Abu Dhabi collision. 

Late in that event there was 
that stage-managed Grand Prix 
Drivers’ Association picture 
politeness between the two vocal 


adversaries of earlier in the week. 
But take away the PR, and Max vs 
George is now being billed as 
F1’s biggest driver enemy spat. 

Therefore, since it will likely keep 
coming up over the winter, here’s 
Russell’s main thrust from Abu 
Dhabi, when he was speaking to 
select media including Autosport: 
“I find it all quite ironic, considering 
Saturday night [in Qatar] he said 
he’s going to purposely go out 
of his way to crash into me and, 
quote, ‘put me on my f***ing 
head in the wall’. 

“To question somebody’s 
integrity as a person, while saying 
comments like that the day before, 
| find it very ironic, and I’m not 
going to sit here and accept it. 
People have been bullied by 
Max for years now, and you can’t 
question his driving abilities. 

But he cannot deal with adversity 
whenever anything has 
gone against him. 

“Jeddah 2021, Brazil 2021 - he 
lashes out. Budapest this year, 
very first race the car wasn’t 
dominant - crashing into 
Lewis, slamming his team. 

“As | said, for me, those 
comments on Saturday night and 
Sunday were totally disrespectful 
and unnecessary, because what 
happens on track, we fight hard. It’s 
part of racing. What happens in the 
stewards’ room? You fight hard, but 
it’s never personal. But you know, 
he’s taking it too far now.” 
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* NEW ENTRY 


Nicklas 
Nielsen 


2nd in World Endurance Championship 
(Hypercar), 1st in Le Mans 24 Hours 


Nicklas Nielsen proved how 
good he is in the final stages of 
the Le Mans 24 Hours as Ferrari 


made it two out of two in the 
big one after its return to top-flight sportscar 
racing as a factory. The pressure on the Dane 
was intense as he saved fuel while keeping the 
gap to the chasing Toyota, a car that in the 
conditions at the end was faster. It was the 
high point of an impressive season in which 
he emerged from the shadows of Antonio 
Fuoco, the standout driver in the #50 499P 
Le Mans Hypercar in 2023. 
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A UP 10 


George 
Russell 


6th in Formula 1 World Championship 


Qualifying was where George 
7 7 Russell gained an important 

edge at Mercedes in 2024, 

which he put down to his 
confidence rising in situations where the 
pressure is on. He ended up with a small but 
still significant 0.148s advantage over a driver 
with 104 F1 poles in Lewis Hamilton. Their 
head-to-head split ended up as 24-6, with only 
Max Verstappen and Valtteri Bottas having 
better. From strong starting positions Russell 
was often best of the rest behind the McLaren/ 
Red Bull/Ferrari battle, and picked up the 
pieces to win in Austria. His other victory, 
Las Vegas, he dominated assuredly. But there 
were still racing errors at key times too. 
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AUP 38 + NEW ENTRY — RE-ENTRY 
Thierry p §=Sho Kevin 
Neuville a Tsuboi Estre 

1st in World Rally Championship 1st in Super Formula, 1st in Super GT 1st in World Endurance Championship 


(Hypercar), 2nd in Nurburgring 24 Hours, 


After 17 years of hard graft, For years, Sho Tsuboi has been 2nd in Petit Le Mans 
10 Thierry Neuville can finally regarded as one of Super GT’s 

call himself a World Rally premier talents, but it was only Maybe not the ace in the pack 

champion. Five times a in 2024 that the Toyota driver of the Porsche Penske WEC 
runner-up, the Hyundai driver enjoyed a achieved the success in Super squad in year one of the 963 
standout season by leading the points from Formula that his talent warranted after a switch LMDh race programme, Estre 
start to finish, a feat most recently achieved by from Inging to TOM’S. Tsuboi’s campaign, came of age in 2024 when he 
Sebastien Ogier in 2016. Neuville scored two featuring three wins and seven podiums out of had the car under him to do the business. And 
impressive victories, the first in Monte Carlo nine, was arguably even better than Ritomo also, perhaps, when he didn’t! The lap he 
with the season’s only maximum points haul, Miyata’s run to the 2023 title. In Super GT, pulled to put the thing on pole at the Le Mans 
while the second at the Acropolis Rally came Tsuboi and new TOM’S team-mate Kenta 24 Hours is at least part of the reason for his 
despite opening the roads. Neuville mastered Yamashita demolished the opposition, with elevated standing here. That and an ultra- 
the WRC’s new points system the best. His Tsuboi joining an exclusive club of three-time consistent season that helped secure the WEC 
speed and consistency, as one of only two to champions and becoming only the sixth ever drivers’ title. The Le Mans lap was special - 
score points in every round, were rewarded. to do the Super GT/Super Formula double. the 963 most definitely wasn’t the fastest car. 
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mn AUP 36 HOW THE FORMULA E TITLE WAS WON AND LOST 


Pascal FORMULAE SEASON 
Weh rlei n MXC DIR1 DIR2 = SAP TOK MIS1 MIS2. MCO BER1 BER2 SHA1l SHA2 POR1 POR2 LONI LON2 
PTS 


' ' ' ! ' ' ' t ' 


wr =PASCAL WEHRLEIN 
NICK CASSIDY 
= MITCH EVANS 


1st in Formula E World Championship 


Pascal Wehrlein merited his 175 
world title after making no 
season-defining errors. He 
only non-scored twice due to 
collisions that weren’t his fault. 
Vastly improved qualifying was key; three poles 
meant nine bonus points, three more than his 
title-winning margin. His campaign began with One of A 
victory in Mexico and at Misano he benefited only two ra 
from Oliver Rowland’s woes to win again. non-scores a lead in USA 
Beating title rivals Mitch Evans and Nick 100 all year for proved pivotal 
Cassidy in London, ona track more suited to Wehrlein. ’ for Cassidy. 
Jaguar, underpinned a brilliant campaign. ‘ 


Spin from the 


75 


a Evans got 


his title tilt 


= going with 
25 |} — Monaco win. 
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TOM’S engineer Masaki Saeda 
on Sho Tsuboi’s strengths 


The pressure was on Sho Tsuboi’s 
shoulders when he took over 
Ritomo Miyata’s TOM’S seat in 
Super Formula. But after a shaky 
start in the Suzuka opener, he was 
never off the podium apart from 
at Motegi, which has always been 
a weak track for the team. 
Although there had been flashes 
of Tsuboi’s potential at Inging, the 
team was never consistent enough 
to fight for the title. But TOM’S race 
engineer Masaki Saeda was already 
aware of his new driver’s talents, 
the pair having worked together in 
Super GT - where Tsuboi entered 
the year as a two-time champion. 
“Of course, he’s always had the 


“Even though he says he 
thinks he is not mentally 
strong, he never gives 
off that impression” 


speed, and he’s really strong in the 
races, especially when it comes to 
knowing exactly when and how to 
overtake,” says Saeda of Tsuboi. 
“There were some difficulties at 
the start of the season with him 
moving teams, but we made a 
lot of progress, including the 
communication, and things finally 
went ina good direction. Getting 
the two wins at Fuji [in October] 
and building a gap in the 
championship was crucial.” 
Unlike Miyata, who is prone to 


wearing his heart on his sleeve, 
Tsuboi radiates an image of almost 
zen-like calm and resilience, 
although after winning the Super 
Formula title he showed a degree 
of vulnerability when he described 
himself as “weak” mentally. 

But there’s also a degree of 
similarity between the two drivers, 
which shouldn’t come as a surprise 
since both are very much products 
of the same Toyota/TOM’S 
ladder system. 

“Ritomo sometimes had a 
slightly negative way of thinking, so 
we had to try and make him think 
more positively,” says Saeda. “With 
Tsuboi, even though he says he 
thinks he is not mentally strong, 
he never gives off that impression. 

“Like Ritomo, he is very good 
at preparing thoroughly, looking 
at onboards and thinking how he 
can drive better. He is the kind 
of driver who can be entrusted 
with his own preparation.” 

There has been no suggestion 
so far of Tsuboi following in the 
footsteps of Miyata by using his 
success in Japan as a springboard 
to a career overseas, but that isn’t 
to say he wouldn’t be equally 
capable of making his mark 
if handed the chance. 

“I definitely think he could be 
successful,” says Saeda. “He said 
he wanted to drive a Formula 1 car, 
so | hope he gets the chance.” 


NUMBERS 10-6 


AUP9 


Carlos 
Sainz 


5th in Formula 1 World Championship 


A classy year for Carlos Sainz 

in difficult circumstances, in 

knowing that first, his Ferrari 

seat was going to Lewis 

Hamilton in 2025 and second, 
in losing a race to appendicitis. The Spaniard 
bounced back from the illness with a fine 
victory in Melbourne, and his victory in Mexico 
was perhaps his most dominant in F1 to date. 
Although largely in Charles Leclerc’s mirrors 
over 2024, he kept things ticking over with 
points across Ferrari’s difficult middle part of 
the year. He concluded a special chapter in 
his career with second in Abu Dhabi; now, 
Williams’s bid for a revival awaits... 
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A UP 26 


Scott 
McLaughlin 


3rd in IndyCar Series 


Had it not been for Team 
Penske’s push-to-pass scandal 
that rocked the IndyCar Series 
and negated a third-place finish 
in the St Petersburg season- 
opener, Scott McLaughlin could very well have 
been crowned champion. The 31-year-old 
New Zealand native was a force in 2024, with 
a season that elevated him to another level. 

He netted three wins, equalling Team Penske 
team-mate Will Power and Arrow McLaren’s Pato 
O’Ward for most in the series, and also matched 
Power on a series-leading seven podiums. But 
McLaughlin sat alone at the top in two other 
categories with 637 laps led and five pole 
positions - including the Indianapolis 500 - in 
a campaign that also featured a breakthrough 
oval victory at lowa Speedway, backed up with 
another at Milwaukee just a month later. 

If the podium at St Petersburg was upheld 
in combination with his results for the year, 
McLaughlin would have drawn level with Alex 
Palou at season’s end with 540 points and 


claimed the title via tiebreaker, by virtue of having 


more wins. He had to settle for third instead, 
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yet McLaughlin could hold his head high. 

But perhaps no display was more impressive 
than on the weekend the overtake penalty - 
which came 45 days later, heading into the third 
round at Barber Motorsports Park - was handed 
out. Demonstrating immense mental fortitude, 
he blocked out the noise to claim pole en route 
to an authoritative victory. And there could be 
no further proof that McLaughlin’s transition 
from three-time Supercars champion to routine 
IndyCar title challenger has come full circle 
than breaking his oval racing duck. 

“There’s room for improvement all the time,” 
McLaughlin reflected in the aftermath of his lowa 
win. “I’m nowhere near a complete driver. | just 
feel like I’m an IndyCar driver now, or I’m proud 
to say that | am. Ultimately, everyone wants to 
win onan oval. It’s exhilarating, the most fun 
race tracks some days. You get a lot of enjoyment 
from oval racing. It’s the backbone of the sport.” 

McLaughlin, who joined IndyCar full-time 
in 2021, has methodically improved with 
each passing year and has now earned three 
consecutive top-four finishes in the standings. It’s 


safe to say he’ll be one to watch for years to come. 


McLaughlin feels 
like a proper 
IndyCar driver 
now he’s won 
onan oval 


: 


MILLER/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


1st in IndyCar Series 


He didn’t produce the same level 
of dominance as last year, but 
the end result was the same: 
Alex Palou hoisted the Astor Cup 
Trophy for a third time in 2024. 

The Spaniard still racked up an impressive 
season in the IndyCar Series, scoring two victories, 
four other podiums, 13 top 10s and three poles in 
the 17 points-paying rounds en route to becoming 
the first back-to-back champion since Dario 
Franchitti’s hat-trick in 2009-11. Additionally, Palou 
was never threatened in the non-points exhibition 
at The Thermal Club, leading every lap from pole 
to win in the $1 Million Challenge. 

Unlike last year’s off-track legal drama involving 
McLaren that undoubtedly required a tremendous 
amount of mental toughness, Palou was tested in 
a different way during this title run. Six of the final 
eight races were contested on ovals - a track 
discipline he has yet to break through to win on - 
as he sought to fend off Team Penske’s Will Power. 
Despite the odds, Palou managed three top-five 
finishes over those six last oval events, including 
a crucial runner-up finish in the second race at 
lowa Speedway after crashing out of the opener. 

Being critical of himself, Palou doesn’t believe 
he completely outclassed the field for his third 
championship over the past four seasons. 


a a 


NELSGNIMOTORSPORT IMAGES 


—__——* 
INDIANAPOLIS 


“| would say we’ve not been amazing anywhere, 


except Thermal, and that didn’t count,” he said. 
“Indy road course, yeah, it was our first win. But 
we’ve always been there, even when we were 
struggling a little bit. Like Toronto, we had that 
penalty [losing his two fastest laps] in qualifying 
for interference. We were starting P-bananas and 
still made it to the top five. Those were the days 
where, instead of having a really bad day, we 
actually made points to all the other competitors.” 
While the Chip Ganassi Racing driver has yet to 


NUMBERS 5-4 


ABBOTT/MOTORSPORT IMAGES, . 


win on an oval, he has four top-three results on 
the unique track discipline, including as a stellar 
runner-up in the 2021 Indianapolis 500. Until he 
can secure an oval victory, there will be an element 
of unfinished business for the 27-year-old, who 
is making it a prime target in 2025. Speaking 
at Nashville, he said that his aim is to “try 
and up my game on ovals”. 

“There’s something there,” he acknowledged. 
“I don’t know how to get that from me, as you 
can see. We'll get it next year.” 
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Lando 
Norris 


2nd in Formula 1 World Championship 


Undoubtedly, his best Formula 1 
season to date - with the statistics 
proving so. In 2024, Lando Norris 
finished as championship 
runner-up (his previous best 

finishing position was sixth in 2021 and 2023), 

he took four wins in breaking his GP victory 

duck (along with a sprint win too), and took 

his F1 career pole tally to near double figures 

when he’d had just one coming in. 

But it can’t be forgotten how his season had 
narrative nuance along with the cold numbers. 

In the early part of the year, Norris still had to 
shake the no-wins monkey (and cowardly social 
media moniker) from his reputation. But he did 
this with aplomb when elevated into a winning 
position in the Miami race - the perfect place for a 
party reveller to celebrate his breakthrough. And 
he went on to score very fine wins at Zandvoort 
and in Abu Dhabi, and in Singapore too. 

While in an F1 title battle for the first time, he 
faced many questions about his temperament 
behind the wheel - regarding starts (Budapest and 
Spa following his Shanghai sprint start struggle), 
mistakes at key moments, and the challenge of 
racing Max Verstappen at full-tilt. To his credit, 
he addressed much of this very well. 

On starts, when the pressure was really on for 


pe | 
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McLaren in Abu Dhabi, he utterly nailed it. And 
in battle, he learned from that bruising Austin 
experience to critically get fractionally in front of 
Verstappen a week later in Mexico and in doing 
so exposed his rival’s cynical tactics to stewards’ 
judgements and penalties. 

But the error count can’t be ignored - even if 
McLaren played a part. And, ultimately, it’s why 


he’s slipped a place in our F1 ranking versus 2023. 


Better qualifying results in Bahrain, Miami and 
Brazil (sprints) went begging. There were offs 
racing Carlos Sainz and George Russell, plus how 


> 
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he let Verstappen back ahead in the Austria sprint. 

Then there were those Singapore wallstrike 

moments, the Qatar yellow flags gaffe and more. 
To end on a high note, it’s worth recalling 

how well Norris did in qualifying against a 

hard-charging team-mate in the form of Oscar 

Piastri. Norris not only won their head-to-head 

24-6 (across all qualifying sessions), but he held 

a significant 0.313s average pace difference too. 
Norris made an almighty step up in 2024. 

F1 can’t wait to see what he'll do with win-worthy 

machinery from the off next time. 


RT IMAGES 


Singapore GP was 
one of four 
victories in 
Norris’s fine 

breakout season 
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How good Leclerc was in 2024, 
in the Ferrari star’s own words 


One of the key reasons why 
Charles Leclerc got the nod 

over Lando Norris for second 
place in this ranking was his 
strength in wheel-to-wheel 
combat this season: the only driver 
to offer Max Verstappen a battle 
during the Dutchman’s rise at 
Interlagos; his brilliant, swooping 
pass on George Russell at Turn 1 
in China; his holding off of Oscar 
Piastri’s faster McLaren at 
Zandvoort and in Qatar. 

Ahead of the Abu Dhabi season 
finale, we asked Leclerc what all 
that meant to him, as well as to 
assess his 2024 season. 

Here’s his reply in full: 


CL | always enjoy wheel-to-wheel. 
It’s always a very exciting moment 
of the weekend where you’ve got 
to adapt to different drivers. Of 
course, you get to know drivers 
and you adapt your driving style 
to it as well and obviously when 
lots is at stake, it’s where you 

can take more risk and that’s 
where | enjoy it the most. 

For example, with our car [in 
Qatar, with pressure on in the 
constructors’ championship] 
obviously there was a bit more 
risk taken just because | knew that 
it was very important for us to be 
taking as many points as possible 
to McLaren. So, there’s also this 
part of the story. When you are 
fighting with one clear target, you 
can afford to be a bit more on the 


aggressive side, which | enjoy. 
Then looking back at the 

season, | think it’s been very 

solid from the whole team. | think 

there’s the performance of the car, 

which we weren’t at the level 

where we wanted to be for the 


“Wheel-to-wheel, you 
get to know drivers and 
you adapt your driving 
style to it as well” 


first half of the season. The second 
half, we were more in line with 
McLaren and Red Bull. 

But as a driver, | feel like 
looking back at this year, there 
hasn’t been really any missed 
opportunities, which in the other 
years, when | look back, there 
was always one or two races 
where | wanted to do things that 
were not possible. And, by that, 
it was biting me. That would 
mean that | would get zero 
points in a weekend where 
| could have got eight or 10. 

Even if that’s not much, at the 
end when you add these things 
up it makes a difference 
and on a year like this, | 
don’t think I’ve left 
any chances 
behind. 

That is 

why I’m 
satisfied with 
the season. 
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AUP 12 


Charles 
Leclerc 


3rd in Formula 1 World Championship 


If 2024 was a year when Ferrari made 

it clear exactly how much Charles 

Leclerc means to the team - signing 

him to a new contract and leaving 

Carlos Sainz exposed when Lewis 
Hamilton became available - then he too showed 
how much the Prancing Horse means to him. 

The disappointment at Ferrari of losing the 
constructors’ battle to McLaren in Abu Dhabi on a day 
when Leclerc had risen from 19th on the grid to third 
- surely one of his most impressive F1 drives - was 
etched on his face in the paddock post-race. 

Like Lando Norris, Leclerc could have been 
champion this term but for his team not providing 
him with the best car package. After all, from the 
summer break onwards he scored the most points 
of the whole pack (179 - four more than Norris and 
19 over Max Verstappen). 

Leclerc’s main problem was that Ferrari went off the 
boil in car performance terms with its floor update 
introduced at June’s Spanish GP, which robbed him 
of confidence in the fastest corners. But at Spa, in the 
wet or dry, Leclerc was seriously impressive. He scored 
brilliant wins at Monza and Austin once the season 
was going again and Ferrari’s recovery on. 

At the start of the year, Leclerc had surprisingly been 
the weaker in Ferrari’s line-up. His struggles with tyre 
preparation in qualifying coincided with the bombshell 
to Sainz of his dropping for 2025, fuelling the Spaniard 
to new heights of performance. But Leclerc rallied and 
Sainz’s run proved unsustainable. 

Leclerc’s 33-lap stint at the Italian GP where every 
lap was within a second earned headlines in his 
fantastic win there, but it should not be forgotten 
that he was also great on another one-stopper back in 
China. This tyre management element of his game is 
often overlooked, around all that qualifying wildness. 

There was less of this on display overall in 2024, 
although his Bahrain, Australia, Singapore, Mexico and 
Abu Dhabi qualifying errors were costly. Austria was a 
messy one overall and at Imola and in Mexico he had 
race offs too. That Las Vegas radio outburst was weird. 
But perhaps his biggest mistake was assuming he’d 
get the lead back in Baku when Oscar Piastri attacked. 

In a year where he deserved the plaudits for his 
brilliant racecraft, his qualifying record against Sainz 
(17-12 head-to-head record from all sessions, with an 
average advantage of 0.115s, the closest between 
any team-mates this year) and the competition 
he had within his own team boosts his ranking. 

And there was beautiful emotion too - on display 
most when he finally won at home in Monaco. 
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Ww Max 


_ “=e Verstappen 


1st in F1 World Championship 


No debate on brilliance, 
but 1s this his best? 


There were peerless performances and demerits too on 
the path to sealing a fourth world championship title 


Alex Kalinauckas 


his best and not his best.” That’s how we've described the 

world champion’s campaign in our Formula 1 driver 

rankings (see p17 in the supplement with this issue). 
And that’s because there are two ways of looking at Verstappen’s 
performance over the past months. 

One is that his success in winning the title again with immense 
performance peaks against the background of a squad seemingly 
imploding around him combined into Verstappen’s greatest ever season. 
The other pairs the moments in this campaign that were of a lower ebb 
than in his other championship wins with more cynical (some would 
say disappointing) tactics in battle, to dip it below his other highs 
overall. Well, now it’s time to open the box. 

Starting with ‘the best’ argument, two things cannot be denied. The 
first is how crushingly good and dominant Verstappen was in winning 
four of the opening five races this term. This might have been a straight 
run were it not for his brake fire in Melbourne. 

The second is how, in 2024, Verstappen produced higher performance 
peaks than ever. His Brazilian Grand Prix wet-weather masterclass will : 
live longest in the memory, but his beatings of Lando Norris at Imola, 
Barcelona and in Qatar were arguably even better given they didn't 
involve assistance from red flags in gaining places. 

That’s not to denigrate Verstappen’s Interlagos triumph — he was 
exceptional there. Pass after pass at Turn 1, building on his excellent 
2016 race in similar conditions at the same track. And there he finally 
snapped Norris's faint title hopes. Truly, it was a champion’s drive and 
Verstappen is a worthy title winner once again. 

Those Imola, Spain and Qatar triumphs are so noteworthy because in 
each Verstappen triumphed against the odds, with Norris blowing the 
best car potential overall in the latter two and unable to find a way past 
in the first when the McLaren came alive in the final stint. That Verstappen 
fended him off at Imola having completely lost his tyre temperature >> 


7 “A Schrodinger’s season for Max Verstappen. Concurrently 


Verstappen 
was capable of 
operating ona 

higher level than 
ever in his career 
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operating window was, on reflection, something surely no one else could 
have done in the RB20. But it wasn’t just the wins that were impressive. “He 
just adapts incredibly well to what he’s got,” Red Bull team boss Christian 
Horner marvels of Verstappen’s efforts to bank points in those races where 
his car was far from class-leading. “And I think what he showed, really, this 
year is just another level of maturity and experience. Still bringing home 
hard-earned points was incredibly important.” In those contests - to which 
we'll add his Silverstone podium and Monza sixth - Verstappen finished 
second when in each McLaren had the pace to finish easily 1-2, and in 
Singapore the Ferrari drivers fumbled pace that meant they should have 
been challenging for the podium, or potentially the win. 

Verstappen continued to display searing one-lap speed in 2024, adding 
another eight poles to end the year on a career total of 40 - clear of Nigel 
Mansell, Alain Prost and Jim Clark in the all-time standings. But perhaps 
more impressive was how he fell from a front-row percentage of 72.7% 
with the all-conquering RB19 in 2023 to just 62.5% with its successor. 
Clearly the opposition was much increased this year. This explains why 
he said after securing the title in Las Vegas that he feels he’s grown “as 
a driver” and become “more all around” in terms of execution. 

On the ‘not his best’ argument, the errors are a sensible starting point. 
Verstappen scraped the wall exiting Ste Devote on the final Monaco Q3 
runs and blew a possible shot at pole, which became sixth in the following 
day’s procession. Then, at Silverstone, he was oddly off the road at Copse 
in Q1 and picked up considerable floor damage. This left him starting 
fourth and out of the pole battle again. 

The errors extend to how he drove in battle too. Just as at Monza in 
2021, late in the Austrian GP he reacted poorly to a long Red Bull pitstop - 
in this case losing him a very well-built lead the day after he'd blown the 
opposition away in qualifying. With Norris flying again on McLaren’s 
lower-fuel/harder-tyre magic combo, it was Verstappen’s squeeze that 
led to their contact and his penalty. 


Headline- 
grabbing rise 
through the rain 
to win from 17th- 
place grid slot 
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Beating Norris 


against the 
odds at Imola 


=. Within the team 


REVIOUS 


Max Verstappen 
Max Verstappen 
Lewis Hamilton 
Lewis Hamilton 
Lewis Hamilton 
Lewis Hamilton 
Lewis Hamilton 
Daniel Ricciardo 
Lewis Hamilton 
Daniel Ricciardo 
Sebastian Vettel 
Fernando Alonso 
Sebastian Vettel 
Sebastian Vettel 
Lewis Hamilton 
Robert Kubica 
Kimi Raikkonen 
Fernando Alonso 


Sebastien Loeb 


Michael Schumacher 
Michael Schumacher 
Michael Schumacher 


MAUGER/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 
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e Formula Winter Series races on Pirelli tyres 


In Hungary - this time frustrated that the RB20’s higher-downforce 
upgrade had not put Red Bull back ahead of McLaren on pure pace - 
he collided with Lewis Hamilton yet again. And, just like in Austria, 
he was fortunate that this didn’t cost him more points. Elsewhere, 
he cracked when the pressure with Norris was at its highest - at 
Austin and in Mexico. In the former, his slip off the road in his 
now-honed art of turning defence into attack - think Brazil 2021 
versus Hamilton - again had a lucky ending. Here the stewards 
chose to focus on Norris overtaking off-track at the same time. 

In Mexico, Verstappen got it wrong in continuing to drive fully to 
the track exit at Turn 4 when Norris had successfully adapted his own 
tactics and got his wheels ahead, conforming to F1’s ‘Driving Standards 
Guidelines’ requirements, which he hadn’t done in Texas. Verstappen’s 
next move in forcing Norris off three corners later smacked of red-mist 
loss of control. It was the sort of thing we hadn't seen - but many 
had continued to wonder about - since that 2021 campaign. 

This impacts for three reasons on assessment of Verstappen’s 2024 
season. First, with Norris and McLaren still growing into title-contending 
roles, and Ferrari and Mercedes going on and off the boil, they must be 
considered weaker opposition than the title-hoovering Hamilton/Mercedes 
of 2021. And for most of 2022 and all of 2023 Red Bull had no opposition. 

Second, while Verstappen made more errors in 2021, in 2024 his 
mistakes were of greater magnitude. For example, his crash in qualifying 
for the 2021 Saudi Arabian GP only relegated him to third on the grid. A 
tiny slip that year overtaking Hamilton on the outside of Turn 4 in Bahrain, 
for a first-time title contender against a seven-time world champion, is 
less of an issue than getting the battle wrong against Norris this year in 
Mexico - albeit this time as the ‘defender’ at Turn 4. 

But perhaps the strongest argument for Verstappen’s 2021 trumping his 
2024 is how, in his first title year, there were no weekends as bad as his 
Azerbaijan GP trial of this season. Here, Verstappen blamed his set-up 


HONE/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


“With all the smart heads in the 
team, you sit together and you 
just have an open discussion” 


choices, which centred on ride height level, for his poor, off-colour 
weekend overall. But his part in adopting that cannot be overlooked. 
Ditto Sergio Perez, who Verstappen otherwise destroyed in 2024, 
outqualifying and comprehensively outracing him that weekend. 

This was one race on from the RB20’s handling nadir at Monza. But 
there Verstappen had the edge on Perez. On the changing of the car’s 
handling, Horner pinpoints this to Imola, where “we brought an upgrade 
where I think we just made the window that bit smaller on the car. The 
car became quite difficult to operate from that point on.” 

For Verstappen this meant wild swings in discovery of whether he would 
be grappling oversteer too severe even for his high-entry-speed, brake- 
steering style, or be hit with the understeer he detests, as Red Bull struggled 
to get the RB20 gelling with the tricky Pirellis. Sometimes in qualifying, 
this swing would happen segment to segment as conditions changed. 

In response, Verstappen put in what Red Bull insiders claim was the 
most hours he’s ever spent at its Milton Keynes factory. “Everyone was 
struggling to understand,” he explains. “So, just asking questions, 
working together, looking at data, looking at analysis that came 
up after every single race we can. 

“Tm not the engineer, I’m not going to tell them how to design a floor or 
whatever — a suspension. But I can ask questions, and then we discuss, and 
we go through what we can see from the data of the track, windtunnels, 
CFD, all these things, simulator. And with all the smart heads in the team, 
you sit together and you just have an open discussion about things. And I 


Hungary 
frustration, voiced 
in radio messages, 

led to errors of 
judgement 
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explained my difficulties with the car. Sometimes it’s very important 
to have everyone together in the same room.” 

Horner credits Red Bull's late-season turnaround with the RB20’s 
handling - introduced in its Austin floor and sidepod upgrades - to “what 
he was feeling”. He continues: “That’s where Max was hugely impressive 
this year - the leadership that he inspired from within the car for the 
direction that we needed to take to address some of the issues.” 

How then to decide whether this really was Verstappen’s best F1 title 
given these opposing cases? Focusing solely on on-track achievements/ 
mistakes, 2021 wins, and taking into account his galvanising of Red Bull 
to address the car’s mid-season issues even around the fallout from the 
team’s management war, it must be this one. 

But Verstappen himself had a part in that charade. It was his father 
locked in a tussle with the team principal, Verstappen implying that he 
would leave if Red Bull motorsport advisor Helmut Marko was axed, and 
not doing enough to shut down Mercedes chief Toto Wolff’s wooing 
mid-season. And he was vocally on the radio slamming Red Bull's 
strategy and upgrades in Hungary. 

His camp will argue that they were acting in the team’s best interests. 
And that “being on the limit, pushing a car sometimes beyond its 
capabilities”, as Horner puts it, contributed to his errors. Yet the 
same is true of 2021, with stronger opposition. 

That combination becomes our deciding factor. This wasn’t Verstappen’s 
best title. But that doesn’t mean it wasn’t bursting with brilliance. 
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Pee 8 our Top 50 and who were the } Championship triumph 
E drivers that just missed out in Las Vegas with 


two GPs still to run 
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Four years in 
a row the Red 
Bull driver has 
cemented his 
superstar status 
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THE GOOD AND THE BAD OF MAX VERSTAPPEN’S 2024 - 


IN NUMBERS 


WINS 


5 more than next-best 
Lando Norris 


§ 


POLES 


equal highest with Nor 


TOTAL 
PODIUMS 


1 more than 
Norris and 
Charles Leclerc, 
who ended up 
equal on 13 


ris 


FASTEST 
LAPS 


3 behind Norris’s 
leading total of 6 


5 more than 
next-best Norris 


PENALTY 
POINTS 


§ 


without any 
dropping off 
his licence until 
30 June 2025 


5 more than 
next-best Norris 


20 


STEWARDS’ 
DECISIONS 


RACE 
FINISHES 
WITH 
POINTS 


1 behind joint leaders Norris and Oscar Piastri 


L A Pp S 55 behind leader Piastri 
COMPLETED 


POSITIONS I 
LOST 


excludes back 
of the grid Sai 
penalties 


LAPS IN EACH POSITION 
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the most in 2024, ahead ; 


of Kevin Magnussen’s 19 
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Pictures of the year 


The 2024 motorsport season seen through a viewfinder - here’s a snapshot 


of our photographers’ work from trackside, pitlane and special stage 


STEVE ETHERINGTON 
motorsport 


Three into one does go - albeit only forthe briefest of moments-whenit’s Turn 1 atthe 
Hungaroring and the trio of drivers are Max Verstappen, Lando Norris and Oscar Piastri 


Pictures of the year 
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Kalle Rovanpera’s Toyota GR Yaris sported a snorkel dueto the threat of heavy rain 
as he kept out of trouble - although not the standing water - to win the Safari Rally 
COLIN McMASTER/McKLEIN 


Pictures of the year 


Sam Osborne’s tartan-liveried 
Alliance Racing Ford Focus ST 
infullflightatthe BTCC’s 
Knockhill round in August 
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Australian Supercars star Cameron 
Waters was untouchablein his 
race-one victory at Surfers Paradise 
MARK HORSBURGH/EDGE PHOTOGRAPHICS 
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Pictures of the year 


SIMON GALLOWAY 


Logan Sargeant exits his crashed and now blazing 
motorsport Williams FW46 after overcooking it in FP3 at Zandvoort 
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JEP ‘ 
Asthesun goes down onthe 2024 WEC season, Toyota’s Sebastien 
motorsport y 


IMAGES Buemi delivers a superb win-or-bust closing performance in Bahrain 
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It poured down pretty 
muchallnight at the Spa 
24 Hours - here Valentino 
Rossi’s WRT BMW M4GT3 
passes by the eventual 
race-winning Comtoyou 
Aston Martininthe 
drenched pitlane 

JEP/SRO 


Pictures of the year 


Review 


LESLEY ANN MILLER 


motorsport Tyler Reddick’s 23XI Racing Toyota Camry flipsin the infield grasson 


IMAGES the NASCAR Cup Series’ second visit to Las Vegas Motor Speedway 


ALASTAIR STALEY ‘ P F 
Porsche Formula E driver Antonio Felix da Costa takes 
motorsport 


IMAGES his trophy foracelebratory dip after victory at Misano 
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Pictures of the year 


GOLD AND GOOSE 


MotoGP rookie sensation Pedro Acosta 
motorsport 


blasts through the Motegi tunnel 
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SIMON GALLOWAY 
motorsport 


Lewis Hamilton raises the Union Jackafter a thrilling 
and emotional British Grand Prix comeback victory 


Pictures of the year 


Fans’ fireworks and flares 
bathe Monte Carlo Rally 
nightstagesin an eerie, 
almost hellish glow 

TOM BANKS/McKLEIN 


CY motorsport Josef Newgarden clocks up the miles in practice forthe 


wh \MAGES Indy 500. Ten days later he won with adramatic late pass 
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Pictures of the year 


The pair of works Porsche 
Penske Motorsport 963s 
runnosetotailatthe 

6 Hoursof Spa 

DREW GIBSON/PORSCHE 


Fastest laps of 2024 


Our annual look at the fastest laps set in car 


races on each circutt in the British Isles 


Compiled by Marcus Simmons 


STEVE JONES 


TRACK, DRIVER AND CAR TIME SPEED DATE 


ANGLESEY INTERNATIONAL 


1m32.164s 82.02mph  30J 
Luke Garlick (Ginetta G56 GTP8) m s mp un 


MICHAELCHESTER 


ANGLESEY COASTAL 


1m05.864s 84.72mph 6 Jul 
Shane Stoney (Radical-Suzuki PR6) - g Me e 


1m02.358s 105.82mph 19Ma 
Tony Greenan (Dallara-Mercedes F317) P y 


~ 
BRANDS HATCH GRAND PRIX 
1m19.097s 110.74mph 28S — 
John Bennett (Tatuus-Mountune MSV-022) mn : NY me = 7 . — —— a 
BRANDS HATCHINDY 45.177s 96.25mph__17Aug DONINGTON PARK NATIONAL 58.880s 121.00mph 4Aug 


Mike Jenvey (Jenvey Gunn-Ford/Duratec) Freddie Tomlinson (Ginetta-Zytek 09S) 


CADWELL PARK GOODWOOD 
1m21.899s 96.13mph 20 Jul 1m18.678s 108.89mph 14A 
Thomas Gadd (Jedi-Suzuki Mk6/7) : pe ‘ John Spiers (McLaren-Chevrolet M1B) = . ae Pr 


eid manana : 1m05.199s 102.14mph 26Aug ct oeuee 52.182s 104.308mph 22Jun 
Alex Champkin (Phantom-Suzuki PR24) Michael Connolly (Dallara-Renault T08) 
See : 1m16.669s 99.780mph 24Aug adeno 48.332s 94.37mph 10Aug 
George Line (Dallara-Volkswagen F308) Deagen Fairclough (Tatuus-Abarth T-421) 
DONINGTON PARKGRAND PRIX 1m24.049s 106.53mph _8Sep KNOCKHILLANTI-CLOCKWISE 51.5568 88.771mph 7Sep 


Arthur Rogeon (Tatuus-Mountune MSV-022) Ron Cumming (Nemesis-Vauxhall Kit Car) 
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Who's the quickest? 


SILVERSTONEINTERNATIONAL 


DUNBAR/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


LONDONEXCEL OULTON PARKINTERNATONAL 
1m11.331 42mph 21 i d 
Jake Hughes (Nissan e-4ORCE 04) pitheete: Seem au John Bennett (Tatuus-Mountune MSV-022) TUS MUACS en Se) 


LYDDEN HILL 


43.732 2.31mph 1 1Im19. 100. h 22 
Jason Prybil(Ray-Ford/Kent GR20) Bots, sees ne 24UD mi SOEs dese inp al 


Chris Lulham (Radical-RPE SR3) 


MALLORY PARK 48.263s 100.69mph 19Ma PEMBREY NATIONAL 
Adrian Bradley (BMW E46 M3) : ; P y Damian Longotano (Westfield-MillingtonSE) 1m00.298s 86.92mph 19May 


MONDELLO PARK INTERNATIONAL SILVERSTONE GRAND PRIX 
Tony Greenan (Dallara-Mercedes F317) MRC ASE) eeeezeafely Tw. Carlos Sainz (Ferrari SF-24) a 


MONDELLO PARK NATIONAL SILVERSTONE HISTORIC GRAND PRIX 
564 1.4 h 7A 1m45.1 124.54mph 25A 
Tony Greenan (Dallara-Mercedes F317) ee eae ad Tim de Silva (OAK-Pescarolo-Judd 01) neces Samp ze Oue 


SILVERSTONE INTERNATIONAL 


1m00.574s 110.00mph 17Mar 
Mike Jenvey (Jenvey Gunn-Ford/Duratec) P 
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Tony Bishop (Dallara-Volkswagen F308) eas Osmph.. 3 Nov 

SNETTERTON 300 

Marcus Clutton (Audi R8 LMS GT3) id 

SNETTERTON 200 

George Line (Dallara-Volkswagen F308) BAAS AIT Meecha AUNT 
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Porsche adds 
IMSA crown 
to WEC glory 


The IMSA SportsCar Championship 
continued its strong growth trend in 2024. 
The intensity of the competition didn’t 
waver, either. Of the 11 manufacturers 
involved in the series’ four classes 

(LMP3 was dropped to accommodate 

the burgeoning remaining categories), 
only Ford and McLaren failed to notch 

a victory, and the majority of driver and 
manufacturer titles remained undecided 
until the final round, with Porsche pair 
Felipe Nasr and Dane Cameron emerging 
as champions of the headline GTP class. 

The second year of GTP - aka LMDh - 
once again provided plenty of excitement 
as all four full-season entrants (Acura, 
BMW, Cadillac and Porsche) earned 
race wins. Newcomer Lamborghini also 
displayed distinct promise. The Italian 
marque contested only the long-distance 
races with its attractive SC63, but legitimate 
highlights included leading at Indianapolis 
and Romain Grosjean’s fastest race lap 
at the Petit Le Mans finale. 

Ultimately, Porsche rebounded in style 
from a disappointing maiden campaign 
with its 963. Porsche Penske Motorsports’ 
season-long pairing of Nasr and Cameron 


Bourdais and van der Zande 
best non-Porsche crew in points 
after Cadillac Petit Le Mans win 
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Watkins Glen victory 
was the second for 
Nasr and Cameron 


were ably assisted by Matt Campbell and 
Josef Newgarden in edging the Action 
Express Cadillac of Pipo Derani, Jack 
Aitken and Tom Blomqvist in the opening 
Daytona 24 Hours race, and never 
relinquished their early points advantage. 
Strategy and consistency played a 
significant role in securing legendary team 
owner Roger Penske’s first overall triumph 
in the endurance classic since 1969. It was 
these traits, rather than outright speed, 
which proved decisive in the championship, 
too. Nasr and Cameron started only twice 
from the front row of the grid, but mistakes 
were few and far between and a tally of 
seven podium finishes from nine races, 
including a second win at Watkins Glen, 
was always going to be tough to beat. 
Cadillac’s decision to cut one car 
from its IMSA programme undoubtedly 
blunted its hopes of claiming a second 
GTP manufacturer crown, although the 
remaining pair of normally aspirated 
V8-powered cars were never to be counted 
out. After starting out strongly with a 
hat-trick of poles for Derani and three 
runner-up finishes from the opening four 
races, the Action Express team oddly faded 
from view. A maiden pole for Aitken at Road 
Atlanta was the sole remaining highlight. 
Chip Ganassi’s singleton Cadillac for 
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Sebastien Bourdais and Renger van der 
Zande also lacked consistency, although the 
Dutchman’s opportunistic pass on Tandy to 
snatch the win at Petit Le Mans was a gem. 
Two wins for Acura - at the 12 Hours of 
Sebring and on Cadillac’s home ground in 
Detroit - represented a disappointing return 
after putting all its eggs in one basket for 
a short-lived marriage with Wayne Taylor 
Racing/Andretti, while BMW M Team RLL 
suffered all manner of disappointments 
before finally claiming a long overdue 
triumph at Indianapolis through the 
efforts of Jesse Krohn and Philipp Eng. 
Porsche also emerged as top dog in 
GTD Pro, albeit by only four points as 
young German Laurin Heinrich capped an 
impressive debut season for AO Racing by 
edging out the Heart of Racing Aston Martin 
of Englishman Ross Gunn. Meanwhile, 
for the second straight year, one team 
contrived to dominate in GTD. This time 
it was Winward Racing’s Russell Ward and 
Philip Ellis who romped to four wins in 
the first five races in their Mercedes, then 
comfortably maintained their margin. 
Consistency also was the key in LMP2, 
in which Tom Dillman and Nick Boulle 
combined to take top honours for Inter 
Europol by PR1 Mathiasen Motorsports. 
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Michelisz leads Lynk & Co 
hordes at Interlagos for 
his second win of 2024 
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It’s Michelisz again as rivals 
can’t quite Lynk it together 


TCR WORLD TOUR 


Hyundai star Norbert Michelisz made it 
consecutive titles in the FIA TCR World 
Tour, which held rounds primarily in 
the Americas and Asia this year. The 
40-year-old Hungarian managed to 
maintain the lead of the championship 
all the way through the season after 
winning the opening race at Vallelunga, 
the only European round. 

Chinese manufacturer Lynk & Co 
never had a clear title contender for 
the full campaign. Initially it was Yann 
Ehrlacher, nephew of four-time world 
tin-top champion Yvan Muller, who led 
the charge for the marque. But from the 
third round of the season at Mid-Ohio 
it was 2017 world champion Thed Bjork 
who turned around a dry spell and 
became the more consistent challenger 
- while Ehrlacher had the speed, the 
Swedish veteran excelled in racecraft, 
managed to avoid more incidents, and 
picked up more points each weekend 
than his French team-mate. 

Bjork then took his first pole in five 
years at the Macau finale and won the 
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first race, but in the second he was 
unable to turn around the points 
deficit to Michelisz, who secured his 
third world title in his seventh year 
with the South Korean manufacturer. 

South America had two contenders 
for the title, with Lynk & Co driver 
Santiago Urrutia putting on some strong 
performances in the first part of the 
season. But his season unravelled with 
an ill-mannered collision with Esteban 
Guerrieri post-race at Mid-Ohio for 
which he was excluded from the entire 
weekend, and he could not recover 
from the points lost. Guerrieri himself 
emerged as the dark horse for the title, 
with the Argentinian the top of the 
non-manufacturer-supported drivers in a 
privateer Honda. Unfortunately his title 
fight ended dramatically at Macau when 
he bet all on black - or rather a first-lap 
dive at the Lisboa corner in the opening 
race - and caused a red-flag wipeout 
in which he was the main victim. 

Others to win races included Hyundai 
pair Mikel Azcona and Nestor Girolami, 
Chinese Lynk & Co racer Ma Qing Hua, 
and lanky Serb Dusan Borkovic in his 
Honda on a drying track in Macau. 

The championship’s second year was 
a more curtailed affair than 2023 with 
the loss of the Australian arm due to the 
logistical challenges in the Red Sea, but 
the collaborative races later in the year, 
which included the competitive South 
American and Chinese TCR series, 
delivered some exciting full-grid races 
for the series’ sophomore season. 
NEIL HUDSON 
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EUROCUP-3 
JAVIER SAGRERA 


For full results visit motorsportstats.com 
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Tsuboi took all three 
of his wins on Toyota’s 
own circuit at Fuji 
™ 


ae 
Tahal? 


Makino wins helped 
Dandelion to claim 


the teams’ title 


There’s no business like Sho business... 


Sho Tsuboi replaced Formula 2-bound 
Ritomo Miyata at TOM’S for the 2024 
Super Formula season and emulated 
his predecessor by landing the title 
with the powerhouse Toyota team. 

Tsuboi quickly proved a force to be 
reckoned with, banking podiums at 
Autopolis and Sugo before scoring victory 
in July’s Fuji round. Tadasuke Makino of 
Dandelion Racing was Tsuboi’s nearest 
rival for much of the year, the Honda man 
finally scoring his first Super Formula win 
at Autopolis and adding another at Motegi. 

But Tsuboi reasserted his authority with 


Camara keeps 
clicking up 
the victories 


Amid the afterglow of Andrea Kimi 
Antonelli’s 2023 title success on his 
march to Formula 1, the Formula 
Regional European Championship by 
Alpine continued to be the shop window 
for worldwide talent on the intermediate 
step between Formula 4 and FIA 
Formula 3. This year, it was Rafael 
Camara who put what he'd learned 
last season - when he was fifth in the 
points - to good use to claim the crown. 
The Brazilian stayed with Prema 
Racing for his second year in FRECA, yet 
wasn't regarded as the favourite before 
the season started. Tuukka Taponen, 
like Camara a Ferrari F1 protege, had 
moved to R-ace GP for his rookie season 
out of F4 and earned bragging rights 
by winning the Middle East series - 
as Antonelli had done in 2023. 
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a superb sweep of the October Fuji 
double-header, and a pair of seconds in the 
Suzuka finale was enough to put the title 
beyond reach of his Honda-powered rivals. 
The early part of the year was dominated 
by Team Mugen, with two-time champion 
Tomoki Nojiri taking wins in the Suzuka 
opener and in a rain-shortened Sugo race. 
But those results proved to be a false dawn 
and Nojiri struggled from the summer Fuji 
round onwards, a result of Super Formula’s 
switch to common Ohlins dampers that hurt 
Mugen more than other teams, although he 
scraped enough points on the return visit to 
Suzuka to edge Makino for second overall. 
Kakunoshin Ohta dominated the final 


DUTCH PHOTOAGENCY 


But Camara shot out of the blocks with 
seven consecutive podiums, including four 
wins, before Taponen went on a spree of 
four victories in five races. Now the title 
fight was on. But the second half of the 
season featured a mysterious loss of 
form for the Finn and a propensity to get 
involved in incidents. Camara continued 
his quick and consistent form - seven 
wins across the season - to earn the title. 

In the end, Camara’s Prema team-mate 
James Wharton was runner-up thanks to 
strong late-season form, the Australian 
claiming four race victories. ART Grand 


weekend to allow Dandelion to beat Mugen 
to the teams’ title. But earlier misfortune, 
including a throttle issue-induced spin 
while leading at Motegi, meant Ohta 

was not a title contender himself. 

Only four drivers won races, but Nirei 
Fukuzumi should have made it five: the 
Toyota convert was in control in the 
July Fuji race, only for a slow pitstop by 
his KCMG crew to undo his hard work. 
Fukuzumi wound up sixth in the points 
behind Red Bull junior Ayumu Iwasa, who 
scored three second places in the second 
Mugen car but had his year marred by 
bad starts from promising grid positions. 


Zandvoort was scene 
of one of many 
Camara victories 


Prix’s Williams F1 Junior Alessandro 
Giusti, twice a winner, very nearly 
eclipsed Taponen’s points tally too. 

Next up were Brando Badoer with Van 
Amersfoort Racing and Noah Stromsted 
(Race Performance Motorsport), who 
each racked up good finishes but 

never broke through for a victory. 

Other race winners included French 
duo Evan Giltaire and Theophile Nael, 
and McLaren F1 junior Ugo Ugochukwu, 
who at the end of a poor season with 
Prema won at the Monza finale, then 
took Macau Grand Prix glory with R-ace. 
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.eeand he doubles up in GT 


SUPER GT 


Toyota dominated the Super GT season, 
with Sho Tsuboi and Kenta Yamashita 
making it back-to-back titles for the #36 
TOM’S car. The pair were the class of the 
field all year, winning three races out of 
eight and proving ruthlessly consistent 
even when the car was loaded with 
success ballast, and clinching the crown 
in qualifying for the Suzuka finale. 

But if the 2023 title was largely down 
to the brilliance of TOM’S, it was clear 
that the 2024-spec GR Supra, with its 
revised aerodynamics emphasising 
downforce, was the pick of the three 
GT500 machines this time around. That 
was underlined by two wins for Ukyo 
Sasahara and Giuliano Alesi in the #37 
side of the TOM’S garage and a first 
victory since 2020 for SARD, while 


Cerumo also had its best season in years. 


Toyota scored six wins: not since 2019, 
when the Lexus LC achieved the same 
figure, has a season been so one-sided. 

Honda’s radical new Civic Type R-GT, 
with its very different aero philosophy 
to the NSX-GT it replaced, scored a single 
win at Fuji with ARTA duo Tomoki Nojiri 
and Nobuharu Matsushita. But it was 


Team Kunimitsu winless pairing Naoki 
Yamamoto and Tadasuke Makino 

who finished as top Honda crew in the 
standings thanks to their exceptional 
consistency, taking the runner-up spot 
behind Tsuboi and Yamashita. 

Nissan was arguably the 
disappointment of the season with its 
revised Z NISMO, which suffered from 
a lack of competitiveness in the rain and 
in hot conditions. Mitsunori Takaboshi 
and Atsushi Miyake scored Nissan’s only 
win at Fuji, although their consistency 
elsewhere in the NISMO-run car allowed 
them to beat Cerumo Toyota pair 
Hiroaki Ishiura and Toshiki Oyu 
to third overall on countback. 

JAMIE KLEIN 


—- TOM’S did the double in 


premier Japanese series 
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Foster is the NXT big thing 


INDY NXT 


Louis Foster delivered a run for the ages 

en route to capturing the Indy NXT title. 
While the Briton slightly sputtered 

out of the gate with only one podium in 

the opening three races, he went on an 

astounding surge of eight wins and three 

runner-up finishes over the remaining 

11 rounds, locking up the crown in the 

penultimate contest. After finishing fourth 

in his rookie NXT season in 2023, he put his 
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Andretti Global entry on pole six times this 
year and led 362 out of the 640 total laps. 
Foster was able to outlast rival Jacob 
Abel, who opened the year with two wins 
and two runner-up results to vault into an 
early lead in the standings. Two finishes 
outside the top 10 proved costly in 
matching Foster’s insurmountable pace 
and Abel, a Kentucky native driving for his 
family’s team, could only respond with an 
additional win and five further podiums 


over the last 10 races to finish as runner-up. 


It was also a memorable season for 
Brazilian Caio Collet. The ex-Formula 3 
racer joined HMD Motorsports for his 
rookie season on the IndyCar ladder 
and took third in the points with one 
win, scored at Mid-Ohio. 

There were two more race winners. 

One was Nolan Siegel, who took victory 

in the opening round at St Petersburg but 
soon switched to IndyCar. The other was 
another Briton with Andretti Global: Jamie 
Chadwick, who triumphed at Road America. 
Chadwick was beaten into seventh in 

the points by Kiwi rookie Callum Hedge, 
Mexican Salvador de Alba, and 1984 Can-Am 
champion Michael Roe’s nephew James. 
JOEY BARNES 
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Kubica, Kubica, Deletraz and | and 
pea | Edgar linked up to | up to 
claim LMP2 | claim LMP2 honours | 


In a field as notoriously competitive as 
the stacked LMP2 grid in the European 
Le Mans Series, a distant ninth-place 
finish in the season opener usually isn’t 
the start of a championship-winning 
run. But strong consistency through the 
remainder of a highly unpredictable 
campaign netted AO by TF its first 
overall title in the series with Robert 
Kubica, Louis Deletraz and Jonny Edgar. 

While the Cool Racing ORECA of 
Malthe Jakobsen, Ritomo Miyata and 
Lorenzo Fluxa stormed to victory at 
Barcelona, an early pitstop for a nose 
change condemned the AO by TF ORECA 
to its lowly result. After that, however, 
Kubica, Deletraz and Edgar finished 
every race in the top five. 

Next time out at Paul Ricard, a 
dramatic victory for Inter Europol 


a 
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Competition trio Sebastian Alvarez, Vlad 
Lomko and Tom Dillmann propelled 
the Polish squad to title contention. 
Initially, Cool looked to make it two 
in a row, until Jakobsen suddenly 
stopped on track in the final hour. 
Another new winner came at Imola, 
and yet again it came through striking 
circumstances when Panis Racing won, 
lost and then regained their victory at 
the Italian circuit. Charles Milesi, Arthur 
Leclerc and Manuel Maldonado were 
stripped of their victory for a Full Course 
Yellow infringement, and it wasn’t until 
Panis Racing successfully appealed the 
decision, presenting new evidence to the 
stewards, that the win was reinstated. 
Had that not happened, it would have 
been AO by TF’s first win of the season. 
Instead, that breakthrough victory came 
in round four at Spa. There, an incident- 
packed race ended with Deletraz defeating 


Dillmann in a direct duel to grab the 
lead of the drivers’ standings, never 
to relinquish it again. 

Mugello produced another new winner 
when Iron Lynx-Proton broke through for 
the first time with Matteo Cairoli, Maceo 
Capietto and Jonas Ried, while the 
Portimao finale featured the only repeat 
winners, with Cool on top. Behind them, 
Kubica, Deletraz and Edgar came home 
second to claim the title. 

AF Corse’s ORECA won the LMP2 
Pro-Am title with Alessio Rovera, 
Matthieu Vaxiviere and Francois Perrodo 
thanks to an assist from Proton 
Competition on the final lap of the 
Portimao decider. Bent Viscaal’s pass of 
a fuel-stretching Alex Quinn prevented 
Algarve Pro Racing, where Quinn 
partnered Richard Bradley and Kriton 
Lendoudis, from completing an unlikely 
title upset. LMP3 was also decided late 
in the finale, when Gael Julien in the 
RLR M Sport Ligier made a late pass on 
Adam Ali (EuroInternational Ligier) to 
deny the Canadian and Matt Richard 
Bell, and earn the title for himself, 

Nick Adcock and Michael Jensen. 

A first victory of 2024 at the Algarve 
finale vaulted Iron Lynx Lamborghini trio 
Andrea Caldarelli, Axcil Jefferies and 
Hiroshi Hamaguchi from fourth to the 
top of the LMGT3 tree. They pipped the 
twice-winning Kessel Ferrari of Daniel 
Serra, Esteban Masson and Takeshi 
Kimura, with Valentin Hasse-Clot, Casper 
Stevenson and Derek DeBoer (Racing 
Spirit of Leman Aston Martin) third. 


Bortolotti at the Sachskurve 
ao title-clinching weekend 


Lambo rams it home to German 
marques with Bortolotti glory 


Mirko Bortolotti made history in the DTM 
with Lamborghini this year by becoming the 
first driver to win the title in a non-German 
car since Nicola Larini triumphed with Alfa 
Romeo in 1993. The Italian had already 
marked himself out as a future champion 
in his first campaign in the series with 
Grasser Racing in 2022, when he finished 
in a strong fourth place. A more potent 
title challenge followed last year upon his 
switch to SSR Performance, and in 2024 
he finally put everything together to win 
the biggest prize in German motorsport. 
There were some setbacks for Bortolotti 
early in the season; a botched pitstop while 
leading at Oschersleben and a strategic 
error in the rain-hit race at Lausitzring 
left him with a sizeable points deficit to 
Kelvin van der Linde after the opening two 
rounds. But Bortolotti was able to achieve 
some big points hauls to claw his way 
back, taking the lead in the championship 
briefly at the midway point of the year. 
The turning point of the season came at 
the penultimate round at the Red Bull Ring. 


Van der Linde fought 


hard in ageing Audi 


There, the 34-year-old shone in damp 
conditions to take an early lead, which he 
converted into a first victory of 2024. Then, 
despite heavy success ballast and multiple 
Balance of Performance adjustments in 
race two, he outscored the Abt Audi of 

his chief rival van der Linde to gain a 
crucial edge going into the final weekend. 

The South African swung the 
championship in his favour with victory 
in the opening race at Hockenheim, but 
Bortolotti kept his cool and delivered a 
measured drive to second place in the 
finale to secure his first title since the 
Blancpain GT Endurance Cup in 2017. 

It wasn’t a clean sweep for Lamborghini in 
2024: Mercedes clinched the manufacturers’ 
crown thanks to consistent scoring all year 
by Maro Engel, Arjun Maini, Luca Stolz and 
Lucas Auer. That was despite only one win 
- for Stolz at the Sachsenring - although 
Engel finished third in the points. The 
teams’ title went to BMW team Schubert 
Motorsport with a unique three-driver 
set-up that included past champions 
Rene Rast, Marco Wittmann and 
Sheldon van der Linde. All won races, 
with Rast fourth in the standings. 

Audi came away empty-handed from 
what was likely its final season in the DTM, 
its representatives ultimately forced to 
lament the age of the Audi R8 LMS GT3. 

Jack Aitken matched van der Linde’s 
record of three victories in his Emil Frey 
Racing Ferrari but otherwise never 
featured on the podum, while others to win 
races were Porsche’s reigning champion 
Thomas Preining and Lambo pair 
Luca Engstler and Nicki Thiim. 
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CHAZ MOSTERT/LIAM TALBOT 
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Review 


Cometh the Auer, cometh 
the Mann Filter Mercedes 


GT WORLD CHALLENGE EUROPE 


It was a dream season in GT World 
Challenge Europe for Maro Engel and 
Lucas Auer, their Winward Racing- 
run Mercedes-AMG GT3 coming out 
on top of the Sprint Cup and overall 
championships, while the Endurance title 
fell to Alessandro Pier Guidi and Alessio 
Rovera at the final round in Saudi Arabia. 
Auer and Engel scored Sprint successes 
at Brands Hatch, Hockenheim and 
Magny-Cours, with a sole Endurance 
win coming in Jeddah. While they had to 
battle regular Sprint title winners Charles 
Weerts/Dries Vanthoor (Team WRT BMW 
M4 GT3) for Sprint honours, their 


top in Endurance 


Ten Voorde is 
the king again 
ahead of King 


PORSCHE SUPERCUP 


It’s funny how things work out. Back in 
2013, a 16-year-old Larry ten Voorde was 
racing in the short-lived Formula Renault 
1.6 category against a group of youngsters 
that included future IndyCar star Pato 
O’Ward. But the funds ran out, he hada 
layoff from car racing, then worked to 

get himself onto the Porsche ladder... 

Now ten Voorde stands as the talismanic 
force of Porsche’s pyramid of one-make 
championships. After two seasons in 
which he finished a close runner-up, the 
Dutchman joined Come Ledogar’s CLRT 
team for the 2024 Supercup season and 
convincingly claimed his third title in the 
Formula 1-supporting series, thanks to five 
wins from the eight races. As if that wasn't 
enough, he also became champion of 
Carrera Cup Germany for the fourth time, 
and only just fell short of a second 
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Mercedes seemed to have a more stable 
Balance of Performance all season whereas 
the BMW was up and down race by race. 
The battle was decided at Barcelona where, 
following a storm of dramas for race 
control, the results of race one were 
annulled after the safety car procedure 
wasn't adhered to. The effect of that was to 
give WRT the Sprint teams’ title although 

it didn’t change the drivers’ outcome. 

The Endurance season was fascinating, 
with a different winner each time out. 
BMW scored honours at Paul Ricard, but 
it was the Rowe Racing car of Dan Harper/ 
Augusto Farfus/Max Hesse that prevailed. 
At the Spa 24 Hours, Comtoyou Racing’s 
Aston Martin Vantage of Nicki Thiim/Marco 
Sorensen/Mattia Drudi triumphed for the 
first Aston win in the event since 1948. 
They scooped the points at the six-hour 
mark too, which catapulted their 
championship hopes, while WRT dropped 
the ball at 12 hours by pitting fractionally 
too early and hence lost the points lead to 
Attempto Racing’s Audi R8 LMS Evo II of 
Christopher Haase/Alex Aka/Ricardo Feller. 
They, along with Nurburgring winners 
Marco Mapelli/Franck Perera/Jordan 
Pepper (GRT Lamborghini Huracan), 


PORSCHEAG/HO 


successive crown in Carrera Cup Italy. All 
three campaigns were with different teams! 
In a parallel universe where ten Voorde 
made it in single-seaters, Harry King is 
now celebrating the 2024 Supercup crown. 
The Briton, driving with Lechner Racing, 
was on the podium six times but only 
once broke through for victory, at the 
Hungaroring. He was runner-up to 
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went to Jeddah with a shot at the title. 
After Pier Guidi/Rovera lost over half 
a minute at the first pitstop, title honours 
swung to the Audi team, then to the Lambo 
combo and then to Comtoyou, but an 
inspired last stint by Pier Guidi put the AF 
Corse Ferrari up to third and netted a third 
GTWCE Endurance crown for the Italian. 
Valentino Rossi was a hero by winning 
with Maxime Martin in their WRT BMW on 
home soil at Misano, while Tom Fleming 


Orange-clad throng 


cheered ten Voorde 
home at Zandvoort 


ten Voorde in the German series too. 
Former French champion Marvin Klein 
was alongside ten Voorde at CLRT and 
claimed honours at Spa on his way to third 
in the points. Alessandro Ghiretti (also 
CLRT) was the other winner, at Monza, and 
he also took the French title. Sandwiched 
between them in the points was South 
Africa’s Italian champion Keagan Masters. 


and Eliseo Donno impressed for AF Corse 
in the Silver Cup in Sprint, but Fleming 
was derailed by a mighty shunt at Misano 
- returning for a class win at Hockenheim 
was a highlight. Gilles Magnus (Sainteloc 
Audi) remained impressive in the Gold 
Cup, while Darren Leung and Dan Harper 
(Century Motorsport BMW M4 GT3) won 
Bronze in Sprint and Chris Froggatt topped 
the same class in Endurance in his Sky 
Tempesta Ferrari despite not taking a 


Mercedes pair won 


Sprint Cup and 
overall crowns 


race win. Consistency paid dividends for 
him, Jonathan Hui and Eddie Cheever. 

Despite fears for GTWCE, with GT3 
becoming part of the FIA WEC, entries 
were solid all year, with Sprint enjoying 
one of its best seasons and some new 
teams enjoying success. Engel and Auer 
(or in the Sprint races, half Auer...) made 
a great double act, and Auer’s speed and 
Engel’s experience was the perfect mix. 
DAVID ADDISON 


She just kept Pulling away 


F1 ACADEMY 


Abbi Pulling was so good in F1 Academy 
this season that she won the title twice. 
A move out of the European single-seater 
heartland meant just two rounds were held 
on the home continent of all the teams, and 
Pulling - back with the Rodin Motorsport 
team after finishing fifth in 2023 - appeared 
to have wrapped things up in the first race 
of the penultimate round in Qatar. 

But the second race at Losail was 
cancelled, and a third leg hastily added 
to the Yas Marina finale - with qualifying 


_ Pulling celebrates _¥ 


another victory 


et | 
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points to boot. That dethroned Pulling 
before her mastery of qualifying early on 
the Friday evening put it to bed - again. 

It was a dominant season for Alpine 
junior Pulling, who won nine of the 
14 races of a series she contested in 
conjunction with her third season in British 
F4, in which she placed seventh after 
missing a couple of rounds due to Academy 
clashes. Runner-up Doriane Pin, by 
contrast, only made her single-seater debut 
in November 2023. So it was perhaps too 
much to ask for Prema Racing’s Mercedes 
F1 protegee to challenge an on-form 
Pulling, but she did win three times. 

In doing so, Pin overshadowed her Prema 
team-mate, Ferrari-backed Maya Weug, 
who had looked good in Formula Regional 
last season but didn’t win until the very last 
race in Abu Dhabi on her way to third in 
the points. Haas junior Chloe Chambers 
was the other victor with Campos Racing, 
but the American’s inconsistency dropped 
her behind serial female-series contestant 
Nerea Marti (Campos) and MP Motorsport’s 
Red Bull-supported F4 veteran Hamda Al 
Qubaisi in the final standings. 
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GIANCARLO FISICHELLA/ARTHUR 
LECLERC/TOMMASO MOSCA 
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ITALIAN GT SPRINT 
JENS KLINGMANN 
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ADAC GT MASTERS 
ELIAS SEPPANEN/TOM KALENDER 
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Brown leads Feeney 
during New Zealand 
stopoff at Taupo 
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Will Brown won the 2024 Supercars 
championship by demonstrating that 
he is everything the Triple Eight team 
hoped he was when they tapped him 
in the middle of last year to replace 
the departing Shane van Gisbergen. 
Brown did not win the most races - 
his team-mate Broc Feeney did - nor 
was he the qualifying king (that crown 
fell to Tickford Racing’s Cam Waters). 
But where Brown excelled was in taking 
his results when they came on the good 
days and manufacturing them on the 
not-so-good days. His Adelaide weekend 
sums up that theorem; a second on 
Saturday behind Feeney to clinch the 


Mostert, here winning 
at Wanneroo, was the 


top Ford driver in points 
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title, then coming from last on Sunday 
to take the race victory, after both Feeney 
and Chaz Mostert made race-losing errors. 
That said, Brown’s cause was aided 
by the actions of others. When former 
team-mate and reigning champion Brodie 
Kostecki sat out the opening two rounds 
over a difference with Erebus Motorsport 
management, he effectively ruled out 
any notion of a title defence. Kostecki 
demonstrated what might have been in 
the final quarter of the season, and looks 
likely to mount a strong title challenge 
(but with Dick Johnson Racing) in 2025. 
Feeney matched Brown in most aspects 
of his craft, and taking second in the points 
mere weeks after his 22nd birthday shows 
his potential. He’s not quite as good as 
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Brown at recovering from a setback in 
qualifying or early in races, but the upside 
of such speed and youth looks unlimited. 

‘Best of the rest’ seems a tough epithet 
to hand to third-placed Mostert. The best 
of the Ford drivers had an up-and-down 
season, not helped by the Walkinshaw 
Andretti United team bedding ina 
talented but inexperienced rookie, Ryan 
Wood, in its second car. WAU hardly 
covered itself in glory with errors either, 
and Mostert fought with Waters for third 
for much of the season, while Waters’ 
team-mate Thomas Randle showed 
speed late in the season to take fifth in 
the standings, validation of Tickford’s 
pre-season decision to downsize to 
a two-car team. 

Of the rest, Matt Payne and James 
Golding showed flashes of speed for 
Grove Racing and PremiAir Racing 
respectively. Both finished ahead of the 
experienced Dick Johnson Racing pair 
Will Davison and Anton De Pasquale, 
DJR’s Fords raising eyebrows with their 
wildly inconsistent performances. 

Two seasons into Supercars’ Gen3 era, 
work continues to ensure technical 
parity, and Ford’s rushed fix toa 
crankshaft issue literally on the eve of 
the Bathurst 1000 was an unexpected, 
expensive twist. On the other hand, the 
new Dunlop control wet tyre performed 
well, and so went the test (and then 
approval) of a fresh 2025 control dry tyre. 
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Logano won when it 
mattered at Phoenix 


NKP/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


Penske plays the system as 
Logano comes from nowhere 


When trying to encapsulate the 2024 
NASCAR Cup season, one word keeps 
springing to mind: controversy. It started 
with record rainfall forcing NASCAR to 
make the unprecedented decision to run 
the LA Clash a day early, which set the tone 
for the strange and dramatic year ahead. 
At the Daytona 500, confusion about the 
race-ending caution forced NASCAR to 
post a proper explanation. 

As the season carried on, chaos and 
controversy became the norm. There was 
NASCAR's closest finish (0.001s) at Kansas 
Speedway, and surprise winners left and 
right filling out the playoff grid, with 18 
different drivers visiting Victory Lane. One 
particular showdown that left the entire 
series shocked came at Richmond. Austin 
Dillon was having one of the best runs of 
his career when a late caution threatened 
to rip the victory from his hands. But Dillon 
refused to let that happen, blatantly 
crashing two other drivers in the 


Dillon shunted his 
way to controversial 


a? 
win at Richmond | 
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final seconds of the race in a move too 
extreme even for NASCAR standards. 
While the victory stood, Dillon was 
ultimately removed from the playoffs. 
Four cars went upside down during the 
year including two at non-superspeedway 
tracks, forcing NASCAR to scramble to 
try to keep the cars on the ground. Ricky 
Stenhouse Jr and Kyle Busch brawled at 
the All-Star Race and, in the background 
of NASCAR’s championship fight, a heated 
legal battle over the new charter agreement 
was overshadowing it all. As if that wasn’t 
enough, the penultimate race ended 
bitterly when manufacturer antics resulted 
in three drivers being penalised for race 
manipulation and Christopher Bell tossed 
out of the Championship 4 for wall-riding. 
The only unsurprising part of the year 
was Team Penske’s ability to rise to the 
occasion come playoff time, putting two of 
its three Fords in the Championship 4 as it 
pursued a third consecutive Cup title. They 
would go on to finish 1-2 with Joey Logano 
earning the crown, but the controversy 
continued as criticism of the playoff 
format blew up following the result. 
Logano, who was actually briefly 
eliminated from the playoffs in the Round 
of 12 before a technical infraction for Alex 
Bowman gave him new life, won the title 
with the lowest average finish (17.1) of 
any champion in the history of NASCAR. 
Debate raged as people called for a 
format change and Logano defended the 
legitimacy of his third Cup title. It was a 
fitting end to one of the more dramatic and 
controversial seasons in recent memory. 
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After a motorsport year of action and 


drama, how much can you remember? 


Time to put your knowledge to the test 


with Autosport’s Christmas quiz 


Who was the only 

driver to complete 
every racing lap of the 
2024 F1 season? 


Which was the only 

grand prix of 2024 
where Sergio Perez 
outqualified Max 
Verstappen? 


Who was the last 
UK driver to race 
for Ferrari in F1 before 
Ollie Bearman stepped 
in for Carlos Sainz 
in Saudi Arabia? 


A total of 24 drivers 
4 contested grands prix 
this year, but which three 
failed to score a point? 


During Red Bull’s 
mid-season struggles, 
how many races did Max 
Verstappen go without 
a grand prix win? 


In an unpredictable 

2024 Formula E 
season, who was the 
only driver to win 
consecutive races? 


Zane Maloney finished 
fourth in the Formula 2 


championship despite 
missing the final round, 
but why was he absent? 


What was unusual 

about Leonardo 
Fornaroli’s race results 
on his way to winning 
the Formula 3 title? 


Which ex-Formula 1 
racer made three 
Super Formula starts this 

year for Team Impul? 


1 @) Who clinched a 
2024 title, but then 


lost it when an extra race 
was added, and had to 
win it for a second time? 


Which driver won 
1 the most WRC 
events across the 
2024 championship? 


Who won the 
most WRC stages 
during the season? 


How many drivers 
won WRC rallies 
overall in 2024? 


Out of the 13 WRC 
4 rounds in 2024, how 
many did champion 
Thierry Neuville lead 
for at least one stage? 


Thierry Neuville 

finally became WRC 
world champion in 2024, 
but how many times had 
he finished runner-up? 


What did Ott Tanak 
hit on stage 14 
of Rally Latvia, which 
then got him into hot 
water with the FIA for 
swearing at officials? 


Which ex-F1 driver 
1 crashed out at the 
same place as Ott Tanak 
in Japan, his car landing 
on top of the Estonian’s? 
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What caused Rally 
Japan’s stage 12 to 
be cancelled mid-run? 


Carlos Sainz Sr 
won his fourth 

Dakar Rally, taking the 
title with Audi in 2024. 
Which are the other 
three manufacturers 
with which he has 
won the event? 


1 0 Which US 
manufacturer 
announced its return 


to the Dakar Rally 
for next year? 


(c) SPORTSCARS 


1 Which driver put the #6 Porsche 
on pole position for this year’s 
Le Mans 24 Hours? 


How many laps did the winning 
#50 Ferrari complete at the 
Le Mans 24 Hours? 


When Jose Maria Lopez was 
3 called up to replace the injured 
Mike Conway at Toyota for Le Mans, 
who took over Lopez’s place in 
the Lexus LMGT3 stable? 


4 With Alpine chopping and 
changing its Hypercar crews 


this year, which of the French 
marque’s drivers ended up 
with the most points? 


Manthey EMA won the LMGT3 
5 class of the Spa WEC round 
on the final lap. But how many 
laps did they lead in total? 


How many different marques 
won a race in LMGT3’s inaugural 


season as part of the WEC, and 
which ones were they? 


What caused Alessandro 

Pier Guidi’s Ferrari to lose 
time and, with it, Spa 24 Hours 
victory to Aston Martin? 


When was Aston Martin’s last Spa 
24 Hours win before this year? 


9 Which female driver made a piece 
of Super GT history by scoring 
a GT300 podium at Sugo this year? 


1 @) Why was John Ferguson 
banned from the final 


British GT round at Brands Hatch? 
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2024 BTCC champion 
Jake Hill failed to 
finish in just one race 
all season. Which one? 


Who scored the first 

BTCC race win in BMW 
3 Series chassis G20-023-03 
in which Jake Hill claimed 
the 2024 title? 


Before Aron Taylor- 
Smith in 2024, who 
was the last driver to score 

overall points in every 
single race of a BTCC 
season and in what year? 


How many complete 
4 years elapsed 
between Rob Huff’s 
second and third 

BTCC race wins? 


Who scored the highest 
5 average number of 
points per race in the BTCC 
Jack Sears Trophy in 2024? 


Mirko Bortolotti won 
6 the 2024 DTM title, but 
which Lamborghini driver 
claimed the most race wins 
in the series this year? 


Who equalled 

Bortolotti’s DTM total 
podium tally of seven 
across the season? 


How many Australian 

Supercars races did 
reigning champion Brodie 
Kostecki miss at the start 
of the 2024 season? 


In which race did 

Kostecki take his first 
win of the 2024 Supercars 
season for Erebus? 


Just one driver in 
1 the top six of the 
final Supercars 2024 drivers’ 
championship standings 
failed to win a race all 


season. Who? 


Who did Josef 

Newgarden beat in 
a final two-lap fight to 
win this year’s Indy 500? 


How many drivers 

made their IndyCar 
debut for Dale Coyne 
Racing in 2024, and 
who were they? 


Which IndyCar 
driver scored the 
joint-most wins, secured 
the most poles, raced 
the most laps and led 
the most laps in 2024? 


What caused David 
Malukas to miss the 
start of the IndyCar season? 


& Kyle Larson topped 
the wins tally chart 


in the NASCAR Cup Series 
despite failing to make the 
final four title showdown. 
How many wins did 
Larson score? 


Why was Joey Logano 
fined $50,000 at 
the NASCAR Cup Series 
Richmond round in August? 


What was the 

best result for an 
ex-Formula 1 driver in the 
NASCAR Cup Series this 
year, who was it and where? 


The Penske Porsche 
8 squad took victory 
at the Daytona 24 Hours, 
but when was Penske’s 
previous overall triumph 
at the race? 


Dane Cameron and 

Felipe Nasr took the 
IMSA GTP title in the #7 
Porsche, only missing 
the podium at two 
rounds. Which ones? 


1 0 Which IMSA 
driver had four 


pole positions in LMP2 
without winning a race? 


1 Which two riders tied for most 
sprint race wins in 2024 with 
seven each? 


How many Sunday grands prix 
did Francesco Bagnaia fail to 
finish in 2024? 


3 In which race did Ducati lock 
out the top eight finishing 
positions in 2024? 


4 Who were the only two 
non-Ducati riders to win 
Sprint races in 2024? 


5 Name the only two grands prix 
in which a Honda scored a 
top 10 finish? 


Out of the 22 full-season riders, 
how many took part in all 
20 grands prix? 


Which was the last grand prix 

won by Marc Marquez before 
he finally ended his drought at 
this year’s Aragon GP? 


According to MotoGP’s statistics, 
which rider suffered the most 
crashes across the 2024 season, 
and how many? 


9 Who was the only wildcard rider 
to finish inside the top 10 in 
a grand prix this year? 


1 Who was KTM’s top finisher 
in the final MotoGP 
championship standings? 
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LAUNCH SEASON 


WEIRD 


AND WONDERFUL 


MOTORSPORT 
LAUNCHES 


F1 and Autosport will have their own fresh-faced launches 


in 2025, but first a look back at some of racing’s 


stranger ways of bringing news to the world 


GARY WATKINS 


WHEN MONEY IS NO OBJECT 


THE THIEME OF ESSEX LOTUS 


When Mario Andretti was asked whether he minded 
being winched down from the ceiling of a swanky 
Paris nightclub sitting aboard the Lotus he’d be 
driving in the coming season, he wasn’t surprised. 
Nothing shocked him when it came to David 
Thieme, the boss of new team sponsor Essex 
Petroleum, and who in his short time in F1 

became a byword for excess and extravagance. 

“How could | ever forget 
David Thieme’s extravagance?” 
says Andretti when asked 
about the launch of the Lotus 
81 and Essex becoming the 
title sponsor of Team Lotus at 
the Paradis Latin in December 
1979. “It didn’t surprise me 
that he would go to that length 
to try to create the moment. 
David always did things in the 
most extravagant way.” 

It probably wouldn’t be 
allowed today, not without 
a proper health and safety 
assessment. Andretti wasn’t 
too concerned: “Well, | had 
a roll hoop over me!” 

Not content with one glitzy 
launch, Thieme had another one organised for 
the Royal Albert Hall in London the following 
February. The big news this time was that Andretti 
would be driving a Penske PC9 in Essex colours 
at the Indianapolis 500. 

It was a lavish affair. Famed French chef Roger 
Verge was brought in to oversee the dining 
arrangements, and Shirley Bassey headlined the 
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post-dinner entertainment. But it didn’t stop there: 
a year later at the ‘Cake Tin’ in Kensington, Ray 
Charles was the main attraction and prime 
minister Margaret Thatcher the star guest. 

Thieme also demanded in 1981 that one of his 
helicopters in company livery be on display outside 
the venue, perched upon the Essex double-decker 
hospitality bus - a first in Fl. No one was sure 
that the roof could take 
the weight, so it had to be 
gingerly craned into place. 

Money appeared to be no 
object for Thieme. He looked 
into chartering a Concorde 
supersonic airliner to shuttle 
Andretti back and forth across 
the Atlantic between his F1 
commitments and qualifying 
duties at Indianapolis. He even 
had the road from the helipad 
to the paddock at Watkins 
Glen paved at his own 
expense. “We wanted a gentler 
ride,’ recalls Andretti. 

“I remember my wife 
telling me that we were 
never going to experience 
anything like David’s extravagance again,” he 
continues. “It was fun, but | did sometimes 
wonder if it had been better if some of the 
money could have gone into the team.” 

Thieme and Essex disappeared from F1 over the 
course of 1981. But, in case you are wondering, 
Bassey did oblige by singing (Hey) Big Spender 
at the Royal Albert Hall. 
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WHAT TO DO IF 
YOU HAVE NO CAR  (Part1) 


R-MOTORSPORT ASTON MARTIN IN THE DTM 


When the Swiss R-Motorsport squad 
launched its entry into the DTM under 
Aston Martin’s banner, it took an 
unusual approach. Its Class 1 touring 
car was a matter of weeks away from 
hitting the track, so instead of 
revealing the real thing it took the 
wraps off what was described as a 
sculpture, a kind of skeleton that 
only hinted at the racer to come. 
R-Motorsport and parent company 
AF Racing wanted to make a splash 
and tell the world about its driver 
line-up, but it didn’t have a real racing 
car. Undertaken in conjunction with 
HWA, the organisation that had 
masterminded Mercedes’ successes 
in the DTM, the project had only 
started the previous summer. 


So another AF division, Warwick- 
based R-Reforged, whose core 
business was reimagining Astons 
among other things, produced the 
sculpture unveiled at AF’s base in 
Niederwil to the west of Zurich. 

“You can Say it was a short-notice 
programme,” says team co-founder 
Florian Kamelger. “We were the little 
guys, we were coming in as the 
underdog against Audi and BMW, 
and we had to do something special 
to attract a bit of attention.” 

Kamelger, now CEO of Cosworth, 
suggests that the strategy was 
successful: “It obviously worked 
because you are ringing me about it 
more than five years on. So | think 
we can say that it kind of paid off.” 

The investment in the programme 
certainly didn’t. lt was announced as 
a four-year deal - “You don’t winina 
series like the DTM in season one”, 
says Kamelger - but foundered after 
only one. Class 1 was heading for 
oblivion: it was an open secret 
through 2019 that Audi would 
be heading for the exit door. 

It announced as early as April 
the following year that it was 
done with the series. 


WHAT TO DOIF 
YOU HAVE NO CAR (part 2) 


BMW BRINGS IN BOND 


BMW had a similar problem to 


R-Motorsport as it stepped up its 


efforts to win the Le Mans 24 


Hours with a new LMP prototype 
developed by Williams, the team 
with which it would be returning 
to Fl in 2000. It didn’t have a car 
when its attack on the French 
enduro was confirmed in late 
January 1998. 

The V12 LM was late, late, late. 
Design of the car didn’t get going 
in earnest until the late summer of 
the previous year, and the thing 
wouldn’t turn a wheel for another 
six or so weeks when the world’s 
press gathered in Kitzbuhel, 
Austria at an event combined with 
BMW’s annual Sports Trophy 
awards. “We were so far behind 
schedule,” says Brian Willis, senior 
designer on the project. “We were 


running around in a panic.” 

With no car, there was a bit of 
lateral thinking on the part of 
BMW, a manufacturer then in the 
middle of a multi-film deal to 
supply the cars driven by 007 in 
a series of Pierce Brosnan-era 
James Bond films. So, who better 
to tell us about how trick the V12 
LM was going to be than Q, the 
fictional head of the research 
and development division of the 
secret service that supplied Bond 
his weird and wonderful gizmos? 
BMW got in the ‘real’ thing, too: 
actor Desmond Llewelyn turned 
up complete with trademark 
tweed suit and waved his arms 
about in front of a simplistic 
drawing of a racing car. 

Hans Stuck, one of the drivers 
confirmed that night, had a 
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decent stab at playing Bond. The from underneath the car and the 
veteran of BMW’s Le Mans line-up engine ancillaries were on the 


was definitely the right age! front of the engine in a cut-out in | 
There is an Lesa Q's the eo. ch the team stuck to eas DA PSS he 

presence that night. Williams’s new designer Graham Humphrys’s up| oat a a eS 

first stab at an LMP car was a bit “keep it simple” mantra for the “* cates 

trick, probably too complicated: following year’s 24 Hours, it 4 

all the air for cooling was taken won the race. 
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SPICE GIRLS AND McLAREN 


Ron Dennis looked decidedly uncomfortable suited 
and booted - in Hugo Boss, no doubt - sitting in the 
front row as the Spice Girls strutted their stuff in 
front of the 1997 McLaren-Mercedes MP4/12 at 
Alexandra Palace in London. But 
he had only himself to blame. 
Ateam principal viewed as staid 
and serious had told his 
marketing department to 

go to town on the launch. 

It was a significant moment in 
the team’s history, and that of 
engine supplier Merc. The dayglo 
orange of Marlboro that had 
bedecked its F1 cars since 1974 
was gone. The team had jumped 
ship from Philip Morris to 
Reemtsma’s West brand, so now 
its cars could become Silver 
Arrows, harking back to the Mercedes grand prix 
cars of either side of the Second World War. 

“Ron was focused on doing something really big, 
different and exciting, and that’s what he instructed 
his marketing department to do,” remembers 
Wolfgang Schattling, Merc’s head of motorsport PR. 
“We were happy about that because we wanted to 
celebrate the cars being silver for the first time.” 

David Coulthard, who was going into his second 
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season with McLaren, remembers 
the significance of the moment, a 
new beginning for a team that 
hadn’t won a grand prix since 
Ayrton Senna’s departure at 

the end of 1993. “McLaren 

was coming out of the Marlboro era and 

needed to redefine itself?’ he recalls. “If 

there had been a weaker launch maybe 

it would have taken longer to do that.” 

DC has some amusing memories of that 
February evening, not least being introduced as 
“the drivers” to the five Spice Girls. The look on 
their faces suggested, he recalls, that they were 
“wondering why they were being introduced to 


Pop goes McLaren at 
Ally Pally in 1997 


their chauffeurs”. But Geri ‘Ginger Spice’ Halliwell, 
who would, of course, renew her association with 
F1 years later, did declare herself on stage to be a 

“big fan of the grand pricks”. 

The Spice Girls, little more than six months on 
from the release of their first single, weren’t the 
only attraction that night at Ally Pally, once the first 
home of BBC Television. Car nut Jamiroquai also 
performed, while the cast of Starlight Express 
buzzed about on their rollerskates. Davina McCall, 
as ubiquitous then as she is now, was the compere. 

As surreal as it was, you can’t help wondering 
how Ron would have felt if he’d known he was 
watching the future wife of one his rival bosses in 
F1 jumping around in a long coat as red as her hair. 
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WHAT TO DO TIF YOUR 
DRIVER IS AWOL 


KK ROBOT AT WILLIAMS 


There were two things missing 
from Williams’s launch of its new 
sponsorship deal with Canon 
ahead of the 1985 F1 season. 
The first was its latest Honda- 
powered contender, the FW10, 
which was a fair cop given the 
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London event was in December 
and the season’s start still more 
than three months away. But its 
big name driver, who’d won the 
team the world title just two 
years before, was absent. There 
was no Keke Rosberg: Williams 
had to make do with new 
signing Nigel Mansell. 

Rosberg was otherwise 
engaged on the other side of the 
Pond learning to fly Lear Jets in 
the Arizona desert. So the agency 
handling the Canon account 
came up with an idea, something 
tongue in cheek and a bit of a 
piss-take of its AWOL star. CSS 
Promotions co-founder Andrew 
Marriott remembers borrowing 
what by the looks of it was a 


Audi had a new car to unveil and a new driver to 
announce. Strapping the recruit into the thing 

and sending him around a wooden velodrome 
wasn’t the obvious way to do it. But the German 
manufacturer was thinking big when it launched its 
switch to top-flight sportscar racing in Berlin in late 
December 1998. That’s how Laurent Aiello found 
himself driving the R8 LMP around the hundreds 

of media flown in from all corners of the globe 
gathered in the centre of the track. 

There was a requirement to do something 
special, remembers longtime Audi Sport boss 
Wolfgang Ullrich, the architect of a programme 
that would end up yielding the marque 13 
victories at the Le Mans 24 Hours. The German 
manufacturer was taking a massive turn in 
its motorsport engagement. 


rather unconvincing robot that 


had already been used ina 
British School of Motoring 
marketing campaign. 


“We got hold of this robot 
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CYCLING TO THE TOP OF THE PILE? 


AUDI LAUNCHES ITS SPORTSCAR ERA 


“It was a completely new step for Audi,” recalls 
Ullrich. “Because after the Auto Union days in the 
1930s, motorsport for Audi was always linked 
to four-wheel-drive systems. This was the first 
worldwide programme where we were not using the 
quattro system and it also came at a time when Audi 
was developing into more of a premium brand.” 

Think about what Ullrich is saying. From the 
Quattro World Rally Championship contender in all 
its iterations, through various programmes in North 
America in IMSA GTO and Trans-Am, and then 
Super Touring, Audi’s competition cars had always 
been all-wheel-drive, save for when it was banned 
in tin-top racing. That was a move that helped 
push Audi towards prototype racing. 

The idea of the event at what is simply known as 
the Velodrom came from Audi’s new head honcho 
of PR, who was also introduced that night in Berlin. 
Petra van Oyen was a former tennis player who had 
transitioned into the world of TV and was seen as 
something of a star signing by Audi. 

Audi didn’t have any concerns that the stunt 
with Aiello and the first iteration of the R8 - a car 
that had yet to gain the R suffix because officially, 
at least, there was no R8C - might be in any way 
dangerous. Ullrich remembers a recce being 
undertaken to make sure the car wouldn’t bottom 
out and points out that the R8 had already run 
at much higher speeds on a banked oval at its 
Ingolstadt testing establishment. 

And what did Aiello make of being asked to 
get his first taste of the R8 on a wooden track? 

“He was impressed with our rather special idea,” 
remembers Ullrich, “and happy that he would 
be the one driving the car.” 


thing and dressed it up in some 
overalls,” recalls Marriott. “We 
wrote ‘KK Robot’ somewhere on 
them and put it up on stage with 
the car and Nigel.” 
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HAWKE ARRIVES WITH A NOSEDIVE 


F3 IDEA NEARLY ENDS IN DISASTER 


When Jordan launched the EJ12 at Brussels 
airport, a freight hub of new sponsor DHL, the 
team rolled its Honda-powered 2002 Formula 
1 contender out of the side of a just-landed 
Airbus 300 after it had been declared that 
there was an urgent delivery for a Mr Jordan. 
Nice stunt, Eddie, but it had been trumped 
years before when British racing car 
constructor Hawke took the wraps off its 
new - and, as it turned out, one and only - 
Formula 3 car in mid-air! 

Hawke Racing Cars had been purchased by 
airline owner Mike Keegan in 1974, the year in 
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which son and future F1 driver Rupert had 
raced - and regularly crashed - one of its DL11 
Formula Ford 1600s. By the end of 1975 he 
had recruited an up-and-coming designer by 
the name of Adrian Reynard to produce an 
F1 chassis, only to change his mind early the 
following year and decide that he wanted 
an F3 car for his son to race. The hurriedly 
produced DL18 was the result. 

Keegan Sr, who Reynard describes as 
“a larger than life character”, had a fleet of 
air-freighters - readers of a certain age will no 
doubt remember the British Air Ferries decals 


Delivery for Mr Jordan: 
DHL unloads Eddie’s 
2002 contender 


BRITISH A/R FERR. 


on a number of cars driven by Keegan Jr - and 
opted to combine motorsport and aviation for 
the DL18’s launch. In late May 1976, the press 
boarded an Aviation Traders Carvair ATL-98 - 

a modified Douglas DC-4 - at Southend airport 
for a short hop over to Le Touquet, just round 
the coast from Calais. The wraps came off the 
car somewhere over the English Channel, 

with near-disastrous consequences, 
remembers Reynard. 

“Everyone had piled into the cargo hold 
and, when Mike made the announcement, 
people moved forward to look at the car and 
the plane went into a nose-dive,” he explains. 
“The pilot soon corrected it, but he came 
over the intercom and asked everyone not 
to move about too much.” 

There was an aeronautical theme to the 
Hawke F3 car. It initially had what Reynard 
calls a “Concorde delta wing”. It was quickly 
replaced by something more conventional, 
though the DL18 wasn’t a success. Keegan’s 
debut of the car - in place of his March 743 - at 
Silverstone in June was disastrous. He switched 
to a Chevron B34 for the final phase of a season 
in which he won the title in the BP-sponsored 
British Automobile Racing Club championship, 
the premier F3 series in the UK. 

Areworked version of the car for 1977, by 
the hand of a young Pat Symonds, wasn’t a 
success either and the project was quietly 
pushed to one side. But no one present for 
the launch will ever forget it. 


MIXING RACING 
AND FOOTBALL 


NEWCASTLE UNITED LISTER 


Newcastle United owner Sir John Hall had an idea 
with his son and deputy chairman, Douglas. They 
wanted to create a continental-style sporting club 
straddling different disciplines. They ended up 


buying teams competing in rugby union, basketball 


and ice hockey. An involvement in motorsport 
was part of that grand plan. 

The explains why before the Premier League 
match against Arsenal in early January 1996, a 
racing car with a livery inspired by the black-and- 
white stripes of Newcastle’s home strip was 
wheeled onto the pitch. Despite the best efforts 
of driver Tiff Needell to gee up the crowd, the 
Toon Army took not a blind bit of notice. 

Nor did they when the car was on display 
outside the ground before the match. 

Perhaps it wasn’t surprising. A resurgent United, 
rescued by Hall when they were facing relegation 
to the third tier of English football, were top of the 
table under the managership of Kevin Keegan. 
More to the point, there were pints to be 
drunk and pies to be devoured. 


Fisichella Motorsport 


and Roma teamed up 
for Superleague 


Out on the Toon: Lister 
graces St James’ Park 


You might ask why the revived Lister marque 
was chosen as the vehicle for Newcastle’s 
motorsporting aspirations. The reason was that 
Douglas Hall owned a souped-up Jaguar XJ12 
saloon supplied by Laurence Pearce, who 
relaunched Lister as a purveyor of what today 
might be termed reimagined Jags. That led to the 
first new Lister in 30 years, the Storm supercar. 
Hall Jr read about Pearce’s plans to take the car 
to the Le Mans 24 Hours in 1995 in the pages of 
Autosport and asked whether he could tag along. 

“Douglas came to the race and then a few weeks 
later | was asked to fly down to Marbella to meet 
him,” recalls Pearce. “He asked me how much it 
would cost to build him a new race car. | didn’t 
really know, so | said, ‘500 grand plus VAT’. He wrote 
me a cheque for £537,500 there and then.” 

Lister would race in Newcastle colours for five 
years, the flanks of the original aluminium-chassis 
Storm GTS and acarbon GTL carrying the decals of 
club sponsors Adidas and Newcastle Brown Ale. 


LAUNCH SEASON 


LISTERCARS 


Castrol also provided sponsorship, which came 
courtesy of Keegan. 

“Keegan had a contact at Castrol,” explains 
Pearce. “He rang up and told me to send this guy 
an invoice for 50 grand. He didn’t want anything 
in return. Kevin was pretty special.” 

Long after the Lister/Newcastle partnership had 
broken up, the idea of bringing motorsport and 
football together was revived by the short-lived 
Superleague Formula single-series of 2008-11. The 
idea was that motorsport would tap into the fan 
base of some of the world’s biggest clubs, who 
were ably supported by race teams such as 
Alan Docking Racing, Astromega and Hitech. 

That cold night at St James’ Park explains why 
your writer confidently predicted that Superleague 
wouldn’t work. Correctly, as it turned out. Not that 
he’s claiming to be some kind of mystic. What 
became Super Touring was going nowhere, he 
reckoned, on reading about it in the summer 
of 1989. And as for the man bag... 


AND FINALLY, A KIND OF ANTI-LAUNCH 


McLAREN JUST ABOUT REVEALS ITS M28 


There was no razzamatazz when 
McLaren took the wraps off the 
new M28 in October 1978. Just an 
invite to a few journos to watch 
the shakedown at a cold and 
windy Silverstone. A photo of the 
drivers and team members with 
the car was as grand as it got. 
There is a story - maybe 
apocryphal, maybe not - that 
when bums were perched upon 
various parts of the machine, the 
whole thing creaked and moaned 
like adoomed submarine. 

It might just be true based 
on what happened next in the 
development programme of 
McLaren’s first true ground effect 
car. A multi-day test was booked 
for Watkins Glen in upstate New 


York, but ended up lasting no 
more than a handful of laps. 

New McLaren signing John 
Watson, who’d switched over 
from Brabham, takes up the story: 
“We had these three or whatever 
days booked for Watkins Glen. 
| did four or five laps and then 
came in for the car to undergo a 
spanner check. When it was up on 
the stands someone noticed that 
the front of the car was dropping 
down. The front bulkhead was so 
inherently weak that the car was 
bending under its own weight. 

“Alastair Caldwell [team 
manager] said, ‘Right, we’re going 
home. The test is over” We were 
wrapped up inside half an hour!” 

Attempts to strengthen the 


monocoque resulted in the car 
becoming overweight. Despite a 
third place on the debut for the 
M28 at the Argentinian Grand Prix 
in Buenos Aires with Watson, 
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in 1978. Literally 


McLaren opted to start afresh. By 
the British GP at Silverstone in 
July, Watson had a new shiny M29 
under him. There wasn’t time for 
a launch on that occasion. 
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FAREWELL F2 


FAREWELL TO AN 
UNDERRATED WILLIAMS RAGER 


The Williams-designed Formula 2 car is finally retiring. 
Time to look back on tts short-lived championship and 
long-lived career as a launchpad for future stars 


KEVIN TURNER 


LAJAe- wes 


~*~ 


80 AUTOSPORT.COM 19-26 DECEMBER 2024 


LEAD PIC: SUTTON/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


Ps P aed = 
Loake enjoys himself mA 4 


on farewell run for 
Williams JPH1B 
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FAREWELL F2 


t tests every aspect of a driver. It doesn’t feel old, 
it just feels like a light, nimble race car.” 
Aston Martin Autosport BRDC Award winner 

Joseph Loake is a fan of the MotorSport Vision-run 

Formula 2 car, or Williams JPH1B, and he’s not alone. 
Despite the fact that the car is nearly as old as the 19-year-old and 
the series it was built for finished 12 years ago, only now is the 
Williams being retired. It’s been the backbone of the Award, now 
run in conjunction with Silverstone, since 2010 and has helped the 
judges led by Derek Warwick pick winners that include F1 stars 
George Russell and Lando Norris, Formula E aces Jake Dennis, 
Oliver Rowland and Dan Ticktum, and current up-and-comers 
Zak O’Sullivan, Luke Browning and Loake himself. 

The design dates back to 2008 but can still provide a challenge 
and excitement to drivers used to modern machinery. “The biggest 
difference is how much more power it has compared to the grip,” 
continues Loake, on hand at Silverstone to drive the spare car 
after the 2024 finalists have finished their runs. “And it’s so 
light, which is what makes it awesome. 

“In the wet it’s petrifying, which is cool. The modern cars 
are heavier and lack rawness - they’re not scary enough! 

“I was taken aback by the amount of power it has with the turbo. 
Being an older engine, it takes a while to get going but when it 
does... it takes your breath away. And I really like the carbon brakes 


- it really stops as soon as you hit them. It’s an incredible car. 
I'd love to give it a go with 25 other cars out there.” 

Loake was born too late to race the car, but between 2009 and 
2012 it provided a low-budget route into high-level single-seaters. 

“The FIA, particularly [president] Max Mosley, were 
understandably concerned about the high cost of GP2 and wanted 
to do something dramatic,” recalls MSV CEO Jonathan Palmer, the 
driving force behind the project and who had run the low-budget, 
national-level Formula Palmer Audi championship since 1998. 
“He came up with the idea of a Formula 2 championship and 
could someone run it at a cost of under £200,000 a season. 
Virtually everybody said no but we'd had the experience of FPA, 
and a lot of experience of running a whole championship of 
cars under one banner, which was the only way to match 
the cost requirement. I thought, ‘Let’s have a go”” 

Meetings with Mosley followed, a tender was submitted and 
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Robert Wickens leads 
the pack in first race 
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“Time was really tight and it was 
probably fairly ambitious to create 
our own cars with Williams” 


MSV got the gig. Then the problem was how to make it happen... 

“T had a long professional relationship with Williams and 
Patrick Head, so when this came up, I went to Patrick and said, 
‘What do you think?’,” continues Palmer. “Patrick was interested 
in the challenge and I was thrilled that Williams was prepared 
to design the car, while we manufactured it using suppliers.” 

Head, who was still heavily involved in the F1 team, immersed 
himself in the project from the outset. “We had already been handling 
some commercial programmes, but not at this level,” he says. “We 
took on just three people for the design, and I oversaw the project. 

“The chassis had to be capable of passing the quite rigorous 
FIA crash test requirements of the time, not much less than 
required for F1 cars. The project proved more challenging 
than I predicted, much because of the high safety 
requirements, with front, side and rear impact tests. 

“Although no wind tunnel testing was conducted, a CFD evaluation 
supported the design. The Williams composite chassis design was 
manufactured by Universal Race Technology in Bognor Regis and 
then the cars were assembled by PalmerSport at Bedford Autodrome.” 

The timescale was tight. There was just a year between the 
design process beginning and the first car hitting the track. 

Steven Kane drove the JPH1 at Brands Hatch in March 2009, 
with the first race set for Valencia on 30 May. 

MSV group operations and engineering manager Giles Butterfield 
believes the cost target and tight timeframe made just getting to the 
first race with 25 cars a challenge. “Like all these projects there is 
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* 8 TS | | 
Palmer helped bring SS — 
Stoneman into the I noo 


series for 2010 


never enough time,” he says. “It was really tight and probably 
fairly ambitious to decide to create our own cars with Williams. 

“To set yourself up as a car manufacturer for one car build 
is tough because people who do it regularly have systems and 
routines, and people are used to doing this regularly. Those 
of us who were in it will probably never forget! Williams had 
to expand the design team because the original head count 
wasn't enough. It was quite difficult to dovetail this into 
what was already a pretty busy F1 operation.” 

The 580kg car was launched with 400bhp - 450bhp on overboost 
- from the four-cylinder 1.8-litre turbocharged Audi engine, and 
used a Hewland six-speed paddleshift gearbox. There were limited 
set-up options; front and rear wing angles, anti-roll bar settings 
springs, damping, bump, rebound and cambers all within a 
range specified ahead of each event. 

The other key element was the series being centrally run, 
with a pool of mechanics and engineers, who rotated between 
the drivers. For much of the championship’s life there were three 
cars per engineer, which cut costs but created other challenges. 

“We had to have a rota system where people were allowed a 
prescribed amount of time with the race engineers and they could 
always go back for more at the end,” explains Butterfield. “If you 
werent careful the first driver would spend an hour and a half 
with the engineer so you needed a level of discipline to make it 
work. It was bonkers value for money and you are only able to 
do that by avoiding the duplication of overheads: one workshop, 
and the staffing model was lean.” 

James Goodfield, who was involved from the start as a race 
engineer and became chief engineer in 2010, believes the centrally 
run ethos had other knock-on effects: “The restrictions forced us 
to do some things in quite innovative ways. For example, having a 
front wing you can adjust from the steering wheel meant a driver 
could do an aero balance adjustment without needing to come 
to the pits and asking a mechanic to change a wing. 

“This car actually has the ability to be incredibly adjustable but in 
order to make it possible to run centrally, a number of restrictions 
were put on the set-up. That’s not unusual, that happens in a lot 
of championships; you have a fixed number of spring rates you 
can run, for example, or certain rear geometries that you’re not 
permitted because they take too long to change. We were just 
much more careful with what we permitted and what we 
mandated to keep things as efficient as possible.” 

An undoubted plus point was the Mountune-prepared engine that 
had already shown its worth in FPA, though the F2 version was a 
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™ Bacheta was the final James Goodfield 


champion in 2012 before 


Palmer altered path 


Andy Wildman 


Matt Greco 


Liam Hewitt 
considerable step up. “The engines were SEE 
reliable from day one and Mountune Paul Bowers 
did a great job,” says Palmer. “That old Harry Drysdale 
Audi engine has proven to be one of the 

Tony Kent 


most incredible engines of all time. It 
produced 150bhp in the A4 road car and 


we were running it with the same block Foinkthens 


Chief engineer (pictured right) 
Chief mechanic* 


Senior mechanic* 


Mechanic car 4 
Mechanic car5 
Systems engineer 


Ivan ‘Ted’ Brewster Chieftruckie 


Mountune representative 
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Mechanic car 2 


Mechanic car3 


“All the cars had wheel tethers and 
we had to look at the circumstances of 
how the wheel came off. It was a freak 
accident. The FIA was very fair and 
constructive but that was a massive blow 
and correctly absorbed a huge amount 
of time from everyone involved in the 


and same head with a load of turbo 
boost at 425bhp all day long.” 
Remarkably, the series hit the financial 
target. A budget for the first season was 
£195,000 at a time when British F3 was 
upwards of half a million and a GP2 
season was twice that. But there were 
some reliability problems in the first 
season. Frontrunner Andy Soucek 
suffered a fuel-pump failure in the 


(standing in for Paul George, who 
built many ofthe F2engines and 
supported all events untilthis year) 


Barratt Sutherland MSVstores 


Moira Citriniti Senior administrator and PA: 
responsible for all logistics 
and point of contact forteam 

Leon Gutfreund Engineer for Arvid Lindblad 

Paul Antony Engineer for Louis Sharp 


operation of the championship. It was 
a tough thing to be confronted with.” 
Somehow, the series made it through 
its first season, with Soucek crowned as 
champion, for which he won a Williams 
F1 test drive. And, for 2010, the car 
was upgraded significantly. 
The aero was improved, with 
bargeboards and a new rear wing 
(Williams estimated the package provided 


first race and electronic issues reared 
their heads during the season. 
“The first year was tough,” concedes 


Geoff Kingston 


Will Daniels 


Engineer for Freddie Slater 


Engineer for Deagan Fairclough 


30% more downforce), and power went 
up to 425bhp and 475bhp with overboost, 
plus Avon produced a new tyre. The car 


Butterfield. “When you are building 
racing cars to a budget the kind of things 
that people don’t want to spend money on 
are expensive plugs and connectors, and 
we had a number of those where we tried 
to retain OE parts on the Audi engine and 
things like that. Initially they were fine 
but by mid-season they were giving us problems, so we had to bite 
the bullet, spend some more money and re-engineer some things. 

“Nobody building racing cars can do enough R&D to prove 
everything, it’s just not affordable in terms of time or money, so 
at some point you have to launch a bunch of racing cars onto the 
market and sort out whatever crops up. It still happens now. You 
sink or swim on your ability to fix problems quickly and effectively.” 

As well as the technical challenges, the whole championship had 
to deal with the accident that claimed the life of Henry Surtees, 
son of 1964 world champion John, at Brands Hatch in July 2009. 

A loose wheel struck the 18-year-old on the head, which was 
inevitably fatal in an era before the halo. 

“Henry’s death was the worst thing that ever happened in my 
motorsport history,” says 83-time F1 starter Palmer, who was in 
race control that day. “John was a good friend, our sons came up 
together and Henry was a good driver. I went straight to the 
hospital and was there with John - it was absolutely awful. 


Plusassistance from TSL Timing, Pirelli, Signs & Graphics 


*Both dideveryevent and have been with MSV since long 
before F2 started. They built the original cars and maintained 
and prepared them forthe Award every year. 


had shaped underside sidepods and 
gained from being run very low, soa 
‘third spring’ was also added at the rear. 

“The car was probably a bit heavy 
from day one, so we went on a pretty 
major weight-saving campaign,” adds 
Butterfield. “We were probably a bit closer 
to F3 and a bit further from GP2 pace than we wanted so needed 
to up the ante and adjust our position relative to everyone else.” 

The JPH1B, as it now became known, was between one and three 
seconds per lap faster in 2010. Attracting the leading lights on the 
single-seater scene was, however, proving tricky, not helped by the 
arrival of the Fl-supporting GP3. “GP3 was at a different price level 
but it was another powerful commercial challenge,” reflects Palmer. 

Nevertheless, he did manage to attract former McLaren Autosport 
BRDC Award finalist Dean Stoneman, who would go on to beat 
Palmer’s son Jolyon to the second title: “I was very supportive of 
Dean - he was very determined, with a touch of the Nigel Mansell 
toughness about him, so I helped him get some sponsors.” 

Mirko Bortolotti, perhaps the championship’s most successful 
graduate, took the crown in 2011 before Luciano Bacheta won 
in 2012, by which time the overboost was giving 500bhp. The series 
had a proven car and an F1 test prize, but never quite managed to 
break the established - and more expensive - single-seater ladder. 
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Palmer decided to end things a year earlier 
than planned, at the end of 2012: “We always 
knew we weren't really competing with GP3, 


DRIVER 


ALL THE WINNERS 


: : : : 1 MirkoBortolotti 8 
it was, ‘Was there a niche for a championship 
° : 3 2 AndySoucek 7 
at this very low price level and still pretty 
high performance?’ I’m proud of what we eas Een eseneman z 
achieved but commercially we were always = Jelyenralner 
swimming against the tide. = _LucianoBacheta 5 
“The reality is that running things under one 6 Philipp Eng 4 
house doesn’t work. You need the teams in there = ChristopherZanella 4 
to support the championship - a load of salesmen 8 RamonPineiro 3 
out there to say how great it is. Having teams also = ‘MihafMarinescu 3 
means that the most successful will charge the =. Rrsaaieponanes 3 
most money and the teams that are trying to get rr err ee 2g 
into it will charge a lot less, so it gives people eee 4 ,& 
the chance to get it at different price levels i si Seae & 
with different expectations.” a a. Nicola de Mated 2 2 
“Running it all under one roof is undeniably = KazimVasiliauskas = 2 5 
the cheapest way to do it and you do end up with = MatheoTuscher 2 05 
the biggest fleet of the most equal cars,” agrees 16 Julien Jousse 1 
eae ~ 
Butterfield. “But it flies in the face of the market, =  MikhailAleshin 1 & 
which is why it doesn’t work as a model. = Benjamin Bailly 1 
“The mentality of people who go motor racing, eee 1 
even though they say they want everything to be eon says Palmer. “If it had a halo on it, it would still 
8 ead y 8 . = WillBratt 1 y . . 
the same, they don’t. What they really want is By eects ; be regarded as a pretty good car, which given 
to feel they have a relationship with a team and it’s 15 years old is quite remarkable. 
y P =  KevinMirocha 1 y q 
an engineer, maybe a few bits on the car they 7 “So many top drivers have been through 
= Alex Fontana 1 


think are trick or a trick set-up; a bit of an 
advantage they think they can create.” 

MSV’s subsequent single-seater series, 
particularly BRDC F4 (won by Russell in 2014) that morphed into 
current GB3, have proved more successful commercially - and 
involved teams. “We learned a lot, about running cars, costs 
of things, and what drivers wanted - and we went totally the 
other way and embraced traditional teams,” confirms Palmer. 

“The lessons learned have always been useful.” 

But the car itself wasn’t yet done. It had become the single-seater 
for the Young Driver Award in 2010, with an MSV-prepared car 
being provided for each of six finalists (and a spare) so that all 
could be on track at the same time and compared as fairly as 
possible. That became four finalists from 2016, when Norris's 
success helped launch his McLaren career. 

“It’s had a second life and what an endorsement of the car,” 


MIRKO BORTOLOTTI ON F2 


2011 F2 AND 2024 DTM CHAMPION 


these cars and they have run with reliability 
and equality. The equality we ran them in the 
Award is no different to what we did when 
we were running the championship.” 

For Goodfield, who became Jolyon Palmer’s GP2 race engineer in 
2013 and whose Award involvement has continued through to 2024, 
the tests became a highlight each year. “Everybody was disappointed 
when the championship came to an end,” he says. “Everybody 
understood the reasons but nobody was anything but upset by 
the fact that we didn’t get a bit longer to improve whatever needed 
improving. We felt disappointed for Jonathan; he'd put a lot into it. 

“We ended up with a car that’s way better than what we charged 
per season and to a certain extent it didn’t attract the level of 
drivers it should, purely because it’s perceived as being less 
good than it actually is, which was a huge shame. 

“When the championship stopped, doing the Award has been 


Formula 2 did a lot for my career. In my first stint 
in 2009, | had just competed in single-seaters in 
Italy, so it was my first real opportunity to get 
into international motorsport. 

That first season was a bit difficult on some 
topics, especially reliability of the cars, but also 
finding a way of running the whole thing in a 
professional way, trying to give all the drivers the 
same conditions. And that was the goal, which is 
something | really appreciated, something that 
I’m missing in many series nowadays. 

Asa concept, it was great. The problem is, in 
some cases, it was difficult to put in place. And 
that is where they made the biggest step in 2011 
when | came back. | found a completely different, 
much more mature environment; the mechanics, 
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the engineers, everybody involved had two 
seasons under their belts. Though | must say, also 


in 2009, for being the first year they did a good job. 


It was a relatively heavy car and, with the 
turbo engine, was quite different compared to 
the engines we were driving at the time. If you 
compare cars like Formula Renault 2.0 or the 
3.5 or F3, even going up to GP2, they were all 
naturally aspirated engines, so the turbo 
engine was something to get used to. 

The car was nice to drive, really peaky tyres | 
remember, so it was important to get the peak in 
qualifying, because you had only one, maximum 
two, laps to make the tyres work. And then you 
had to manage them in the race, which was good 
preparation for any other series coming after. 


| had to really adapt my driving style. It was 
not really comparable to an F3 car in terms of 
downforce, but it had a lot more power and 
a really interesting feature, which was the 
push-to-pass function. 

It was a great series and it’s a shame not having 
it around anymore because, for a relatively low 
budget, it was offering a lot. And it was giving 
everyone in the grid a similar situation to fight 
for it. You could not, let’s say if you had a mega 
budget, go and do private testing. The test days 
were limited, everybody had the same conditions, 
and this is something | love. After 2010 | didn’t 
really know what to do and F2 gave me a great 
opportunity to launch my career again. 
BORTOLOTTI WAS SPEAKING TO JAMES NEWBOLD 
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really nice. It’s incredible that MSV managed to keep cars running, 
almost purely for this event. It is really lovely every year to get the 
cars back out, for the mechanics to give them a service at Bedford, 
and remind ourselves how good they are, how good they sound. 
“Because of the way the championship was run and because 
we ended up being a relatively small close-knit group of people 
who worked very closely together and spent a lot of time together, 
a lot of it’s more about the camaraderie. We’ve got guys who do 
this event every year, engineers and mechanics who were with 
us in 2009. It’s almost like a big family.” 
Along with Warwick, the F2 car helped raise the level of the 
prestigious Award. “As a platform on which to evaluate drivers 
and their ability it’s jolly effective, which is why it’s been so 


y Bortolotti was 2011 champ 
and remains a fan of the concept 
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good for Young Driver Award,’ adds Butterfield. 

“The car’s a great platform for young drivers to take a step out of 
medium/lower single-seater heading towards the upper echelons. 
The car is fast. You’ve only got to see the expression on the face of 
the guys who have driven the car for the Award. It’s a challenging 
car to drive; it has a lot of power and not a phenomenal amount 
of grip for that power, so it makes it interesting. But it’s pretty 
well-behaved and predictable, quite a confidence-inspiring car. 
It’s taught a lot of drivers a lot about themselves and how to 
drive cars quickly, and some race car engineering as well.” 

That the car achieved reliability is underlined by the fact that, 
across the 14 times the JPH1B was used in the Young Driver test, 
the ever-present spare was never required. Each of the main 
chassis has ‘won’ the Award at least once. 

Nevertheless, the time has finally come for the cars to rest. 
“When the championship was current we had a lot of people 
working for us who were very familiar with running the car 
regularly, looking after it, maintaining it,’ says Butterfield. 
“Gradually over the years the pool starts to evaporate. Having 
that first-class core of people who understand the car has 
become harder and harder. 

“The cars aren't getting any younger. It would be a lot more 
difficult for us to arrive at a conclusion if someone had to swap 
cars or had a major breakdown. We never wanted to get to that 
point where we were starting to have unreliability. And what tends 
to happen with large fleets of cars, if you have a problem on one 
car the chances are that within 10 minutes you'll have the same 
problem on another. It was always our fear that something would 
become the Achilles’ heel and cause us problems on several cars 
simultaneously because they are all of similar age and mileage.” 

For Palmer, there is only one big regret: “I’ve not driven the car.” 
Yet - there might be one more run for the Williams JPH1B next 
year, with the man who started it all behind the wheel... 4” 


19-26 DECEMBER 2024 AUTOSPORT.COM 85 


SLOT CAR RACING 
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A bit of Scalextric fun in 2023 turned into some serious competition 


this year as Autosport threw itself into slot car racing 


TOM HOWARD 


ast Christmas, Autosport afforded this writer an 
opportunity to write about a much-loved hobby: 
L Scalextric. Little did I know it would lead to a year 
spent racing 1/32 scale slot cars competitively... 
Following the publication of last year’s double 
issue, an email from reader Callum Norris landed suggesting that 
Autosport should take our hobby to the next level by joining him 
at the Larkfield Slotcar Club in Kent. Challenge accepted. 

It was a decision that opened the door to a world that few 
probably realise exists. We've all probably set up a Scalextric set 
and raced at home for fun, dodging coffee tables or armchairs 
in the living room, but racing on a giant six-lane track that fills 
a village hall is a completely different concept. This is the world 
of competitive slot car racing and there are clubs all over the 
country that do this every week. 
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“Tt’s like bringing your PlayStation to life,” says Larkfield Slotcar 
Club chairman Nick O’Gorman. “You can sit at home playing 
computer games, but if you want to go out and race people in 
real life, itis a relatively inexpensive way of doing it.” 

This is low-budget motorsport, albeit on a 1/32 scale, such is the 
level of detail and competitiveness involved that Autosport has 
found out from attending the club every Friday night outside of 
work commitments. It’s no longer simply a case of setting up 
a track, plopping a car into the slot and holding down the 
trigger on the controller. 

Let’s start with the track. Larkfield Slotcar Club, now into its 26th 
year of competition, runs a wooden, six-lane track that is wired into 
a PC that operates the live timing system to a thousandth of a 
second. Depending on the class of car being raced, lap times range 
from between four to seven seconds, which for a track that fills a 
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- Logging on: Escort 
swings its tail on 
club’s special stage 


1970s sportscars and 
Can-Am get set to go 


village hall offers some idea as to how fast these cars are travelling. 

Drivers compete in six three-minute heats, driving a race in each 
lane for fairness. The total amount of laps accumulated from 
the six heats are compiled to determine the overall results. On 
average the winner usually completes 180-200 laps. The club 
also competes in what is called an Interclub Series, acting as 
quasi-Kent county championships pitching the best racers 
from the region against each other. 

In addition to the six-lane track, the club also has a bespoke rally 
stage it uses for rally nights to test racers’ abilities in tackling a tight 
and twisty course against the clock, driving a Ford Escort Mk2, the 
latest Ford Puma Rally1 or whatever takes your fancy. 

“Tt is completely different to anything you can do at home,” 
O’Gorman adds. “The tracks are massive compared to anything you 
can build at home with four lanes or six lanes. You could never 


SLOT CAR RACING 


Controllers are more 
complex than standard 


“Tf you want to go out and race 
people in real life, this is a relatively 
inexpensive way of doing it” 


dream of racing on something that size as a kid. Adding some 
competition to it brings a different element.” 

The cars themselves are highly strung bits of kit designed with 
serious racing in mind. Scalextric is often not the brand of choice 
when it comes to this level of racing, with manufacturers such as 
NSR, Racer Sideways and Slot.it the preferred weapons of choice 
that cost in the region of £70-£80 each. 

Racers spend hours meticulously setting up their cars, which 
are fully customisable. Motors can be tuned and tweaked, gear 
ratios and axles can be replaced and there are even different 
compounds of tyres that can be selected to find that extra 
thousandth of a second. For example, a simple ride height 
adjustment made on a 1977 Group 5 Porsche 935 that Autosport 
has been racing delivered a gain of roughly three tenths of a 
second per lap. It really comes down to fine margins. >> 
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LISTA STORAGE SOLUTIONS 
FOR MOTORSPORT 


BENEFITS 

¢ Proven expertise 
Many years of experience 
equipping all areas of 
Motorsport 


¢ Modular design 
Universal modular system 


¢ Top industrial quality 
10 Year guarantee 


¢ Customisation 
Define your exact 
requirements 


¢ Completely universal 
From a single mobile 
cabinet to full facility 
fit out 


01908 222 333 | info.uk@lista.com | wwwista.com 


~~ 


You don’t need to be called Lewis or drive a Ferrari 
to get yourself out on track. 

Book onto a track day with Opentrack.co.uk and with 
17 circuits to pick from there is one close to you. 
Included on an Opentrack day as standard: 
Tuition,Photography, Open pit lane format. 
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A range of classes 
and eras cater to all 
tastes at Larkfield 
Slotcar Club 


The club rotates through six classes: Formula 1, GT3, Group 5, 
Classic Sportscars, Touring Cars and Open GT, with two held 
each evening. For example, in one evening you can go from 
racing an Eric Bernard Larrousse F1 car to a 1995 Manuel 
Reuter Opel Calibra DTM touring car. 

“Compared to things I bought as a kid you would never dream you 
could change the motors, the wheels, the axles and everything you 
can do now,” says O’Gorman. “They are like mini radio-controlled 
cars - you can have different gearing, tyres and wheels. It is quite 
technical for a little model.” 

Perhaps one of the variables that is most striking to a newbie is 
that, just like in real-world motorsport, every car drives differently 
and has to be driven differently to achieve the best results. 

A lot of this comes down to the controllers, which are far more 
advanced than the point-and-squirt controllers that come with your 
standard set. Controllers can cost up to £300 but there is a reason 
for such a high price tag. They are incredibly technical, featuring 
adjustable throttle sensitivity, braking and traction control. Yes, 
you've read that correctly... Managing the brakes and ensuring the 
throttle sensitivity is set just right is crucial for achieving lap times. 
As soon as your finger lifts off the throttle the car will brake. Cars 
can roll into corners off throttle or stop sharply depending on 
the driver’s set-up choice and the class of car. 

At first glance the initial thought is, ‘How hard can it be?’ But as it 
turns out, very hard. All of these variables take time to master and it 
requires an incredible amount of skill to be successful. It took this 
writer seven months to win a race and, as it stands, Autosport has 
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SLOT CAR RACING 


Six-lane racing takes 
some getting used to 


“You get a little buzz out of beating 
people. When you get it together 
and win it’s quite an achievement” 


clocked up a handful of podium finishes. 

The racing is ridiculously close, with races often decided by 
fractions of seconds, which adds to the adrenalin rush and 
excitement. There are, of course, the inevitable crashes; certainly 
this writer was often the red-faced culprit in the first handful 
of races. Slowly but surely the pace is coming with every 
night of racing completed. 

“There is a bit of excitement and there is a bit of skill as well, 
and a bit of luck,” reckons O'Gorman. “You get a little buzz out 
of beating people. There are accidents and there are the little 
arguments between people as to who took each other out. But when 
you do get it together and win a race it’s quite an achievement.” 

Racing aside, this has become an activity to genuinely look 
forward to every Friday night. It’s not just about the racing, it’s an 
opportunity to mix with a group of like-minded individuals from all 
walks of life, young and old, to share a passion for slot cars and 
motorsport. It also offers that rare chance to switch off from 
the real world for a couple of hours and focus the mind. 

“Definitely [there is a positive mental health aspect to this] and 
running it on a Friday night helps as you have done your week of 
work and then you chill out with some mates and have a few laughs, 
and it sets you up for the weekend really,” says O’Gorman. “Everyone 
gets on with each other and we chat about motorsport because we 
are all interested in it. We have members from the ages of 17-70 
and there aren't really many hobbies that embrace those ages.” 

So, if real-world motorsport is out of your price range and 
unachievable, we highly recommend taking up slot car racing 
to scratch that competitive itch. 
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Silverstone Autosport 
BRDC Award 
Finalists selected (26 Sep) 


Autosport Awards 
Voting nominations (21 Nov) 


Autosport International 
Preview 1 (4 Jan) 

Preview 2 (11 Jan) 

Show report (18 Jan-HC/AK/JBL/SH/ 
TH/LD/SL/JN/MW) 


British Touring Cars 
BTCC state of play (14 Mar-MS) 
Rob Huff’s return (4 Apr-MS) 
Tom Ingram interview (11 Apr-MS) 
Top 10 BTCC cars (18 Apr-KT) 
Season preview (25 Apr-MS) 

1. Donington Park (2 May-MS) 
2. Brands Hatch (16 May-MS) 
3. Snetterton (30 May-MS) 

4. Thruxton (13 Jun-MS) 

5. Oulton Park (27 Jun-MS) 

6. Croft (1 Aug-MS) 

7. Knockhill (15 Aug-MS) 

8. Donington Park (29 Aug-SL) 
9. Silverstone (26 Sep-MS) 
RML at 40 (10 Oct-MS) 

10. Brands Hatch (10 Oct-Ms) 
Season review (24 Oct-MS) 
Restart Racing (14 Nov-MS) 


Club Column 

Building for the future (4 Jan-Cv) 
Getting off the ground (25 Jan-SL) 
Is winning races key for junior 
single-seater drivers? (8 Feb-SL/SM) 
Important progress (7 Mar-SL) 
Reasons for optimism (21 Mar-SL) 
Winning with kids (4 Apr-EH) 
Pulling in right direction (11 Apr-SL) 
Ups and downs (18 Apr-SL) 
Calendar congestion (23 May-SL) 
Awin-win situation (27 Jun-SM) 
Should Oulton Park remain on the 
British GT calendar? (11 Jul-SL/GW) 
Recreating a favourite (8 Aug-SL) 
Rewrite the rules (22 Aug-SL) 

The highs and lows of a club 
racing driver (29 Aug-SM) 

Rectifying a mistake (5 Sep-SL) 

The deciding factor (26 Sep-EH) 
Drivers’ ROKiT boost (10 Oct-SL) 
Super Nova’s launch (17 Oct-SL) 
Festival highs and lows (24 Oct-SM) 
Asustainable position (31 Oct-SL) 
Switching codes (28 Nov-MR) 
Breaking down barriers (5 Dec-RS) 
Interpreting the stats (5 Dec-SL) 


Fi launches 

Sauber C44 (9 Feb) 

Aston Martin AMR24, Alpine A524, 
VCARB 01 (15 Feb) 

Red Bull RB20, Mercedes W15, 
Ferrari SF-24, McLaren MCL38 

(22 Feb) 


FIA Formula 2 

Season preview (22 Feb-SH) 
1. Sakhir (7 Mar-SH) 

2. Jeddah (14 Mar-SH) 

3. Melbourne (28 Mar-SH) 


Chris Froggatt 


4. Imola (23 May-SH) 

5. Monte Carlo (30 May-SH) 
6. Barcelona (27 Jun-SH) 
7. Red Bull Ring (4 Jul-SH) 
8. Silverstone (11 Jul-SH) 
9. Hungaroring (25 Jul-SH) 
10. Spa (1 Aug-SH) 

Rising star Paul Aron (1 Aug-SH) 
11. Monza (5 Sep-SH) 

12. Baku (19 Sep-SH) 

13. Losail (5 Dec-SH) 

14. Yas Marina (12 Dec-SH) 


FIA Formula 3 

Arvid Lindblad profile (15 Feb-Ms) 
Season preview (22 Feb-SH) 
1. Sakhir (7 Mar-SH) 

2. Melbourne (28 Mar-SH) 

3. Imola (23 May-SH) 

4. Monte Carlo (30 May-SH) 
5. Barcelona (27 Jun-SH) 

6. Red Bull Ring (4 Jul-SH) 
7. Silverstone (11 Jul-SH) 

8. Hungaroring (25 Jul-SH) 
9. Spa (1 Aug-SH) 

10. Monza (5 Sep-SH) 


Formula E 

Season preview (11 Jan-SM) 

1. Mexico City (18 Jan-SM) 

2. Diriyah (1 Feb-SM) 

3. Sao Paulo (21 Mar-SM) 

4. Tokyo (4 Apr-SM) 

5. Misano (18 Apr-SM) 

6. Monaco (2 May-SM) 

Lola and Yamaha join FE (9 May-SM) 
7. Tempelhof (16 May-SM) 

8. Shanghai (30 May-SM) 

9. Portland (4 Jul-SM) 

10. London (25 Jul-SM) 

Season review (8 Aug-SM) 

10 years of Formula E (12 Sep-SM) 
Zane Maloney’s switch (10 Oct-SM) 
Season preview (5 Dec-SM) 

1. Sao Paulo (12 Dec-SM) 


Grand prix features 

Can McLaren make the next step? 
(4 Jan-AK) 

Hamilton plotting a course back 
to the top (11 Jan-JBL) 

F1 2024 revealed (18 Jan-JBL) 
Driving secrets of F1’s best 

25 Jan-AK/KC) 

Adrian Newey: king of F1 design 

1 Feb-AK) 

Verstappen’s greatest wins 

1 Feb-AK) 

Hamilton’s shock switch to Ferrari 
8 Feb-AK) 

Big-name moves to Maranello 

8 Feb-JBL) 

Aston comes out fighting 

15 Feb-AK) 

Big F1 questions of 2024 (15 Feb-KC) 
Challenges facing F1’s big four 

22 Feb-AK) 

F1 season preview (29 Feb-AK/JBL/ 
FC/MK) 

Where’s Merc revival? (21 Mar-AK) 
Top 10 Ferrari F1 rookies 

(21 Mar-MS/KT) 

Is Ferrari’s new age working? 

(4 Apr-JBL) 
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Alex Kalinauck 


OK Oleg Karpov SM 
MK Matt Kew 

HK Harry King JN 
JK Jamie Klein MPA 
PL Paul Lawrence SP 
BL Bianca Leppert MP 
SL Stephen Lickorish MR 


AL Arvid Lindblad JS 
as JL Joseph Loake MS 


F1 driver market (11 Apr-AK/JBL) 
Senna’s legacy (2 May-JA/CB/JN/MS/ 
GW) 

Brabham on Ratzenberger 

(2 May-SW) 

Norris: Fl winner (16 May-AK) 
McLaren MCL38 tech (16 May-JBL) 
Next British Fl winners? 

(16 May-JBL/SL/MS) 

Williams revival (23 May-JBL) 
Alpine: what’s going on? (6 Jun-AK 
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Bearman and Haas (21 Nov-AK) 
How Vegas GP comes together 
(21 Nov-MMB) 


Grand prix reports 

1. Bahrain (7 Mar-JBL) 

2. Saudi Arabia (14 Mar-AkK) 
3. Australia (28 Mar-JBL) 

4. Japan (11 Apr-AK) 

5. China (25 Apr-JBL) 

6. Miami (9 May-AK) 

7. Emilia Romagna (23 May-JBL) 
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13. Hungary (25 Jul-AK) 
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21. Brazil (7 Nov-AK) 

22. Las Vegas (28 Nov-JBL) 
23. Qatar (5 Dec-AK) 

22. Abu Dhabi (12 Dec-AK) 
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Blomavist’s big chance (8 Feb-JB) 
Season preview (7 Mar-JB) 

1. St Petersburg (14 Mar-JB) 
The Thermal Club (28 Mar-JB) 
2. Long Beach (25 Apr-JB) 

3. Barber (2 May-JB) 
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Indy 500 preview (23 May-JB) 
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Season review (5 Oct-JB) 
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F1 2023 vs 2022: rating the GPs 

4 Jan-KT) 

Russell’s risk/reward conundrum 
11 Jan-AK) 

Building on a tough season 

11 Jan-SP) 

McLaren’s new-found confidence 
18 Jan-AK) 

A belated thank you (18 Jan-GW) 
Perils of road car quest (25 Jan-MK) 
Avictory that needed to happen 
(25 Jan-RT) 

The value of a name (1 Feb-AK) 
Formula E’s overtaking 
conundrum (1 Feb-SM) 

Aswitch that’s sent shockwaves 
(8 Feb-AK) 

Opportunity blocks (8 Feb-MS) 
Why Russell’s 2024 is now harder 
(15 Feb-MK) 

Troubles overshadow Red Bull 
launch (22 Feb-AK) 

Rossi on four wheels (22 Feb-GW) 
Admitting when we’re wrong 

(29 Feb-AK) 

What the Bahrain GP didn’t tell us 
(7 Mar-AK) 

F1 hopefuls in Japan (7 Mar-Jk) 
Aiming to win and inspire (7 Mar-SH) 
F1’s ‘pivotal moment’ (14 Mar-AK) 
Marquez’s low-key Ducati debut 
(14 Mar-LD) 

Ricciardo’s job has just got harder 
(21 Mar-AK) 

Making a difference (21 Mar-RS) 
Top teams should try to sign 
Sainz (28 Mar-AK) 

Peugeot’s conventional switch 

(28 Mar-GW) 

Another Suzuka repeat? (4 Apr-AK) 
What next for the WRC? (4 Apr-TH) 
Alonso’s complicated F1 future 

11 Apr-AK) 

What’s going wrong for Leclerc 

18 Apr-AK) 

Signs were there on Sainz 

18 Apr-TCA) 

F1’s racing and rules problem 

25 Apr-AK) 

At home in the BTCC (25 April-TC) 
Imola changes still shaping F1 

2 May-AK) 

Pressing all the wrong buttons 

2 May-CB) 

Norris answers critics (9 May-AK) 
Jota’s unheralded leader (9 May-JN) 
What’s after Fl Academy? 

(9 May-SH) 

Ferrari’s challenges (16 May-AK) 
Problems with Imola? (23 May-AK) 
When Max Mosley came calling 
23 May-TCA) 

Time to change the Monaco GP? 
30 May-AK) 

What options now for Andretti? 

6 Jun-JBL) 

Does Ducati’s move make sense? 
6 Jun-LD) 

Were we too pessimistic? 

13 Jun-AK) 

Anti-social media (13 Jun-CB) 


Has path to F1 been undermined? 
(20 Jun-AK) 

Le Mans’ lessons for F1 (20 Jun-JBL) 
How to improve greatest enduro 
(20 Jun-GW) 

A marker laid down (27 Jun-AK) 

Is the superlicence doing its job? 
(27 Jun-TCA) 

Max proves he hasn’t changed 

(4 Jul-AK) 

On cusp of Fl dream (4 Jul-OBE) 
McLaren’s to-do list (11 Jul-AK) 
Hybrid pros and cons (11 Jul-JB) 
Rookie gatecrashing F3 title fight 
(11 Jul-SH) 

F1’s Barbie moment (18 Jul-AK) 
F-bombs away (25 Jul-AK) 

Jag’s mixed E-motions (25 Jul-SM) 
Perez reprieve great for McLaren? 
(1 Aug-AK) 

Spa and the driver managers’ role 
(1 Aug-TCA) 

Learning from mistakes (8 Aug-AK) 
MotoGP’s British disconnect 

(8 Aug-BH) 

Japan makes its move (8 Aug-JK) 
A fresh start bears fruit (15 Aug-AK) 
F1’s intra-team battles (15 Aug-KT) 
Triple Eight’s latest star (15 Aug-PB) 
Max among the greats (22 Aug-KT) 
Norris answers critics (29 Aug-AK) 
Ready for title showdown 

(29 Aug-LB) 

McLaren’s team orders (5 Sep-AK) 
What next for rallying in the UK? 
(5 Sep-TH) 

New home for a champion? 

(5 Sep-JK) 

Aston Martin’s Newey direction 
(12 Sep-AK) 

Bearman makes himself at home 
(19 Sep-AK) 

Why Toyota is a game changer 

(26 Sep-PB) 

Bronze-age thinking (26 Sep-JN) 
Max versus the FIA, again (3 Oct-AK) 
Making most of a factory chance 
(3 Oct-TG) 

F1 2025’s best driver line-up? 

(10 Oct-AK) 

Another Bathurst classic? 

(10 Oct-PB) 

Step towards a proper return 

(10 Oct-GW) 

Albon’s road to an Fl century 

(17 Oct-AK) 

Team UK means business 

(17 Oct-CF) 

Max is playing rules to perfection 
(24 Oct-AK) 

A marketing challenge (24 Oct-SM) 
Mexico penalties set the standard 
(31 Oct-AK) 

Aseries for a different generation 
(31 Oct-BH) 

Getting a taste of medal action 
(31 Oct-TJ) 

Two sides of Verstappen (7 Nov-AK) 
NASCAR’s showdown (7 Nov-ND) 
Sad end to something great? 

(14 Nov-AK) 

Taking the positives (14 Nov-JL) 
Glimmer of light amid turmoil 

(21 Nov-AK) 


Different kind of safety problem 
21 Nov-SL) 

Looking back, focusing ahead 

21 Nov-AL) 

The job Norris still has to do 

28 Nov-AK) 

A ‘broken’ system flourishing 

28 Nov-SH) 

Small things Norris needs to find 
5 Dec-AK) 

Porsche ace’s roller coaster ride 
5 Dec-HK) 

New attitudes to challenge 
Verstappen (12 Dec-AK) 

Is new Attack Mode a step too far? 
(12 Dec-SM) 


Introducing... 

Nikita Johnson (21 Mar-MS) 
Nicolas Costa (30 May-JN) 

Connor Zilisch (11 Jul-CB) 

Mikey Doble (25 Jul-MS) 

Alisha Palmowski (22 Aug-SW) 
Matthew Richard Bell (21 Nov-GW) 


MotoGP 

Season preview (7 Mar-LD) 
1. Losail (14 Mar-RT) 

2. Algarve (28 Mar-LD) 

3. Austin (18 Apr-LD) 

4. Jerez (2 May-LD) 

5. Le Mans (16 May-LD) 

6. Barcelona (30 May-LD) 

7. Mugello (6 Jun-RT) 

8. Assen (4 Jul-LD) 

9. Sachsenring (11 Jul-RT) 
10. Silverstone (8 Aug-RT) 
11. Red Bull Ring (22 Aug-RT) 
12. Motorland Aragon (5 Sep-AW) 
13. Misano (12 Sep-AW) 

14. Misano (26 Sep-RT) 

15. Mandalika (3 Oct-OB) 
16. Motegi (10 Oct-RA) 

17. Phillip Island (24 Oct-RA) 
18. Buriram (31 Oct-OB) 

19. Sepang (7 Nov-RA) 

20. Barcelona (21 Nov-RT) 
Season review (5 Dec-RA) 


My favourite... 

Track - Luca Filippi (4 Jan-JN) 
Team-mate - Erik Comas 

(11 Jan-JN) 

Car - Garth Tander (18 Jan-PB) 
Track - Christophe Bouchut 

(25 Jan-JN) 

Team-mate - Brian Redman 

(1 Feb-CB) 

Car - Christian Klien (8 Feb-JN) 
Track — Alex Lynn (15 Feb-GW) 
Team-mate - Gianmaria Bruni 

(22 Feb-JN) 

Car - Kelvin Burt (29 Feb-JN) 
Track - Bertrand Gachot (7 Mar-JN) 
Team-mate - Ivan Capelli 

(14 Mar-JN) 

Car - Anthony Davidson (21 Mar-KT) 
Track - Franck Montagny (28 Mar-JN) 
Team-mate - Stefan Johansson 

(4 Apr-CB) 

Car - Johnny Herbert (11 Apr-KT) 
Team-mate - Marc Surer (18 Apr-JN) 
Car - Gordon Shedden (25 Apr-KT) 
Team-mate - Adrian Fernandez 

2 May-JN) 

Car - Jordan King (9 May-SM) 
Team-mate - Emanuele Pirro 

16 May-JN) 

Car - Al Unser Jr (23 May-JN) 
Team-mate - David Brabham 

30 May-SW) 

Car - Jackie Oliver (6 Jun-KT) 
Team-mate - Emerson Fittipaldi 

13 Jun-SM) 

Car - Benoit Treluyer (20 Jun-JN) 
Team-mate — Alex Tagliani 

27 Jun-JN) 

Car - Marc Lieb (4 Jul-JN) 
Team-mate - Bjorn Wirdheim 


11 Jul-JN) 

Car - Laurent Aiello (18 Jul-KT) 
Team-mate — Robert Wickens 

25 Jul-SM) 

Car — Patrick Watts (1 Aug-KT) 
Team-mate - Charlie Kimball 

8 Aug-JB) 

Car — Heikki Kovalainen (15 Aug-TH) 
Team-mate - John Cleland 

22 Aug-KT) 

Car - Pedro de la Rosa (29 Aug-OK) 
Team-mate — Sam Tordoff (5 Sep-SL) 
Car - Alex Caffi (12 Sep-JN) 
Team-mate — James Courtney 

(19 Sep-PB) 

Car - Ralph Firman (26 Sep-JN) 
Team-mate - Jorg Muller (3 Oct-JN) 
Car - Marco Werner (10 Oct-JN) 
Team-mate — Jonny Kane (17 Oct-JN) 
Car - Armin Schwarz (24 Oct-JN) 
Team-mate — Raul Boesel (31 Oct-JN) 
Car - Jan Lammers (7 Nov-GW) 
Team-mate - Robert Doornbos 

(14 Nov-JN) 

Car - Oliver Turvey (21 Nov-SM) 

Car — Ryan Hunter-Reay (28 Nov-JN) 
Team-mate - Alex Premat (5 Dec-JN) 
Car - Rory Butcher (12 Dec-JN) 


National focus 

2023 club champions (4 Jan-SM/SL) 
Autosport’s driver rankings 

(11 Jan-SL/MS) 

Carl Boardley’s TCR UK success 

(18 Jan-MPA) 

Rating 2023’s new championships/ 
what’s new for 2024 (25 Jan-SL/MP) 
Porsche’s next rising star (1 Feb-SL) 
Four decades of northern soul 

(8 Feb-SL) 

Team Sellars Racing (22 Feb-SM) 
MSV’s festival success (29 Mar-SL) 
Dragon Sport scholarship (7 Mar-SM) 
Motorsport UK Academy (7 Mar-SL) 
What we’re looking forward to 

(14 Mar-SM/SL/MP/KT) 

Ginetta scholarship (21 Mar-TJ) 
Helping underfunded drivers 

(21 Mar-SL) 

British GT preview (28 Mar-JN) 

GB3 preview (28 Mar-SW) 

Castle Combe 500 (28 Mar-MP) 
VSCC’s 90th anniversary (11 Apr-SL) 
Star Club Car: V8 Capri (18 Apr-MPA) 
TOCA supports preview (25 Apr-SL) 
Nova Motorsport (9 May-SL) 

Star Club Car: Transpeed Firenza 
(16 May-SL) 

Sim honours to real-life success 

(6 Jun-SL) 

Short-lived super series (6 Jun-MP) 
Star Club Car: GN Spider (4 Jul-PL) 
National Motorsport Week 

(11 Jul-SL) 

Shelsley Walsh Classic Nostalgia 
(25 Jul-PL) 

Eden Race Drive’s Porsche success 
(1 Aug-SL) 

Star Club Car: Mini Van (15 Aug-SL) 
TOCA Junior championship 
launch (22 Aug-SL) 

Cedric Bloch: getting back on track 
(5 Sep-MPA) 

Autosport driver rankings update 
(19 Sep-MS/SL) 

Caterham Graduates Racing Club’s 
Friends and Family race (19 Sep-SL) 
Mechanic’s gruelling life (26 Sep-MH) 
10 greatest Formula Ford winners 
(17 Oct-SHI) 

TOCA supports review (24 Oct-SL) 
British GT review (31 Oct-EH) 

GB3 review (31 Oct-SW) 

Race of Remembrance (7 Nov-SM) 
F3000’s historic return? (14 Nov-JN) 
Silverstone quadruple (21 Nov-DS) 
Star Club Car: Aston V8 (21 Nov-MPA) 
Edmundson’s Civic duty (28 Nov-SL) 
2024 state of club racing (5 Dec-SL) 


Top 10 BTCC support stars 
(12 Dec-SL) 


Obituaries 

Gil de Ferran (4 Jan) 

Cale Yarborough (4 Jan) 
Rene Metge (11 Jan) 
Herbert Linge (11 Jan) 
Gordon Bruce (11 Jan) 
Geoff Wyatt (11 Jan) 
Alberto Colombo (18 Jan) 
Malcolm Wishart (25 Jan) 
Nigel Edwards (25 Jan) 
Gerrit van Kouwen (1 Feb) 
Jan de Rooy (8 Feb) 

Don Shead (15 Feb) 

Tony Sugden (22 Feb) 
Wilson Fittipaldi (29 Feb) 
Joel Pearson (29 Feb) 
Hugh Chamberlain (7 Mar) 
Kenjiro Shinozuka (21 Mar) 
Mike Cotton (11 Apr) 

Ted Toleman (18 Apr) 
Alan Minshaw (25 Apr) 
Wally Dallenbach (16 May) 
Neville Hay (16 May) 

Buzz Buzaglo (30 May) 
Parnelli Jones (13 Jun) 
Ricky Chiba (20 Jun) 
David Bain (20 Jun) 

Peter Mann (11 Jul) 

Keith Norris (18 Jul) 

Jim Timms (18 Jul) 

Colin Bennett (25 Jul) 
Peter Procter (29 Aug) 
Alan Rees (12 Sep) 
Geoffrey Sizzey (19 Sep) 
Rupert Keegan (3 Oct) 
Rocky Moran Sr (10 Oct) 
Bob Riley (31 Oct) 

Bobby Allison (14 Nov) 
Malcolm Gartlan (28 Nov) 
Andrew Schryver (28 Nov) 
David Gurney Brown (12 Dec) 


Pit+Paddock 

Sauber cautious on Audi 2026 
prospects (11 Jan) 

Steiner speaks out (18 Jan) 
Cadillac’s Daytona pole (25 Jan) 
Leclerc, Norris extend deals (1 Feb) 
Fl rejects Andretti name (8 Feb) 
What’s happening in F1 driver 
market (15 Feb) 

Red Bull under pressure (22 Feb) 
WEC contenders hit track (29 Feb) 
Red Bull crisis looming? (7 Mar) 
Bearman stars on surprise 

F1 call-up (14 Mar) 

Driver market abuzz (21 Mar) 
Peugeot unveils winged LMH 
contender (28 Mar) 

F1 owner Liberty takes control 
of MotoGP (4 Apr) 

Red Bull irritation over Audi 
influence (11 Apr) 

New Aston Martin contract 

for Alonso (18 Apr) 

Red Bull: Sainz’s Audi offer (25 Apr) 
Doubts swirl over Newey (2 May) 
Red Bull bids to stop post-Newey 
exodus (9 May) 

Wolff denies Antonelli Williams 
plan (16 May) 

Penske sweeps front row for 
Indy 500 (23 May) 

Sainz moves into frame at Williams 
(30 May) 

Ocon on the market (6 Jun) 

Le Mans is ‘Porsche’s to lose’ 

(13 Jun) 

FIA lowers F1 licence age to 17 
(20 Jun) 

Briatore back as Sainz moves 
into frame (27 Jun) 

Hyundai gears up for WEC (4 Jul) 
Perez future uncertain again (11 Jul) 
Seven-way FE decider (18 Jul) 
Aston Hypercar on track (25 Jul) 


Sainz to Williams, Perez still at 
Red Bull (1 Aug) 

Red Bull man Wheatley to lead 
Audi (8 Aug) 

Appeal dismissed in Horner 
investigation (15 Aug) 

Young Driver Award final 10 
selected (22 Aug) 

Haas pays Uralkali (29 Aug) 
Antonelli to make F1 jump (5 Sep) 
Newey’s Aston challenge (12 Sep) 
Hyundai enters Hypercar with 
Genesis (19 Sep) 

Verstappen quit threat (26 Sep) 
Lawson replaces Ricciardo (3 Oct) 
Fl cans rookie sprint plan (10 Oct) 
Haas’s Toyota tie-up (17 Oct) 

F1 scraps fastest lap point (24 Oct) 
F1 driving guidelines set for 
revamp (31 Oct) 

Bortoleto set to take Sauber seat 
for 2025 (7 Nov) 

Audi F1 linked to Qatar buy-in 

(14 Nov) 

FIA ousts Wittich as F1 race 
director (21 Nov) 

Mercedes joins WEC as Lambo 
pulls out (28 Nov) 

Doohan to make early GP debut 
at Alpine (5 Dec) 

Doubts still swirl over Perez (12 Dec) 


Reports - miscellaneous 
Dakar Rally (25 Jan-RT) 
Daytona 24 Hours (1 Feb-GW) 
Daytona 500 (22 Feb-CB) 
Bathurst 12 Hour (22 Feb-PB) 
Sebring 12 Hours (21 Mar-JB) 
Goodwood Members’ Meeting 
(18 Apr-MP) 

Nurburgring 24 Hours (6 Jun-HS) 
Spa 24 Hours (4 Jul-Gw) 
Goodwood Festival of Speed 
(18 Jul-SH/TH/BH) 

Silverstone Festival (29 Aug-DS) 
Rali Ceredigion (5 Sep-TH) 
Goodwood Revival (12 Sep-MP) 
Bathurst 1000 (17 Oct-PB) 

Petit Le Mans (17 Oct-JS) 
Motorsport Games (31 Oct-TJ) 
Macau GP (21 Nov-SL) 


Special features 

Prema at 40 (4 Jan-MW) 

What we’re looking forward to 

in 2024 (18 Jan-JBL/AK/JN/CB/ 
SH/LD/MS/JB) 

Daytona 24 preview (25 Jan-GW/CB) 
The ‘fastest woman in the world’? 
(8 Feb-BL) 

Roger Albert Clark Rally (15 Feb-TH) 
NASCAR preview (15 Feb-CB/JU/ND) 
Amanda McLaren’s family legacy 
(14 Mar-SHI) 

Sakon Yamamoto interview 

(4 Apr-AC) 

Derek Warwick’s greatest races 
(11 Apr-KT) 

Goodwood Members’ Meeting 
preview (11 Apr-PL) 

10 years of F4 (2 May-MS) 

When Indycars (briefly) ruled 
Silverstone (9 May-KT) 

An F1 racer’s view of the Indy 500 
(6 Jun-KC) 

BMW’s secret path to Le Mans 
success (13 Jun-GW) 

Prodrive at 40 (20 Jun-JA) 
Hyundai’s Nordschleife 

‘rally stage’ (20 Jun-TH) 

Spa 24 Hours at 100 (27 Jun-GW) 
Super Touring special 

(27 Jun-TH/MS/KT) 

John Watson’s top 10 

greatest races (11 Jul-MS) 
Goodwood Festival of Speed 
preview (11 Jul-MP) 

Newey’s RB17 (18 Jul-AK) 

Ben Barnicoat profile (25 Jul-Ms) 


INDEX 


Looking back at the FIA Institute 
(15 Aug-GW) 

Senna special (22 Aug-KT/AK/MS/GW) 
Silverstone Festival preview 

(22 Aug-MP) 

Rali Ceredigion preview 

(29 Aug-TH) 

Goodwood Revival preview 

(5 Sep-MP/KT) 

Future of historic racing (5 Sep-PL) 
James Courtney’s farewell 

(12 Sep-PB) 

Argentina’s forgotten hero 

(12 Sep-TW) 

When McLaren conquered F1 
and Indy (3 Oct-KT/JB/TH/AK) 
Kristensen and Brown at Estoril 
Classics (17 Oct-GW) 

Meet Team UK (17 Oct) 
Motorsport Games preview 

(24 Oct-TJ) 

Best job in the world? (14 Nov-GW) 
ERA at 90 (14 Nov-PL) 

Macau preview (14 Nov-SL/JN) 
Maserati 250F at 70 (21 Nov-KT) 
Westbrook’s farewell 

(28 Nov-GW) 

Christmas gift guide (5 Dec) 


Supplements 
Engineering (11 Jan) 
Engineering (14 Mar) 

Le Mans preview (6 Jun) 
Engineering (18 Jul) 
Engineering (17 Oct) 


Top 5 

Team Hard BTCC drivers (4 Jan-MS) 
Hamilton replacements (15 Feb-MK) 
Non-championship F1 races to 
revive (21 Mar-KT) 

Lola racing achievements (11 Apr) 
Lancia rally cars (30 May-TH) 
Larrousse drivers (15 Aug-JN) 

WRC events we want to see (22 Aug) 


WEC 

Button’s new challenge (8 Feb-GW) 
llott in the spotlight (3 Feb-JN) 
Season preview (29 Feb-GW) 

1. Losail (7 Mar-GW) 

2. Imola (25 Apr-GW/JN) 

3. Spa (4 May-GW/JN) 

4. Le Mans (20 Jun-GW) 

5. Interlagos (18 Jul-GW) 

6. Austin (5 Sep-GW) 

7. Fuji (19 Sep-GW) 

8. Bahrain (7 Nov-GW) 

Season review (21 Nov-GW) 
Hyundai’s WEC attack (12 Dec-GW) 
Derani’s roll of the dice (12 Dec-GW) 


What could have been 
Tomas Enge (14 Mar-JN) 
Franck Montagny (18 Apr-JN) 
Jenson Button (31 Oct-JN) 
Ray Mallock (14 Nov-MS) 


WRC 

2023 season review (4 Jan-TH) 
2024 season preview (25 Jan-TH) 
1. Monte Carlo (1 Feb-TH) 

2. Rally Sweden (22 Feb-TH) 
Pernilla Solberg’s role (21 Mar-TH) 
3. Safari (4 Apr-TH) 

4. Croatia (25 Apr-TH) 

5. Portugal (16 May-TH) 

6. Sardinia (6 Jun-TH) 

7. Poland (4 Jul-TH) 

8. Latvia (25 Jul-TH) 

9. Finland (8 Aug-TH) 

Lancia Stratos at 50 (8 Aug-TH) 
10. Acropolis (12 Sep-TH) 

11. Chile (3 Oct-TH) 

Next female rally star (10 Oct-TH) 
12. Central Europe (24 Oct-TH) 
13. Japan (28 Nov-TH) 

How to build a rally car (28 Nov-TH) 
2024 season review (12 Dec-TH) 
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A THRILLING NEW ILLUS 
ag OF F1 WORLD CHAMPS >; 


ve Ves Soeee by Kevin Eason eee 
(timesbookshop.co.uk, RRP £30, 5 
offer price £24) covers the past 

eight decades of Formula 1, 

including the most iconic races, 

epic rivalries, engineering oe ty L/S 
innovations and mind-bendin — = ee, # 
statistics. ? ors S aes 
The perfect Christmas gift for 

any F1 fan, this beautifully 

designed book will make you 

feel as if you were there in the 

moment watching F1’s greatest —s 

legends unfold on the track. —— 


‘A MUST-READ FOR AN’ > ee 


7 ZAK BROWN, CEO, MCLAREN RACING 
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THE HOME OF 


Motorsport, Automotive § Motorcycle 


framed canvas wall art from great 
artists around the world including 
Mike Harbar and Stephen Mars 
Wwe can also print Your own Lmage 
as a framed canvas 


Superb LWages printed ow high 
quality media, framed and delivered 
Arectly to your door 


Contact us for more information at: 


BALWA MAGI EUVIPMeEl ii 


for our complete equipment range please visit 


bredaracing.com 


Or CONnctect us at infoobredaracing.com 


WEB DIRECTORY 


RACE RADIO 


Professional Team Radio 
System For All Budgets 


[Ne 
WWW.autotel.co.uk 26yearsinMotorsport 0044 (0)1508528837 


MEMORABILIA 


More than 3,150 magazines - 1960 to 2022 inclusive. 
Fantastic reference library for historian, author or journalist. 
Collection located in Melbourne, Australia. 
$AUD 1 per magazine, plus packing and shipping. 

Call Chris on +61 471 370 224 or 

email chris@caterhamcars.com.au 


MEMORABILIA 


EXTENSIVE (VERY) COLLECTION OF MOTORSPORT MAGAZINES 


¢ Motor Sport every month's edition from September 1959 to present. 
e Autosport every week's edition from September 1959 to 2015 then 
some weeks missing. 
e Numerous editions of Motor Racing and F1 magazines including 
some Australian Motor Sport Magazines from the early sixties 
e Stored in 13 Wooden Tea Chests, Collection from Derbyshire. 
Reluctant Sale £2500 O.N.O. - email brian.stone@sky.com 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


[——) 


www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com 


RACE PARTS 


Cam PartEOx 


Performance and Tuning Parts 


Leading performance brands online 


RACE PARTS 


Passionate About Motorsport 


(ic) jcMeces callu 


www.jjcraceandrally.com 
CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 


94 AUTOSPORT.COM 19 December 2024 


INSURANCE 


RACE PREPARATION 


OMe / YBRACING 


WWW.YBRACING.COM 


Gearboxman.com 
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES 


Gearboxes & Axles for Road, Race, Rally and more 


Telephone: 01582 840008 Fax: 01582 840007 


[ae SYSTEMS SUMP 
fu CE, YSTEMS 


ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


ors RVCO. oe 


RV SALES AND SERVICE 


RACE PARTS 


Starting solutions for the 
3, professional motorsport industry 


Designed and developed for WEC, WRC, WRX, GP2, F1, F2, F3, 
Indycar, NASCAR, Rally 1 & 2, Race and Historic Motorsport 


1.+44(0)345 557 7408 


E-mail via our websites contact form. 


Laura Crawte 


T: (0)1233 228754 


E: laura@tandemmedia.co.uk 


@ UPLOAD YOUR CV 


‘@ se1108 Aerts 


(©) srrvv For sos 


SCAN HERE 


search over 1,000 open vacancies 


Search the best Formula One jobs OF HO, 
Upload.your CV and let recruiters find you th pe 

o “es, 3 
Apply for jobs with jusivone.click (s) ee 


motorsport 


motorsportjobs.com aera 


MOTORSPORT JOBS 


MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS 


motorsport 
JOBS 


JUNIOR SALES ASSOCIATE—NASCAR 
1440 Sports 


1440SPORTS 


Core Responsibilities: 

¢ Proactively using outbound cold calling (75-100 x Daily Calls) to 
introduce various sponsorship opportunities 

¢ Be prepared to travel to the US to host prospective clients when 
appropriate / relevant 

* Taking a strategic approach to nurturing and developing new 
business pipeline 

¢ Use Salesforce to ensure all new prospects and opportunities 
are uploaded correctly with full details 

* Generate lead lists of appropriate businesses to approach 

¢ Achieve all monthly and annual targets as assigned 

* Maintain complete knowledge of property offerings to maximise 
opportunities and benefit to client's needs 

* Develop and maintain a broader industry and general economic 
knowledge 

¢ Record relevant information resulting from calls made to 
prospects/customers by updating system tools/databases and 
managing sales pipeline 


Key Abilities/Skills/Knowledge: 

¢ Exceptional communication and interpersonal skills both 
internally and externally 

¢ Attention to detail and an ability to think critically are crucial 

¢ Uses initiative to thrive under pressure and adept at meeting 
challenging targets 

* Able to organise and schedule activities and effectively manage 
time 

° Strong interpersonal skills 

° The ability and desire to sell but with client needs and goals at 
forefront 

° A high degree of self-motivation and ambition 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


GRADUATE AERODYNAMICIST 
Aston Martin F1 Team 
Responsibilities: 
* You will help improve the aerodynamic performance of our 
current and future race cars by: 
° Working effectively as part of ateam 
° Analysing and understanding the results of wind tunnel (WT) and 
computational fluid dynamics (CFD) tests 


* Efficiently creating and iterating new geometric solutions to 
aerodynamic problems using computer aided design (CAD) 


¢ Working shifts in the wind tunnel as part of the team responsible 
for ensuring a successful test 


* Proactively learning, expanding your aerodynamic understanding 
and improving your skills, always seeking the next challenge 
Key skills and experience: 


¢ Expecting to start in this position in Summer 2025, our 
successful candidate will have: 


° An excellent engineering degree with a specialisation in 
aerodynamics or equivalent 


¢ A thorough understanding of aerodynamics and the ability to 
apply that knowledge 


¢ A strong work ethic and the ability to remain calm under 
pressure 


° A keen eye for detail and a high standard of quality 


* To bea strong and engaged team player, able to operate 
independently and exercise sound judgement as part of an 
overall plan at times, and with regular interactions with your 
teammates at others 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


motorsport 
JOBS 


COMPOSITE LAMINATE ENGINEER 
Alpine Fl Team 

The Role 

Working within the Composite Design group. Reporting to the 

Composite Laminate Group Leader, the successful candidate will 

work on a variety of Fl carbon composite car components. You 

must be comfortable in challenging yourself and other with 

respect and passion to drive out projects forward whilst striving 

to achieve the best result possible. You will exhibit an in-depth 

understanding of composite manufacturing processes along with 

a strong attention to detail. 

You will also be responsible for: 

¢ Working closely with Composite Designers & Structural 
Engineers to produce laminate designs to the highest levels of 
performance, efficiency, and reliability. 

* Supporting components throughout the product life cycle and 
supporting the team reliability function 

* Close collaboration with internal manufacturing department to 
ensure fully integrated designs achieving the optimal car 
performance. 

* Generating laminate detail in 3dx/CPD 

The Person 

¢ We are looking for an individual who has extensive experience of 
working in Composite Engineering or Composite Manufacturing 
role in motorsport, preferably in an F1 team. Excellent 
communication skills and a keen eye for detail are a must, 
alongside the ability to work under pressure. 

They must also possess the following: 

° High level of Composite manufacturing experience with good 
understanding of materials & manufacturing techniques 

° Having multiples year of experience in Fl or another top-level 
motorsport category would be an advantage. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
qt Pp @ BOSCH 


MOTORSPORT CUSTOMER ACCOUNTS ENGINEERING MANAGER 
Bosch 

Job Description 

¢ Full responsibility for 3 large North American motorsport 
customer accounts 

* Leadership of a team of application and software development 
engineers across two locations (Farmington Hills, MI + 
Mooresville, NC) 

* Development and management of relationships with current and 
future customers 

* Continuous improvement of application and software 
development processes to guarantee the highest quality 
standards expected of Bosch within the rapid timeline that 
motorsport customers expect 

° Further enhancement of product management (market 
requirements, pricing, promotion and placement, lifecycle 
management) and customer service strategies through 
intensifying the cooperation with our headquarters in Germany 


Qualifications (Minimum Requirements) 

* Bachelor of Science degree in engineering 

¢ Minimum 3 years of experience in professional motorsport 

¢ Minimum 3 years of experience leading a team and developing 
direct reports 

¢ Minimum 3 years of experience in leadership position within an 
engineering environment including experience with working directly 
with customers within the complete customer journey cycle 

* Minimum 3 years of experience in customer facing automotive 
specific calibration and/or application software development 

¢ Minimum 2 years of project management experience - 
specifically demonstrate knowledge of project management 
principles and the ability to apply these principles, tools and 
techniques to plan, manage and execute projects to successful 
completion 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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~ Envision 
motorsport 
JOBS 


TYRE SIMULATION ENGINEER - ENG17 
Envision Racing 

* This role will have responsibility to contribute to the on-track 
success of our race cars working within both the Tyre and 
Simulation groups. 

° Participate in simulator sessions, track tests, and be based at 
the Remote Operations Room during race events. 

* Lead offline simulations, and analysis tool and model 
development using Matlab/Python/VBA/etc. 

Key skillset requirements: 

° A highly detail orientated but adaptable candidate, experienced 
with accurately analysing data. 

* Excellent and demonstrable engineering ability with desirably 2 
years relevant experience in vehicle simulation or performance 
engineering at a high level of motorsport. 

° In depth knowledge of vehicle dynamics and tyre dynamics. 

* Tyre modelling experience. 

° Proficient with modern data analysis tools, ideally WINTAX and 
ATLAS. 

° Perfect planning, communication and organisational skills. 

° Excellent inter-personal and reporting skills to clearly circulate 
engineering information. 

Desired skills: 

* A proven ability to work to tight deadlines in a group or alone 
and remain calm under pressure. 

° Willingness to work in a fast-pace, dynamic and multicultural 
environment. 

° Self-motivation with a will to contribute to the end goal. 

° A strong degree result in a relevant subject, Mechanical, 
Electrical, Electronic or Automotive Engineering, Physics, or 
Mathematics. 

* A flexible approach to working hours and availability to work on 
weekends is essential. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


ORACLE 
motorsport _ RedBull am 
JOBS ., 


LEAD TEST ENGINEER 
Red Bull Racing 


Key Responsibilities of the Lead Engineer: 

* Managing and completion of the testing and maintenance of a 
RB17 test car through the test and validation phase. 

° Single point of contact for the operation of the car to both 
internal and external requests. 

¢ Responsible for regular reporting of car performance, schedule 
and issues. 

¢ Working with the No.1 Mechanic to ensure the safe operation of 
the test team and test car. 

* Scheduling and completion of car maintenance according to the 
maintenance schedule and the upcoming test schedule. 

* Defining test venues, facilities, resource, parts and team travel 
required to achieve the test and validation schedule. 

¢ Scheduling of car updates according to latest engineering 
releases, parts availability and upcoming test plans. 

* Ensuring data and results from car testing are recorded and 
shared to meet engineering and performance deadlines. 

° Ensuring car issues are recorded and shared robustly to ensure 
car safety and test time are protected. 

* Responsible for the Health and Safety of the test team, both 
planning pre-event and compliance during event. 


* Lead the test team to meet deadlines, including overtime if needed. 


Vehicle Locations: 

* Conduct overseas testing in southern Europe (Spain, France, 
Italy) due to climate and venue-specific needs. 

¢ Perform UK testing and maintenance near Milton Keynes. 

° Typical test schedule: Mon-Fri, with occasional weekend work 
and multi-week travel abroad. 

° Willingness to work overtime and weekends. 

* Passport and ability to travel freely in Europe. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS 
motorsport 


JOBS 


SALES/PROJECT ENGINEER - MOTORSPORT 
PWR Performance 

The Opportunity 

As our new Project Engineer, you will be responsible for developing 

technical solutions with customers through close collaboration 

with engineering and design teams to leverage PWR's service 

capabilities and commercialise opportunities to deliver value to 

the customer and PWR. This role requires ownership of projects 

won to deliver customer service from order placement to delivery 

of the project and ongoing support as required. 

* Customer correspondence - discussing with customers technical 
and commercial issues for new and on-going projects 

* Collaborating with the design, engineering and other groups to 
develop project solutions 

* Develop project timing and detailed quotations 

¢ Release and co-ordination of projects for manufacture 

* Ensuring customer requirements, quality and project timing is 
being met with projects progressing through manufacture 

¢ Working closely with procurement and suppliers to source unique 
project materials or services 

* Product development and improving engineering processes 

* Leverage product knowledge and technical understanding to 
assist with new sales opportunities 

° Failure analysis and review of existing products to develop 
improvements where possible 

Your Skills and Experience 

* Mechanical Engineering qualifications and experience 

¢ Proven manufacturing experience 

° Experience managing design processes and competent use of 
CAD for project review. 

° Excellent technical customer service skills with strong 
commercial acumen. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


FORMULA 1 DRIVELINE FORMULATOR 
Valvoline Global 

What you'll be doing... 

* Creates new racing driveline fluid formulations from basic 
components without the use of commercial additive packages, 
to constantly increase vehicle performance and durability for F1, 
NASCAR, and other types of professional racing 

¢ Acquires, directs testing, and deploys various finished goods from 
external suppliers, such as brake fluid, shock oil, ultrasonic cleaners, 
and hydrophobic coatings, and collaborates with suppliers 

* Lead research initiatives to design cutting-edge fluids using the 
latest technology, oversees laboratory-based testing, often 
being first to deploy new and/or novel technology in the 
automotive field 

* Directs research and leads studies to develop innovative 
driveline fluid solutions that enhance vehicle performance, 
durability, and efficiency in high-stress racing environments 

¢ Establishes and grows a strong external network of technical 
collaborators in the racing industry, academia, government 
laboratories, and suppliers. 

* Define trade secrets patentable inventions, and seek patent 
protection when applicable 

¢ Provides technical support to race teams, component suppliers, 
sanctioning bodies, etc. as required 


What you'll bring... 

¢ Minimum B.S. in Chemistry or Chemical Engineering, Advanced 
Degree preferred 

* Direct experience in F1 racing fluids and formulation experience 
required 

° Strong technical background in engineering fundamentals 
including lubrication, thermodynamics, heat transfer, and fluid 
mechanics is required. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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MOTORSPORT INSURANCE 


KEEPING YOU ON TRACK 
SINCE 20/1... 


PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE SOLUTION 
FOR ALL YOUR MOTORSPORT INSURANCE NEEDS. 


Log on now for a quote, or contact us on - 


www.ryanmi.com 
Call us: 01799524202 | Email us: info@ryanmi.com 


Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
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This year’s national MSV loses court Civic Cup ace to join 
racing champions case over bike crash Mini Challenge pack 


® 


THE COMPLETE 
FUEL AND EXHAUST 
SYSTEM CLEANER. 


www.cataclean.com 


REDUCES EMISSIONS 
RESTORES PERFORMANCE 
IMPROVES FUEL ECONOMY 


Results may vary subject to vehicle/fuel type, 
driving style/cycle and climate conditions. 


HOW DOES 
IT WORK? 


Scan the QR code and watch 
the Cataclean CGI video! 
or go to www.cataclean.com 


Ei] @ cataclean c/ @catacleanuk 


8 in @catacleanglobal 
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Crash happened at 
Palmer corner during 


atest session in 2018 | 


MSV loses High Court case versus Byrne 


MSV struck the barrier first and forced his head these could eventually be in the millions 
towards his chest as his body followed”. as Byrne “seeks compensation for those 
MotorSport Vision has lost a High Court case Focus during the hearing centred on the injuries and the consequential economic 
againstformer British Superbike riderShane useofaTypeD barrieratthe left-hand losses which have flowed from them”. 
Byrne that could cost the circuit operator Palmer bend that “consists of adjacent MSV chief executive Jonathan Palmer 
millions of pounds. towers of tyres, bolted together, with said: “We are naturally very disappointed 
Byrne, asix-time BSBchampion, suffered § aconveyor belt aroundthem and are often with the judge’s decision. I remain very 
acareer-ending crash during an official test part of acircuit’s permanentinstallations” proud of MSV’s (and BSB’s) reputations 
day at Snetterton in 2018 after crashing at rather than Type A, “sometimesalsoreferred forthe quality of our venues and the 
Palmer and colliding withatyrebarrierthat | toas Removable Protective Devices”. highest standard of our circuit operations 
left the then-41-year-old with a fracture to In his verdict, Blair said: “I have reached including a constant focus on maintaining 
the top of his sternum, several fractures the view that ifthe claimant’s impact had and improving safety for all involved 
of his cervical and thoracic vertebrae and been into type ‘A APD materialhewouldnot in motorsport. 
numerous fractured ribs, as well as have sustained any of the serious injuries he “Iam entirely comfortable that those 
serious internal soft tissue injuries. did sustain.” He added: “Iam satisfied that participating in bike racing at our circuits 
Judge Peter BlairKCheardhowon17May __ theincident was not caused byrider error.” will continue to enjoy an environment that is 
2018, Byrne lost control of his Paul Bird While the court's verdict, given at the end as safe as possible to undertake an activity 
Motorsport Ducatihavingacceleratedup“to oflastmonth, wasonlytoaddressmattersof that holds, of course, inherent risk.” 
about 120mph” before “his helmeted head liability and no damages issued at present, STEFAN MACKLEY 


Closer collaboration — PT res wtnepne 


across rallycross in 2025 


for BRX and BTRDA 


RALLYCROSS August, while organisers will 
also operate the Motorsport 

The British Rallycross UK Junior Rallycross 
Championship and BTRDA Championship, Swift Sport 
Clubmans Rallycross Rallycross, Cross Car and 
categories will have acloser RX150 Rallycross contests, 
partnership for the 2025 and Retro Rallycross. 
season that will create amore Building on the success of 2025 and be increased to Rallycross Championship 
streamlined structure. the 2WD Superprix held at include a double-header for and Supernational Rallycross 

The BRX will be headlined Lydden Hill this year, where all categories at Pembrey. Championship (dubbed Super 
bythe Supercarcategoryand BRX(2WD)andthe BTRDA The BTRDAwillcontinueto Modifiedin BTRDA)inan 
will consist of seven rounds series ran on the same day, runallofits existing divisions, effortto boost gridsin 
including aTBC eventin that concept will return in as well asthe BMW Mini both classes. 
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Civic champion 
Edmundson to 
move to Minis 


MINI CHALLENGE 


Two-time Civic Cup champion Max 
Edmundson will progress into the top 

JCW class of the Mini Challenge next year, 
joining series newcomer Pro Alloys Racing 
for its maiden Mini attack. 

Edmundson has impressed over the past 
two seasons to net the Honda title against 
acompetitive field that this year included 
TCR stars Josh Files and Lewis Kent. He had 
also been weighing up a move toTCR UK for 
2025, but opted for the Minis because of the 
large trackside crowds and live terrestrial 
television coverage that being onthe 
British Touring Car package brings. 

Edmundson, whose initial shakedown 
of his JCW machine came onatrackday 
at Oulton Park, will be driving alongside 
team regular Owen Hillman at Pro Alloys, 
which has enjoyed success in Civics, 

Fiesta Junior and TCR UK. 

“TthinkI should be up there - there’s no 

reason why we can't be,’ said Edmundson, 


who is hopeful of attracting further sponsors 
to ensure he can complete the season. “I 
believe in myselfand I believe inthe team 
and what they can bring to the table. 

“The first year is tricky. The aim is to get 
some good results at the start of the season 
and someone will hopefully see my potential. 
We tested the car a few weeks ago and it’s 
good fun. The power is about the same as 
the Civic but they've gota bit more grip.” 

Another new Minientrant is Max Tune 
Motorsport, which will be running 


Edmundson (left) and Hillman 
will drive for Pro Alloys 


a Cooper in partnership with frontrunning 
squad Excelr8 in the Mini Challenge Trophy. 
Max Tune director Simon Sweetland will 
make his racing debutin the category. 

“This is the realisation of a 35-year-old 
dream for me as someone who used to watch 
the likes of John Cleland and Gabriele 
Tarquini racing in the BTCC in the 1990s 
and always wanted to give ita go,” he said. 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 


© P110 Top 10 cLuB DRIVERS 


Seven-event Challenge Cup introduced for F4 


Separate points and prizes 
will be given to new class 


ANGELO R. DRIVE 
I'M $0 LOOKING FORWARD TO 
CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS... 
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OH ANGELO, IT’S NEARLY 
OVER, (1S TEN TO MIDNIGHT | 


BRITISH F4 season British F4entryfees said: “British F4 often sees 
for the following year. To drivers who are unable to 
British Formula 4 will be eligible, drivers will compete in a full season. 
introduceaChallengeCup needtocompeteina With the introduction of 
class for 2025, which will maximum of seven pre- the Challenge Cup, we 
help drivers who are selected rounds. The are now able to provide 
unable to commit to the Challenge Cup will have drivers the opportunity to 
full 10-round season. separate standings, while compete towards atrophy, 
The Challenge Cup restrictions willbeplaced — whilestill being able to 


will provide drivers witha 
prize equivalent of £25,000 
that can go towards full- 


+44 (0) 1929 551557 
www.aaoil.co.uk 


on in-season testing. 
F4 championship 
manager Eve Lake-Grange 


accommodate their other 
commitments, all ata 
reduced season budget.” 


WHOOPS, | MUST'VE GOT CARRIED AWAY | 
MERRY CHRISTMAS ANDA HAPPY NEW YEAR READERS | 


_ See ee L 
#4 The 750MC is looking to boost 
s Sport Specials with new class 
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Sport Specials tweaks to open 
series up to Caterhams and G40s 


SPORT SPECIALS 


Regulations for the 750 Motor Club’s Sport 
Specials championship have been tweaked 
for next year in a bid to boost grid 

numbers by opening the category 

up to a greater range of cars. 

Class A has been adjusted to allow 
front-engined 1000cc bike-powered 
machines to take part and encourage 
some of the old RGB cars to enter the fray. 
Meanwhile, anew Class D has been created 
to house Caterham models such as the 270R, 
MxX-5-engined kit cars and Ginetta G40s. 

“They all fitin with the original ethos of 
the championship butthe class structure at 
the momentisn’t kind to them,” explained 


750MC managing director Giles 
Groombridge. “That will hopefully grow 


the pool ofcars and provide a goodhome 
for some of these cars that are out there 
and don’t always havea suitable place to 
race. There’s still all of these RGB cars out 


there somewhere, for example, and! 


don't think they’re going to find their 
way back into Sports 1000.” 

Sequential gearboxes will also be 
allowed among the G40s to enable 
models suchas the GT5 version to 
compete, while it is anticipated that 
anew maximum weight limit will allow 
various Lotus Elises and derivatives 
to also enter Sport Specials. 

STEPHEN LICKORISH 


New Pre-2013 Touring Car category 


CTCRC 


The Classic Touring Car Racing 
Club willadd another category 
to its portfolio next year with the 
creation ofa Pre-2013 Touring 
Car championship. 

The newseries is aimed 
primarily at turbocharged 
Super 2000 and early NGTC- 
specification cars from 
the British Touring Car 
Championship, but will 
cater for all two-litre tin-top 


machinery. The CTCRC 
already runs championships 
for arange of touring cars, 
from Pre-’66 through to 
Pre-’03 and the high-profile 
Super Tourers category that 
headlines Brands Hatch’s 
Super Touring Power. 

“Super Touring Power has 
generated a great deal of 
interest in what you might call 
the more modern touring cars 
of the past,” explained CTCRC 
chairman Stuart Caie. “We've 


hadanumber of people 
approach us wanting to 
race their later Super 2000 
and NGTC cars. 

“Having further explored the 
levels of interest, we feel the 
time is right to create a home 
where these cars can get back 
ontrack where they belong. 
Pre-2013 is the natural next 
step to join our existing series, 
covering the full spectrum 
of classic touring cars.” 

MARK PAULSON 


CUI TO STEP UP 10 GB3 


Mercedes junior Yuanpu Cui will 

race in GB3 next season for Argenti 
with Prema. The 16-year-old Chinese 
driver finished ninth overall in 

British Formula 4 this year, his first 
season of single-seater racing, and 
scored one outright win. “I do believe 
it will be a challenge, but I’m 
determined and hopefully the results 
will come together,” said Cui. Moving 
up to GB4, meanwhile, will be 
Ginetta Junior racer Holly Miall, who 
graduates with Fox Motorsport. 


SHRIMPTON NETS GTA PRIZE 


Sam Shrimpton has been selected as 
the second PalmerSport Ginetta Race 
Scholarship winner and will receive a 
fully funded season in the Ginetta GT 
Academy next year, a prize estimated 
at £100,000. Shrimpton edged out 
George Harris, lan Beaumont and 
James Corpe in the shootout, with 
the event format altered during the 
day, allowing all four to run in the 
race-prepared Ginetta to enable 

the judges to make a decision. 


GRADY HANDED BMW TITLE 


Former Ginetta racer Connor Grady 
has been confirmed as the BMW 
Compact Cup champion following 
post-season eligibility scrutineering. 
Joe Doble, younger brother of British 
Touring Car Championship racer 
Mikey, had provisionally taken the 
crown at the Silverstone finale after 
scoring six wins over the campaign. 
But Doble’s engine was adjudged to 
have non-compliant camshaft timing 
and he was disqualified from all 
races that took place after his 

engine was sealed mid-season, 
handing Grady the title. 


TAYLOR 10 DEFEND CROWN 


New Clio Cup GB champion Nicky 
Taylor will bid for a second crown 
next year. The Graves Motorsport 
driver, who previously raced in Minis, 
took five wins en route to the 
inaugural title. Taylor (below) 

said: “I want to express my thanks to 
everyone who helped and rooted for 
us - my friends, family, supporters 
and all the Graves Motorsport team. 
We will be back in Clio Cup GB 

in 2025 to win again.” 


n 
= 
x 
= 
<= 
=x 
> 
a 
<= 
oO 


19-26 DECEMBER 2024 AUTOSPORT.COM 103 


NATIONAL NEWS 


The oldest-surviving 
example of the Ford 
GT40 Mk1 got a rare 
airing last month when 
current owner Peter 
Teichman gave it an 
outing at Turweston 
Aerodrome. Chassis 
GT40P/1001 was raced by 
Jacky Ickx and Jochen 
Neerpasch at Le Mans in 
1966, before a host of 
other famous faces drove 
it, including Innes 
Ireland. It retains the 
original Essex Wire livery 
from 1966. Photograph 
by Steve Glendinning 


New HSCC chair 
Kestenbaum to 
drive changes 


HISTORI 


Greater customer focus, reduced race 
entry and membership fees, long-term 
commercial partnerships and more 
inclusive management strategies are 
aimed at driving the Historic Sports 
Car Club forward, following its best 
financial performance since 2015. 


MICKWALKER 


Stuart Kestenbaum - a racer since 
1983 and architect of the Classic 
Formula Ford category's renaissance - 
has taken over as HSCC chair following 


Bell Trophy prime mover Frank Lyons, 
Jim Nairn (overseeing 70s and Historic 
Road Sports) and Nick Thompson 
(Guards) will also work with treasurer 


weekend more pleasurable.” 

Recent agreements with Nova 
Motorsport and distributor HP Tyres 
will ensure product stability over four 


Robert Barter and CEO Andy Dee- 
Crowne to deliver wholesale changes. 

“In 2025 you will see a much- 
improved HSCC with sharper pricing, 
putting members at the front of paddock hub for competitors will 
everything we do,” said Kestenbaum. “I _‘ feature centrally at race events. 
am committed to making each race MARCUS PYE 


years and sponsorship enabling the 
club to offer better value. A return to 
Race Retro will increase pre-season 
visibility, while the Nova/HPT red bus 


Kevin Kivlochan’s illness-enforced 
retirement. His manifesto for change 
is crucial as the club rebuilds towards 
its 60th anniversary in 2026. 

Former chair Chris Sharples, who 
has worked to increase Historic FF1600 
grids, has rejoined the board. Derek 


VN 


MOTORSPORT INSURANCE 


Rally On Event Cover 
‘9 xk0 — 


Comprehensive Cover For Your Rally Car Whilst On Stages 


| Call us: 01799 524202 | Email us: info@ryanmi.com 


Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited who are authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. Its Financial Services Register number is 312026 
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Not in the festive spirit 


There are no real winners from the current arguments about where 
TCR cars should and shouldn’t be allowed to race in the UK 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


hristmas is supposed to bea time of goodwilland 
cheer. But there is precious little of that festive 
C spirit in certain quarters of the national racing 
community at present following the launch of 
two new UK series set to feature TCR cars and the 
subsequent response from TCR creator and rights holder WSC. 

This increasingly bitter (andincreasingly far-reaching) 
situation stems from the creation of the new Ultimate Racing 
Championship from Club Time Attack and the Pro Sports Sprint 
Series from the British Racing & Sports Car Club. Both bodies 
have used images of TCRcars as examples of eligible vehicles 
as they promote their newseries. WSC has not been amused. 

As detailed in Autosport (5 December), itissued a warning to 
series operators and owners of TCR cars in the UK, threatening 
legal action for any unauthorised use of IP and advising that any 
machines competing in unofficial championships would lose 
their TCR homologation. It was a brutal response that served 

as areminder of who calls the shots. 

Essentially, WSC was acting in the interests of its TCR UK 
championship, which is moving to British Automobile Racing 
Club administration next year after a tough 2024 in which it 
averaged a modest 14 starters. WSC wants TCR UK to be the home 
for these cars in Britain, but whether its actions will have the 
desired effect of making people think twice before joining a rival 


“For all the discussion 
about TCR cars, the central 
issue here is far broader” 


series is not clear. “The majority of people that have come to us 
and discussed what we're doing don’t seem to appreciate people 
telling them what they can and can’t do with their car but that’s 
only an observation,” notes CTA chief Andy Barnes. “While we’re 
keeping our eye on developments, it’s none of our business really.” 
But the rumbling is having wider consequences. A return of 
top international touring car racing to this country had been 
mooted, with a TCR World Tour round slated for Oulton Park. But 
the 2025 schedule published last week includes no such UK visit - 
and that’s likely no coincidence. TCR UK promoter Maximum 
Motorsport has also issued a clarification to state that licences 
will be granted to selected other UK series to enable TCR cars to 
compete in them without losing homologation. “We have been 
working hard to not only make TCR UK successful for 2025 but 


toimprove the UK market and give allTCRcarsa home and 
somewhere to race,” added Maximum. Considering TCR 
machines appear in everything from the Northern Saloon and 
Sports Car Championship to the 750 Motor Club’s Club Enduro, 
blacklisting every one of these would leave a swathe of machines 
unable to take partin TCR competitions worldwide. 

Despite WSC’s anger, URC is pushing on with its plans. Barnes 
says dozens of serious enquiries have already been received from 
interested parties, and these have continued to arrive since the 
WSC letter. It feels that a combination of subsidised entry fees 
and large event attendances should prove popular as it seeks to 
replicate the success enjoyed with Racing Hondas. “Our offering 
is very simple,” says Barnes. “We've gota plan forachampionship 
which invites owners of touring cars, including TCR cars, to race 
in front of tens of thousands of people with almost half the 
running costs of any other touring car category. Ifthere wasn'ta 
need for it, we wouldn't be doing it. That’s why we have support.” 

But for all the discussion about TCR cars, the central issue here 
is far broader. It goes back to that age-old debate of whether 
governing body Motorsport UK should give permits for new 
breakaway or copycat series, or ones very similar to series that 
already exist. It boils down to whether you think market forces 
should decide which succeed and fail, or believe there should be 
greater regulation. “It’s a really fragile business, motor racing, 
andthe problem with saying market forces will determine 
who will be successful and who wontis the fact that, inthe 
process of establishing a ‘winner’, substantial collateral damage 
is done,” says BARC group chief executive Ben Taylor. “Damage 
is done to suppliers, sponsors, teams, drivers, circuits and 
clubs - everyone is negatively affected.” 

Motorsport UK has tried to distance itself from the TCR turmoil, 
stating “financial or commercial detrimentto private legal 
entities, including asa result of alleged third-party intellectual 
property infringements, is not considered by the Championship 
Control Panel, nor is ita regulatory responsibility ofthe governing 
body”. Italso says there will be acomprehensive review of circuit 
racing next year, taking these and other issues into account, but 
did not expand on why URC was given the green light. 

There are no winners in this situation. Noone profits from all 
these arguments and, once again, there has beena worrying 
failure to see the bigger picture in some quarters. -¥ 


©@ This issue of Autosport marks the end ofan era: the final weekly 
magazine. But rest assured club motorsport will still have a home 
in the new monthly publication alongside a weekly national 
newsletter and regular dedicated national editions of the 
Autosport podcast. As one chapter ends, another is beginning. 
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Memorable moments 
of a varied 2024 


From epic contests to wonderful celebrations, there were 


plenty of highlights during a year that was poignant, too 


MARCUS PYE 


ow in my 48th year of writing for Autosport, 
Ireflect on another interesting season over 
N which I have reported 25 varied meetings at 12 
venues, commentating at many, and attended 
more out of my undimmed passion for club and 
historic events. Bookended by the Vintage Sports-Car Club’s 
Pomeroy Trophy and the Historic Sports Car Club-run Walter 
Hayes Trophy Formula Ford spectacular, both at Silverstone, 
2024 has featured the usual contrast of emotions. Saying goodbye 
to old friends is difficult, but watching emerging talent taking 
on established stars on track is always fascinating. While the 
Spa Six Hours was my only non-UK racing pilgrimage, the 
unexpected opportunity to visit France’s extraordinary 
Musee National de l’Automobile (the Schlumpf Collection) 
at Mulhouse was along-held ambition realised. 


In Memoriam John Turner and ‘Suggy’ 

My year started poignantly with invitations to speak atthe 
funerals of racing champions John Turner and Tony Sugden. 
Both raced Skodas - or caricatures of the Czech coupes - with 
distinction. Dorset timber merchant Turner’s F5000 Leda-based 
S110R thundered into my life 50 years previously, in 1974, and 
it’s been wonderful meeting his acolytes to progress a project 
about the ultimate home-built Super Saloon. Doncaster auto 
electrician Sugden was an omnipresent club racing force for 
five decades. I competed against him at Silverstone in 1982 and 
was privileged to track test his stunning Skoda-Cosworth YB for 
Autosport. Tony won more Cadwell Park races than anybody 
else, initially on motorcycles in the 1950s. Surely he deserves 
the anonymous turn onto the Mountain to be named Suggy’.... 


DAF was one of the many 
cars the late Sugden raced 
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Sidecar racers wow new fans 

My interest in sidecar racing was slim prior to Goodwood’s 
Members’ Meeting in April. This was limited to attending the 
1978 British Grand Prix at Silverstone to see Switzerland's Rolf 
Biland and Briton Kenny Williams star on the controversial 
BEO77A and watching Isle of ManTTs on television. Morea 
three-wheeled ‘sports prototype’ car than anything motorcycle- 
related, with both rears driven, the Yamaha-engined BEO 
demanded little of its co-pilot. The same cannot be said for 
today’s physical outfits. At Goodwood, six elite pairings laid 
rubber and lifted inside wheels alarmingly through the chicane 
in aremarkable demonstration. Anglo-French world champions 
Todd Ellis/Emmanuelle Clement won the flying start single- 

lap shootout with an awesome 1m21.174s (105.55mph) shot. 
Three chasers were within 1.183 seconds! 


Modified Fords at Castle Combe 

Who doesn't like a modified Ford? My first sight of the dedicated 
racing series for Blue Oval devotees at Castle Combe’s May 
Madness event left an indelible impression. Escorts and Fiestas, 
Sierra RS500 and Sapphire Cosworths, Capris (one powered by 

a big V8), Focuses, a very hot Cortina Mk2 anda Puma filled the 
circuit to capacity and provided a tremendous spectacle. I enjoy 
posting iPhone videos chronicling racing categories that trip my 
trigger on my Facebook page - how wish it had been possible in 
the 1970s, let alone so simple, with the likes of Super Saloons in 
their pomp - but was stunned by the social media engagement. 
Morethan 10,000 plays in short order show that I’m not alone. 


STEVE JONES 


STEVE JONES 


Reopened for car racing in 1968, and the circuit that hosted F2 
and F5000 in my teenage years, Thruxton has been my local race 
track fortwo thirds of my life. This season’s fixtures enabled me 
tolandatrio of commentary gigs alongside my reporting duties. 
May’s 750 Motor Club meeting featured Clive Hudson push the 
Sport Specials lap record under 1m20s - late-1970s FF2000 times 
-in his self-designed Eclipse. May’s Classic Sports Car Club visit 
also entertained, while June’s Thruxton Historic event was the 
jewel in its crown, with astunning Classic Racing Car Club 
Jochen Rindt Trophy centrepiece. Both are back on 21-22 June 
2025, so make it a date! The event was also notable for new circuit 
owner Alex Thistlethwayte’s victory in his Chevrolet Camaro, 
restored to Martin Thomas's period Ovaltine livery. 


July’s Oulton Park Gold Cup event celebrated the 70th anniversary 
of 1954’s inaugural edition, won by Maserati 250F-mounted Stirling 
Moss. Stirling previously starred in 500cc F3, thus it was brilliant 
that members ofthe 500 OWners’ Association - custodians of the 
charismatic cars since the 1960s - were invited to race at the 
Cheshire circuit’s retrospective. Being among the cars in the 
assembly area, with the aroma of methanol fuel pervading the air 
as they were warmed up, was magical. The crackle of Norton, JAP 
and Triumph engines transported veteran onlookers back to their 
Oulton debutin August 1953, when Don Truman, Les Leston and 
Don Parker were winners. That Ninian Sanderson’s Staride, 
victorious there that October, was competing was extra-special. 


MEMORIES 


_~ .- 
Jochen Rindt Trophy was 


among Thruxton highlights 


The atmosphere at Croft has always been special, as I recall 
from visits to the ultra-fast and scarily bumpy old airfield 
perimeter track in the late 1970s. Back then, the lap’s return 
leg was astraight linking the current Sunny and Clervaux 
corners, now effectively the overspill paddock. What stood 
out for me then was the sheer enthusiasm of competitors - 
local heroes of the calibre of Andy Barton - matched by that 
of aregular and knowledgeable fanbase. August’s HSCC- 
run Croft Historic weekend was the closest yet to a period 
‘clubbie’, with Modsports and Special Saloons the spectators’ 
favourites alongside Formula Ford 1600 (in Historic and 
Classic timeframes), FF2000, Road Sports and GTs on the 
bill. A nostalgic package perfectly tailored to the occasion. 


Sanderson’s old Staride 
was back in Oulton action 
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The best racers have always excelled at the wheel of anything, 
so the versatility of British Touring Car stars Jake Hilland Tom 
Ingram does notsurprise. Hill’s natural talent shone immediately 
in historic circles, his pace ina Lotus Elan astonishing afew 
seasons back. Goodwood habituees have come to admire his 
combative prowess at Members’ Meetings and Revivals, but 
Jake dug to unprecedented depths in September’s RACTT 
Celebration. Relayed into past master Olly Bryant’s AC Cobra, 
Hill met his match in Ingram in Mike Whitaker’s TVR Griffith. 
The cars had crossed swords there in period, but the one-hour 
race's final throes were awesome as, wrestling 400bhp apiece, 
Tom clawed past for victory. My race of the year to that point... 


Run continuously since 1949, the 750 Formula is the UK’s longest- 
serving club racing category. Founded in 1939, the 750 Motor Club’s 
sporting activities kicked offa decade later, after the Second World 
War, based on regulations designed around the ubiquitous Austin 
Seven. Ending its landmark 75th year, the Historic 750 Formula 
andits current equivalent (running 1108cc Fiat engines) provided 
an extraordinary window on the promotion at Mallory Parkin 
October. Onlookers witnessed the largest turnout of early cars to 
date in the colourful catch-all, which also welcomes survivors 
from the Ford-engined 1172 Formula/F1200/F1300 eras. But the 
penultimate 750F championship round that day was extraordinary. 
Never had Iseen one in which half the field disputed the lead. 

That the 1969-rooted Cowley MkIV triumphed was apposite. 


Cowley headed tremendous 


Mallory 750 Formula scrap ™ 
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Iregret not being at the first Spa Six Hours historic event in 1993. 
With 23 cars, it was financially disastrous, but Alain Defalle and 
Vincent Collard persevered and support blossomed. From my 
debut in 1997 - as reporter and competitor, in Lotus 23B and Elan 
-Iwas hooked on the race, long-centred on FIA-homologated 
pre-1966-spec cars. September’s edition marked my 25th and 

my umpteenth as English commentator. Bringing the racing 
element forward 24 hours in 2023 - with Sunday a sell-out 
trackday - has changed its dynamic for owner-drivers, as has the 
number of pros piloting late-built Ford GT40s, which comprised 
a quarter of this year’s 80-car entry. It’s stilla wonderful spectacle, 
on the greatest circuit, but are 100-plus starters a memory? 


Both end-of-term Formula Ford contests were special. 
Remembering De Vliegende Hollander Gerrit van Kouwen 
-whose brilliant 1984 Festival Lola victory I reported - 

with his family and friends at Brands Hatch in October was 
something I was drawn to do. A fortnight later, however, 
James Beckett’s 24th Walter Hayes Trophy event at Silverstone 
was even closer fought. Dry conditions helped, but the Grand 
Final was the finest race I’ve witnessed in years. How Rory 
Smith withstood such incredible pressure I don’t know, but 
his 0.293s winning margin is pulled into sharper focus by 

the first six being covered by 0.995s and the top 22 (of 31 
finishers) in a writhing snake that spanned the Wellington 
Straight’s width by less than 10s! ¥ 


STEVE JONES 
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MEMORIES CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Autosport’s highlights 
from the 2024 season 


Whether watching entertaining races or taking part in them, there were 
plenty of moments this year that left an impression on our writers 


STEPHEN LICKORISH, STEFAN MACKLEY AND PAUL LAWRENCE 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 

To the left you can read about one of Marcus 
Pye’s highlights of the year being British 
Touring Car aces Jake HillandTom Ingram 
tussling in historic machinery at Goodwood. 
And my favourite club racing moment of 2024 
features another BTCCstar putting on ashow 
in an oldcar. The Historic Racing Drivers Club Jack Sears Trophy 
contest brought the Donington Historic Festival to a cracking 
close and featured some brilliant battles among its packed grid 
of tin-tops. Josh Cook was in the thick of the action and spent the 
entire race dicing with fellow Lotus Cortina pilot David Dickenson 
(left). The pair going either side of two lapped cars having their 
own fight on the pitstraight was spectacular, but they ultimately 
could not deny Le Mans winner Guy Smith’s example. 


STEFAN MACKLEY 

Not for the first time (and hopefully not the 
last) my own racing exploits were some of 
the most memorable moments from the 
past year. Having sampled Ben Powney’s 
now title-winning machine for an Autosport 
feature on the Ma7da Championship back 
in 2022, my intention had always been to return for some 
‘unfinished business’. With a Team Sellars Racing-run car, 
Icompeted in both the Snetterton and Brands Hatch meetings 
in August, becoming immersed in the life ofa club driver and 
allthe highs and lows that go with it. From the camaraderie 
between drivers of varying experience, sifting through data 
looking for time, suffering my first ‘proper’ accident and trying 
just to survive in torrential rain - good or bad, the experience 
showed why people are so passionate about our sport. 


| PAUL LAWRENCE 

Inaseason that tookin more than 70 
competitive events, choosing just one 
highlight is never easy, but any trip to 

the Isle of Man for a rally will always be 

a standout. This year’s Manx Rally was 

one of the best, with fine weather and 
tremendous competition for both the Asphalt and British 
Historic championships. The short but technical Balladoole 
stage, which runs right along the coast, is a fabulous place for 
photography and, with two stages back-to-back, the action 
was relentless. This was closed-road rallying at its very bestin 
a place where it has long been a way of life. The sea shimmering 
in unbroken May sunshine in the background made it perfect. 
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Review 


Top 10 
club drivers of 2024 


Some of these racers are familiar title winners while others finally achieved 


a championship after years of trying. Here are Autosport’s top performers 


Entries by Paul Lawrence, Mark Libbeter, Mark Paulson, 
Marcus Pye and Steve Whitfield 


MICK WALKER 


| Stephen Primett 


CTCRC Pre-’83 Touring Cars 


Another year, another title for Ford Escort Mk1 pilot Stephen Primett, who 
secured his 12th Classic Touring Car crown - his ninth in the past 11 years. 
The Bedfordshire electrician saw off the challenge of Will Davison’s more 
modern BMW E30 as well as Jonathan Corker’s nippy Datsun 510. Always 
immaculate, the Pinto-powered RS2000 wasn’t faultless but, when trouble 
struck, Primett nursed it home for a 100% finishing record and 10 class 
wins (including seven overall), compared with Corker’s four. 


RICHARD STYLES 


Ben Short 


750MC MX-5 Cup 


Returning for a full-time campaign after only contesting three rounds in 
2023, Ben Short took his fifth MX-5 Cup title this year in typically dominant 
style, sealing the crown with three races to spare despite the dropped 
scores format. He just missed out on matching his victory record from 
2022 but still took a crushing 16 wins from 18 starts, with only a qualifying 
mishap at Cadwell Park and final-corner contact at Silverstone denying 
him a chance to remain unbeaten all season. 
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Samuel Harrison 
HSCC Historic FF2000 


Samuel Harrison’s charge through the Historic Formula Ford 2000 field 

at Donington Park following engine failure in qualifying - with Benn 
Simms’s spare bought, collected and fitted, he made the grid with seconds 
to spare - rattled rival Graham Fennymore. Harrison’s lightning speed and 
imperious overtaking forced the double champion to dig deeper, taking 
the fight to Silverstone’s finale. Harrison’s steely focus in a chassis loaned 
by Adrian Reynard completed the Riponian’s title treble over three years. 
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Aidan Hills 


BRSCC Mazda MX-5 Supercup 


Reigning Mazda MX-5 Supercup champion Aidan Hills hadn’t intended 
defending his title, instead focusing on running customer cars alongside 
occasional outings and a proposed part-time TCR UK campaign. But, while 
Patrick Fletcher led the way in the first half of the season, taking seven 
wins from the opening 14 races, Hills kept himself in contention. When his 
deserved touring car graduation fell through, Hills refocused on MX-5s and 
stormed to seven consecutive wins and a successful repeat of his crown. 


Club Autosport Top 10 drivers 


Ben Timmons 
BARC Caterham Seven 270R 


After triumphing in the Caterham Roadsport category last season, 
Timmons followed up his success by cantering to championship glory 
in the 270Rs in 2024. He won an impressive 11 races during the year, 
including eight on the trot in the middle part of the season, which also 
comprised hat-tricks at Silverstone and Cadwell Park. He drove sensibly 
at Brands Hatch to secure the three podium finishes he needed to make 
certain of the title with a meeting still to spare against a packed field. 


GARY HAWKINS 


Joe Thompson 
M7RC Mini Se7ens 


After finishing second or third in the championship four times, Joe 
Thompson finally emulated his father Paul’s Mini Se7en success by taking 
the crown in his family-run car. Thompson hit his stride in the second half 
of the season, having cracked last year’s regulations tweak to carburettors, 
adding six wins in nine races to a solitary earlier triumph. Perhaps more 
remarkable in such a closely contested category, aside from one non- 
finish, Thompson only finished outside the top two on three occasions. 


Bradley Burns 
BRSCC Audi TT Cup Racing 


As a TCR Germany podium finisher, it should be no surprise to see Bradley 
Burns at the front of a club category. But Burns now races only for fun 

and did not compete in last year’s inaugural non-championship season 

of the Audi TT Cup. That put him on the back foot as Area Motorsport 
team-mate Carl Swift won the opening four bouts. A ragged Oulton Park 
outing left Burns with work to do, but a run of eight wins in nine races 
against quality opposition clinched the title. 


Max Edmundson 
BRSCC Civic Cup 


Determined to dispel any notion that others’ misfortune helped him to the 
2023 Civic Cup title, Max Edmundson returned to try for another. He faced a 
stacked field of drivers with glittering CVs, but only multiple TCR champion 
and Area team-mate Josh Files could challenge Edmundson, who won nine 
of 17 races, topped five qualifying sessions and never qualified lower than 
third. And he didn’t just win from the front - he twice claimed reversed- 
grid victories from row five, executing perfectly judged overtaking moves. 


Chris Lulham 


MSVR Radical Cup UK 


Having conquered many virtual races as a sim racing partner to a 

certain Max Verstappen, 21-year-old Lulham made the transition back 

to real circuit racing look effortless in 2024 as he dominated the SR3 
Championship in the Radical Cup UK. Not only did he record 16 wins 
from 18 races during his debut season in the category, but it was also the 
manner of his victories, most notably those achieved in front of the TOCA 
audience at Snetterton and Oulton Park, that demonstrated his talent. 


a 


OLLIE RE 


Andrew Hibberd 


HSCC Historic Formula Junior & F3 


Though it took 20 years to finally win a championship, Andrew Hibberd did 
it in style by bagging three titles using three cars. Hibberd has always been 
a pacesetter, notably in Formula Junior, but commitment to customer cars 
meant a full season was usually impossible. This year, with father Mike 
doing less racing, Hibberd sealed the Junior crown with his two Lotuses 
and added the UK and European One-Litre Historic F3 titles in the ex-Chris 
Irwin Brabham BT18. It was a fabulous year for the popular racer/preparer. 
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Review 


Top 10 
club rivalries of 2024 


There were lots of close battles in UK motorsport this season, 


whether on track, on the stages or on the points table 


Entries by Paul Lawrence, Mark Libbeter, Stephen Lickorish, Stefan Mackley, 
Mark Paulson, Marcus Pye, Peter Scherer and Steve Whitfield 


10 Carl Boardley vs Adam Shepherd 


Reigning TCR UK champion Carl Boardley (left) faced a renewed challenge 
this year from Adam Shepherd, who switched to a Cupra Leon, putting the 
pair in matching machinery. While Boardley was hampered by early- 
season set-up issues, Shepherd streaked into the points lead with four 
wins in the first three weekends. There was no love lost in an increasingly 
feisty contest as they collided at Snetterton, Oulton Park and Silverstone, 
before Shepherd’s challenge unravelled with a series of reliability woes. 


Chris Ingram vs a high-quality 
BRC field 


The British Rally Championship had one of its best seasons for many 
years, Chris Ingram adding the title to his impressive record. But it was 
never easy for Ingram, with quality opposition across the season. Ingram 
(above) went to the Cambrian Rally finale facing up to William Creighton, 
Keith Cronin and Osian Pryce, and it was Creighton who took the fight 

to Ingram. Only on the penultimate stage when Creighton spun was the 
battle resolved after a campaign that was a major boost for British rallying. 


8 Shaun Traynor vs Adam Lockwood 


The Toyota MR2 Championship featured a rematch of last year’s battle 
between Adam Lockwood and Shaun Traynor, and there was again little to 
separate the pair. Lockwood began the defence of his crown with four wins 
from the first six races before Traynor responded with seven victories on 
the bounce. Despite being pipped to a further triumph by his chief rival 

on the final lap of the deciding contest, Traynor (left) ended his four-year 
streak of finishing as runner-up to clinch his fifth title by eight points. 
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/ Doug Watson vs Dylan Popovic 


After a rollercoaster season, one point separated ardent Castle Combe GT 
combatants Doug Watson and Dylan Popovic. Rearmed with a Ferrari 488 
Challenge, Watson won eight of the nine rounds he started. Popovic, 
whose hulking seven-litre Ginetta G55 was wiped out by another driver’s 
error in May, returned stronger. Popovic won once, but bagged fastest lap 
bonuses in six of the 12 bouts. Two spins and a scrape with Watson (right) 
in the finale showed his determination. The pair remain great friends! 


STEVE JONES 


6 Thomas Langford vs Adam Sparrow 


After coming close to title success last year, Adam Sparrow found himself 
in a similar situation in 2024 as he battled Thomas Langford for the Mazda 
MX-5 Championship. Langford (leading) won five of the opening six races 
before Sparrow fought back to ensure the duo arrived at the last round 
tied, and an eventful Brands Hatch decider then played out. Two wins, 
plus an off for Sparrow, ensured that Langford prevailed. 


OLLIE READ 


4 Harry Cook vs Taylor O’Flanagan 


One of the closest fought championships among the Caterham Motorsport 
categories involved Harry Cook and Taylor O’Flanagan in the 310Rs. Cook 
(leading) amassed five victories to seize the initiative before the series 
visited Brands Hatch in August, but a hat-trick at the Kent track helped 
O’Flanagan move to the top of the standings on dropped scores. Cook 
then picked the perfect time to grab a treble of his own at the Donington 
Park finale, which allowed him to snatch the crown by a solitary point. 
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2 Marcus Littlewood vs Sam Shaw 


Sam Shaw began the Radical SR1 season as the driver to beat, but the tide 
turned at Paul Ricard with Marcus Littlewood (above) scoring a treble. 
There was then Silverstone controversy when Littlewood lost a race to 
Shaw on appeal for alleged passing in the run-off. A similar Brands Hatch 
appeal from Littlewood was thrown out. Littlewood won the penultimate 
race and led the finale before Shaw’s attempted Clearways challenge was 
deemed unfair. He was penalised and the title was narrowly Littlewood’s. 


Club Autosport Top 10 rivalries 


STEVE JONES 


Craig Pollard vs Tom Gadd 
vs Rob Welham 


Another F1000 battle that went down to the final round. This season had 
a bit of added spice as protagonists Craig Pollard and Rob Welham came 
together at Silverstone. Pollard’s (92) consistency prevailed as he finished 
all 16 races, which included four wins versus Welham’s three. An engine 
failure while leading at Silverstone and subsequent double non-score left 
reigning champion Tom Gadd second, despite five wins to end the year. 


MICKWALKER 


Britcar Trophy’s impossibly close 
title contenders 


It is not uncommon for two entrants to tie on points, only for countback to 
determine a champion. But that was not the case in the Britcar Trophy this 
year, when the first two crews could not be separated and therefore share 
the title. The Audi TT of Mark Jones/Rob Ellick/Craig Fleming and the 
Maurice Henry/Hadley Simpson Renault Clio (above) did not battle on track, 
but you can’t get a closer points rivalry. Incredibly, it was almost as tight 

in the top class, Marco Anastasi beating Maurizio Sciglio on countback! 


STEVE JONES 


| Ben Powney vs Craig Land 


Twice a Ma7da runner-up, Ben Powney (right) finally came out on top this 
year but was pushed all the way by reigning Locost conqueror Craig Land. 
Five wins for Powney, including a double at Donington Park’s opener, set 
him on course but two victories in the last three races by Land made for a 
grandstand finish. Powney’s runner-up spot at Silverstone, with less than 
two seconds covering the top six, left him just two points clear of race 
winner Land in a nailbiting finale that went down to the last lap. 
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Pictures of the year 


Our national photographers have captured the best of the 
action from across the UK. Here’s the pick of their output 
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Club Autosport Pictures of the Year 
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lan Aguilera and Chris 
Lulham (right) lead the 
Radical Cup UK field on 
the SilverstoneGP layout 
OLLIE READ 
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Mike Manning’s Ford Sierra Cosworth RS500 
hasamomentat Druids during Brands 
Hatch’s Super Touring Power 2 meeting 
STEVE JONES 
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Polesitter Kevin Clarke’s BMW M3 heads 
Josh Lawton’s Honda Civic andthe rest of 
the Classic Thunder field at Donington Park 
MICKWALKER 
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Porsche Carrera Cup GB drivers 
Charles Rainford and Hugo Ellis 
go wheelto wheelin treacherous 
conditions at Silverstone 

STEVE HINDLE 
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Too much Snetterton kerb sends Mini 
Miglia driver Jeff Smith onarideand 
eventually overas his chasers lookon 
RICHARD STYLES 
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Review 


Startchaosinthe Audi TT Cup 
race at Oulton Parkas Carl Swift 
is putonhisroofoffthe line and 
others try to take avoiding action 
RACHEL BOURNE 


Cleared for landing: the British Truck 
fieldtakes inthe notorious local 
sights and sounds of Donington Park 
OLLIE READ 


; aps ce Ch pyle | 
eat CAF ‘th ek eee. oe fa 


= > — — 
es 


wee > 


118 AUTOSPORT.COM 19-26 DECEMBER 2024 


a ep Per Mer yr rere u 


TheAston Martin Vantage GT3 of Andrew 
Howard and Jess Hawkins pushes the limits 


through Deer Leap at Oulton Parkin British GT 
JEP 


The McLaren M29 of Warren Briggs gets too close for comfort and 
locks upin avoidance of Mark Hazell’s Williams FWO8C ahead 


GARY HAWKINS 


Walter Hayes Trophy victor Rory 
Smith had to fight until the final 
lap for his win, whichincluded 


repelling Andrew Rackstraw 
STEVE HINDLE 
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Review 


Tim Llewellyn’s Bentley 3/8 burns rubber in his Forthelasttimein 2024, the 
battle with Michael James’s Riley 12/4 TT Sprite British GT field rolls around for 
MICK WALKER —— thestartatthe Brands Hatch 


season finale, led by Team 
RJN’s McLaren 720S Evo 2 
MIKE HOYER 


Angus Whiteside’s Porsche Carrera Cup 
GB car gets sentairborne at Brands Hatch 
GARY HAWKINS 
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Ryan Wilby pushes 
the limits and goes 
abitbeyondat 
Knockhill aboard 
his Caterham 
JIMMOIR 
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Club Autosport Pictures of the Year 
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The 2024 club 
racing champions 


The British Isles had another busy motorsport year featuring a vast array of cars, from 


the humble Citroen 2CV to the Ferrari 488. Here’s a list of this season’s title winners 


Compiled by Stefan Mackley and Stephen Lickorish 


750 MOTOR CLUB 


116 SPRINT TROPHY 

Matthew Highcock 

750 FORMULA CHAMPIONSHIP 

David Bartholomew (PRS 1b) 

ALFA ROMEO CHAMPIONSHIP 

Toby Broome (147 GTA) 

ARMED FORCES RACE CHALLENGE 
Jonathan Candler (Peugeot 306) 
BIKESPORTS CHAMPIONSHIP 

Leon Morrell (Radical SR3) 

BMW CAR CLUB RACING CHAMPIONSHIP 
William Lake (E46 325ti) 

CLASSIC STOCK HATCH CHAMPIONSHIP 
Stewart Place (Peugeot 205 GTI) 

CLIO SPORT CHAMPIONSHIP 

Peter O’Connor (182) 

CLUB ENDURO CHAMPIONSHIP 

Ash Moor/Samuel Dennis (Honda Civic Type R) 
F1000 CHAMPIONSHIP 

Craig Pollard 

FORMULA VEE CHAMPIONSHIP 

Matt Harbot (AHS Dominator) 

HOT HATCH CHAMPIONSHIP 

Joshua Hilton (BMW E36 Compact) 
LOCOST CHAMPIONSHIP 

Daniel Garrett 

MA7DA CHAMPIONSHIP 

Ben Powney 

MX-5 CUP 

Ben Short 


@ Harbot’s AHS was the 
Formula Vee dominator 
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OLLIE READ 
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SPORTS 1000 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Ryan Yarrow (Spire GT3S) 

SPORT SPECIALS CHAMPIONSHIP 
Stuart Thompson (MK Indy RR) 
TOYOTA MR2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Shaun Traynor (Roadster) 

TYPE R TROPHY 

Matt Wilkins 


BRITISH AUTOMOBILE RACING CLUB 


2CVs 

Alex Cockhill 

BRITCAR TROPHY 

Mark Jones/Rob Ellick/Craig Fleming (Audi TT) & 
Maurice Henry/Hadley Simpson (Renault Clio Cup) 


Gent picked up 
the Pickups title 


BRITISH ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Peter Erceg/Marcus Clutton/Hugo Cook 
(Audi R8 LMS GT3) 

BRITISH F4 CHAMPIONSHIP 

Deagen Fairclough 

BRITISH TRUCK RACING CHAMPIONSHIP 
DIVISION 1 

Ryan Smith (Daimler) 

CATERHAM ACADEMY 

Green James Hall 

White Paul Oggelsby 

CATERHAM GRADUATES 

Sigma 135 Paul Goldstein 

Sigma 150 Jamie Ellwood 

CATERHAM ROADSPORT CHAMPIONSHIP 
Paul Goldstein 

CATERHAM SEVEN 270R CHAMPIONSHIP 
Ben Timmons 

CATERHAM SEVEN 310R CHAMPIONSHIP 
Harry Cook 

CATERHAM SEVEN UK CHAMPIONSHIP 
Lewis Thompson 

CNC HEADS SPORTS/SALOON CHAMPIONSHIP 
Steven Parker (Ford Fiesta) 

JUNIOR SALOON CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 


MG OWNERS CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
Steve McDermid (MG ZR) 

MINI CHALLENGE CLUBSPORT 
Ross Alexander 


MINI CHALLENGE JCW 

Dan Zelos 

MINI CHALLENGE TROPHY 

Harry Hickton 

PICKUP TRUCK RACING CHAMPIONSHIP 
Dale Gent 

PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB 

George Gamble 

PORSCHE SPRINT CHALLENGE GB 

Seb Hopkins 


BRITISH RACING & SPORTS CAR CLUB 


AUDI TT CUP RACING 

Bradley Burns 

BMW COMPACT CUP 

Connor Grady 

BRITISH GT GT3 

Rob Collard/Ricky Collard 
(Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo2) 
BRITISH GT GT4 

Jack Brown/Zak Meakin (McLaren Artura GT4) 
CITYCAR CUP CHAMPIONSHIP 
Stuart Bliss (Toyota Aygo) 

CIVIC CUP 

Max Edmundson (EP3) 

FIESTA ST150 CHALLENGE 
Michael Blackburn 

FIESTA ST240 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Alastair Kellett 

FIESTA JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 


Jeff-Hall secured 
Ginetta Junior glory 


Jenson O’Neill-Going (Mk6) 

FUN CUP 

Team Olympian 

(Chris Dovell/Riley Phillips/Simon Rudd) 
GINETTA GT ACADEMY 

Julian Wantling 

GINETTA GT CHAMPIONSHIP 
Mckenzie Douglass 

GINETTA JUNIOR 

Ethan Jeff-Hall 

MAZDA MX-5 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Thomas Langford 

MAZDA MX-5 CLUBMAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
Jonathan Greensmith 

MAZDA MX-5 SUPERCUP 

Pro Aidan Hills 

Clubman Ollie Hall 

MG METRO CUP 

Robbie Kenning 

SUPER CLASSIC PRE-’99 FF1600 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

A Tom Hawkins (Swift SC95) 

B Chris Stones (Van Diemen RF88) 
C Paul Britten (PRS 81F) 

D Oliver Buckton (Elden Mk8/10) 
SUPERSPORT ENDURANCE CUP 
David Drinkwater/Adam Read 
(BMW Compact) 

TCR UK 


Carl Boardley (Cupra Leon Competicion TCR) 


cx 
lu 
< 
= 
= 
x 
o 
= 


Club Autosport 2024 champions 


Chamberlain 
was crowned the 
Combe Saloons 
champion with his 
VW Golf 


STEVE JONES 


CASTLE COMBE RACING CLUB 


CASTLE COMBE FF1600 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Felix Fisher (Ray GRO5) 

CASTLE COMBE GT CHAMPIONSHIP 

Doug Watson (Ferrari 488 Challenge) 

CASTLE COMBE HOT HATCH CHAMPIONSHIP 
Jake Alden (Citroen Saxo) 

CASTLE COMBE SALOON CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 
Harrison Chamberlain (VW Golf GTI) 

MIGHTY MINIS CHAMPIONSHIP 

Sam Slater 

SUPER MIGHTY MINIS 

David Kirkpatrick 


CLASSIC SPORTS CAR CLUB 


JAGUAR CHAMPIONSHIP 

Colin Philpott (XJS) 

MG TROPHY 

James Cole (ZR 170) 

MIDGET & SPRITE CHALLENGE 

lan Burgin (Austin-Healey Sprite Mk1) 
RAMAIR BMW CHAMPIONSHIP 
Jason West (M3 E46) 


CLASSIC TOURING CAR RACING CLUB 


BLUE OVAL SALOON SERIES 

Tim Mizen (Fiesta) 

CLASSIC THUNDER CHAMPIONSHIP 
Josh Lawton (Honda Civic) 

PRE-’66 TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 
lan Thompson (Lotus Cortina) >> 


Jags joined CSCC 
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PRE-’83 GROUP 1 TOURING CAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Stephen Primett (Ford Escort Mk1) 
PRE-’93 TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 
Stuart Waite (BMW E36) 

PRE-’03 TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 
Gary Prebble (Honda Civic EG) 

SUPER TOURERS 

Alex Morgan (Vauxhall Astra) 


HISTORIC SPORTS CAR CLUB 


70s ROAD SPORTS CHAMPIONSHIP 
Howard Payne (Lotus Europa TC) 

CLASSIC FF1600 CHAMPIONSHIP 

Benn Simms (Jomo JMR 7) 

FORMULA JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
Andrew Hibberd (Lotus 20/Lotus 22) 
GUARDS TROPHY 

Ben Tusting/Robert Tusting (Lenham P69 Spider) 
HISTORIC FORMULA 3 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Andrew Hibberd (Brabham BT18) 
HISTORIC FF1600 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Spencer Shinner (Merlyn Mk20) 

HISTORIC FF2000 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Samuel Harrison (Reynard SF79) 
HISTORIC ROAD SPORTS CHAMPIONSHIP 
Frazer Gibney (Lotus Elan $1) 


BOSS FORMULA LIBRE IRELAND 
Tony Greenan (Dallara F317) 

IRISH FIESTA ST CHAMPIONSHIP 
Ross Barnes 

IRISH FIESTA ZETEC CHAMPIONSHIP 
William Kellett 

IRISH FORMULA SHEANE 

Keith Hogg 

IRISH FORMULA VEE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Gavin Buckley (Sheane FV99) 


MICHAELCHESTER 


Gibbins enjoyed further 
Sports 2000 success 
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IRISH SUPER FUTURE CLASSICS 
Patrick O’Malley (Toyota Celica) 

IRISH JUNIOR MINI CHALLENGE 
Joshua Henry 

IRISH LEGENDS CARS 

Scott Jackson 

IRISH STRYKER SPORTSCAR CHAMPIONSHIP 
Michael Cullen 

IRISH TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 
lan Stryker (Honda Integra) 

SEAT SUPERCUP IRELAND 

Dave Maguire 


MINI 7 RACING CLUB 


MINI LIBRE 

Josh Evans 

MINI MIGLIA CHALLENGE 
Jeff Smith 

MINI SE7EN CHALLENGE 
Joe Thompson 


MICKWALKER 


The Tustings took their 
Lenham to Guards honours 


STEVE JONES 


MINI SE7EN S CLASS 
Matt Ayres 


MONOPOSTO RACING CLUB 


MONOPOSTO CHAMPIONSHIP 
George Line (Dallara F308) 
MONOPOSTO TIEDEMAN TROPHY 
Will Cox (Ralt RT3) 


MOTORSPORT VISION RACING 


7 RACE SERIES 

Caterham 420R Lee Wiggins 
Caterham 310R James Wingfield 
CLIO CUP GB 

Nicky Taylor 

CLUBMANS SPORTS PROTOTYPE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Will Freeman (Ardmore FRO6) 
FERRARI CHALLENGE UK 

Gilbert Yates 
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GARY CRAIG 


FOCUS CUP 

Lewis Clark 

GB3 CHAMPIONSHIP 

Louis Sharp 

GB4 CHAMPIONSHIP 

Linus Granfors 

GT CUP CHAMPIONSHIP 

Charlotte Gilbert/Tom Rawlings 
(Lamborghini Huracan Super Trofeo) 
LEGENDS CARS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Will Gibson 

LEGENDS CARS ELITE CUP 

Jack Parker 

MIATA TROPHY 

John Langridge 

MSVT TRACKDAY CHAMPIONSHIP 

Justin Roberts/Nicole Drought (Honda Civic) 
PORSCHE BOXSTER CUP 

Wayne Gregory 

PORSCHE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 


Hendry was 
regularly at the 
head of the Scottish 
Fiesta ST pack 
this year 


Ewing topped the 
Northern Irish MX-5s 


Simon Clark (997 C2S) 

PRODUCTION GTI CHAMPIONSHIP 
Simon Hill 

RADICAL CUP UK 

Chris Lulham (SR3) 

RADICAL SR1 CUP 

Marcus Littlewood 

SPORTS 2000 DURATEC CHAMPIONSHIP 
Michael Gibbins (MCR S2n) 

SPORTS 2000 HISTORIC CHAMPIONSHIP 
William Schryver (Royale RP37) 

UNITED FORMULA FORD 1600 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Morgan Quinn (Van Diemen RF99) 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


KIRKISTOWN MINI COOPER CUP 

Peter Bennett 

NORTHERN IRELAND FORD FIESTA ZETEC 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Neville Anderson 


Club Autosport 2024 champions 


NORTHERN IRELAND FF1600 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Jason Smyth (Van Diemen RFOO/JL12) 
NORTHERN IRELAND MAZDA MODI-5-CUP 
Craig Ewing 

NORTHERN IRELAND ROADSPORTS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mike Ward (Radical PR6) 

NORTHERN IRELAND SALOON 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Gavin Stanfield (Subaru Impreza) 


SCOTTISH MOTOR RACING CLUB 


SCOTTISH C1 CUP 

Murray Scott 

SCOTTISH CLASSIC SPORTS AND SALOONS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

lain Mitchell (Vauxhall Nova) 
SCOTTISH FIESTA ST CHAMPIONSHIP 
Gerry Hendry 

SCOTTISH MINI COOPER CUP 

Oly Mortimer 

SCOTTISH R53 MINI COOPER CUP 
Jamie Blake 


OTHERS 


COCKSHOOT CUP 

Leon Wignall (MG ZR 170) 

MORGAN CHALLENGE 

Andrew Thompson (+8) 

NORTHERN SALOON & SPORTS CAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Stephen Reece (Lotus Elise) 

RACING HONDAS 

Ryan Cunningham (Civic EP3) 
SCOTTISH LEGENDS CARS CHAMPIONSHIP 
Stewart Black 

WELSH SPORTS AND SALOON CAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Wayne Spiller (Mazda RX-8) 


JIM MOIR 
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FINISHING STRAIGHT 


arr 


Autosport gave its staff a completely free choice of where they 
would most like to see Formula 1 cars racing - provided the venue 
wasn't currently on the calendar. But even with such a broad 
spectrum of possibilities, we didn’t see some of these coming! 


The Californian circuit should be on any 
a series calendar, frankly. The 18-metre drop 


- BL 


AZ am ; at the Corkscrew will never get dull and the 
layout keeps drivers on edge throughout the 
lap, particularly the undulating pitstraight 
that rolls into the long Andretti hairpin 

as a prime overtaking spot. The narrow 
track and tiny paddock mean it was never 

a serious option even for previous F1 eras, 
but grand prix car demonstration laps 

alone are the perfect sell. 

HAYDN COBB 


Bathurst is one of the most 
iconic tracks on the planet. 
In a fictional world where 
changes for safety reasons 
could be avoided, it would 
be incredible to see a field of 
F1 cars dance over the top of 
Mount Panorama. Imagine DRS 
speeds into The Chase, or last- 
ditch dives across Skyline; it 
makes your hair stand on end. 
Watching Jenson Button 
take the McLaren MP4-23 for a 
demonstration run in 2011 was something special, but a full grand prix 


would be so much better. And if Fl can keep adding street tracks with Formula 1 should go back to the Hockenheimring. Not the toned-down 
often unforgiving walls to the calendar, why can’t Bathurst join the pile? version that has been used since 2002, but rather the 4.2-mile track. 
SAM HALL The sight of F1 cars powering through the forest was a joy to behold, 


and the layout represented a massive challenge as teams ran minimal 
downforce, making the stadium section tricky to tackle for the drivers. 


What defines a good F1 track? High-speed corners to make the cars DRS would ruin it nowadays, and such a return is wishful thinking 

look like rocket ships, long straights followed by heavy braking zones anyway since nature has taken over the old track. It’s peaceful in those 
for overtaking and a famous section of race track with a name that you woods now, but you can still picture the cars racing out of Ostkurve... 
can write home about. Enter Road America, which has an old-school BENJAMIN VINEL 


yet European feel to its layout. If it was lifted, dropped in Europe and 
given more run-off, one could bet it would be on the calendar. 
EWAN GALE Yes, it was clear why Malaysia decided to forego hosting Formula 1 after 
the 2017 GP. The perfect storm of spiralling 
costs and dwindling ticket sales left the 
organisers with very little alternative. 
However, Sepang was always fun. Flawed? 
Yes, in terms of planning and failing to run 
a night race. It was also subject to tropical 
weather. But it was a good track with some 
memorable results. Remember Fernando 
Alonso holding off Sauber’s Sergio Perez back 
in 2012? Or Lewis Hamilton’s 2016 blow-up? 
MARK MANN-BRYANS 
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Is there a race circuit that more closely resembles something from Gran 
Turismo than Potrero de los Funes? A sometime host of FIA GT races, the 
picturesque lakeside track near San Luis, Argentina, would be an ideal 
way to capitalise on the wave of interest swelled by Franco Colapinto’s 
brief stint in Formula 1 with Williams. That efforts to dismantle circuit 
infrastructure began this year would be no obstacle to the underutilised 
3.9-mile track’s inclusion on my fantasy F1 calendar. 

JAMES NEWBOLD 


Nigel Mansell picked the 1986 British Grand Prix at Brands Hatch as the 
‘race of his life’, having beaten team-mate Nelson Piquet to victory after 
a broken driveshaft forced him to take the spare Williams for the red-flag 
restart. Mansell said “racing at Brands was awesome” because “there 
was no peace”, which is the antithesis of modern circuits. Fl needs the 
unforgiving, roller coaster-like nature of Brands and not the asphalt 
run-off areas and track limit problems that plague the current calendar. 
ED HARDY 


Saudi Arabia 
3-17 January 2025 
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Autosport Podcast: The Top 50 drivers of 2024 
The Autosport team reveals its Top 50 drivers of the 
year across all disciplines. Always a good conversation 
starter, listen to some of the justifications behind the 
decisions and (probably) hot debate as our staffers 
push their star performers to the fore. With the order 
published in this week’s pages, you can jump into the 
podcast with your own thoughts and, fingers crossed, 
come away from it convinced by our thinking! 


Autosport Podcast: Q&A 

The Autosport team returns to field some 
of your most pressing questions from 

the past week of news. Remember, if 

you want to send in your questions for 
future Q&A episodes, reach out to us 

on YouTube, Instagram or via our 

callout post at Autosport.com. 


UK MOTORSPORT 


Mallory Park 750MC 
26 December 

Plum Pudding, Saloons, 
Sports/Sports Racing 


Autosport 
International 
Birmingham NEC 
9-12 January 2025 


STEVE JONES 


Mallory Ae. u 
Park . 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE 

Chris Amon grapples with his Ferrari 
512S in atrocious conditions on the 
approach to Paddock Hill Bend at 
Brands Hatch in the BOAC 1000 on 
12 April 1970. Sharing with Arturo 


Merzario, Amon endured a difficult 
race in which Ferrari struggled to 
take the fight to Porsche. The Kiwi 
ran as high as second before an 
inspired Pedro Rodriguez steamed 
past in his Gulf-Wyer 917, then 


Amon was delayed by a collision with 
a Chevron. He was running third in 
the closing stages, but a late fuel stop 
dropped him to fifth. The Ferrari rose 
back to fourth, only for a fuel feed 
problem to leave Amon and Merzario 


ee 


fifth at the chequered flag. 
Meanwhile, Rodriguez completed 
one of the great virtuoso drives to 
finish five laps ahead of the Salzburg 
917 of Vic Elford and Denny Hulme, 
(barely) sharing with Leo Kinnunen. 


riresrone 


SCHLEGELMILCH 
motorsport 


For more great photographs, visit motorsportimages.com 


MARTIN 


artin Brundle wasn’t blessed 
with the finest Formula 1 
machinery for his 159 world 
championship starts. The 
Benetton B192, which provided five 
of his nine grand prix podiums, was 
probably the best, but it doesn’t take 
the accolade of his favourite race car. 

Ross Brawn’s Jaguar XJR-14 moved the 
goalposts in world sportscar racing in 
1991 and Brundle was Tom Walkinshaw’s 
part-timer early in the season, in between 
his Brabham F1 commitments. The 
3.5-litre naturally aspirated XJR-14 took 
pole by 2.5 seconds at the Suzuka opener, 
only to be let down in the race by starter 
motor failure. But Jaguar bounced back 
at Monza. This time the gap to the rest 
was 4s and Brundle finished both first 
and second, sharing the winning car 
with Derek Warwick and the runner- 
up with Teo Fabi. 

“The car was so fast,” says Brundle. 
“The whole car was a venturi from behind 
the driver and it wasn’t overpowered 
with the Ford HB engine. You could do 
ridiculous things with it. I remember at 
Monza on a wet track being on slicks, 
watching the rooster tail out the back, 
and the car was just stuck to the road. 

An extraordinary car.” 

He rates his Silverstone performance 
in the BRDC Empire Trophy as his finest. 
A broken throttle cable cost him nine 
minutes, or six laps. He then drove the #3 
XJR-14 solo, smashing the lap record at the 
reconfigured circuit. Brundle finished 


McKLEIN 


third, four laps down on the winning 
sister car of Warwick/Fabi and three laps 
behind the second-paced Mercedes of Karl 
Wendlinger and Michael Schumacher, 
having repeatedly overtaken the field. 

“Sportscars seemed to suit my driving 
style,” says Brundle. “I always felt 
invincible in them, whereas I didn’t in 
a formula car, for some reason. I think 
they tended to have a touch more 
understeer and you really had to boss 
them. I always had confidence in them. 
When you feel confident in a car that’s 
got lots of downforce you can get 
some incredible speed going.” 

Away from his own racing career, 
Brundle has driven many machines 
through his television work. “I’ve driven 
70 F1 cars now and the one that stands out 
is the 2008 McLaren,” says the 65-year-old 
of the MP4-23. “I don’t think I’ve ever 
experienced a car, other than the 1991 
Jag, that said, ‘Come on, let’s go, throw 
everything at me because I can handle it. 
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F1 season review 


Contrary to 
expectations, 
Verstappen did not 
have things all 
his own way 
in 2024 


A SEASON THAT DELIVERED 
MUCH MORE THAN EXPECTED 
- ON AND OFF THE TRACK 


What a season that was. But, unlike 

in 2021, the twist came way back at 

the beginning of this latest Formula 1 
campaign, with Red Bull’s dramatic fall. 
From dominator to losing the lucrative 
constructors’ crown. 

Max Verstappen was a worthy 
champion once again, the Dutchman 
producing his best F1 performances and 
pairing those highs with days smartly 
focused on bagging points. That all 
made the uphill task for McLaren/Lando 
Norris harder, but it cannot be denied 
that the biggest stumbling block to 
their task was how the MCL38 began 
the year as far inferior to the RB20. 

Still, it’s tantalising to wonder how the 
outcome might have been different had 
Verstappen been offered battle from the 
off in Bahrain. He did, after all, crack 
when the pressure was high in Austria, 
Hungary and Mexico. And yet he also 
produced one of F1’s best wet-weather 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 
Grand Prix Editor 


alex.kalinauckas@autosport.com 


drives when truly up against it in Brazil. 

Ferrari and Mercedes threatened 
and delivered at various points, but 
also eased Verstappen’s path by 
splitting the points haul across 
many rivals this term. 

We cover all the big 2024 storylines 
in this dedicated guide, with the sheer 
scale of topics itself a talking point. 
From the Christian Horner scandal 
through all the FIA debacles and drivers 
heading to pastures new at the end of 
this longest of F1 seasons - this was not 
the campaign many were expecting. 

All things point towards an even 
better 2025, which we’re marking with 
a new form of Autosport magazine too, 
as we and the championship celebrate 
75 historic years. 

Here’s to all that and much more besides. 


|\ WA Vidin wiles 
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F1 season review 


Verstappen tops F1's 
year of surprises 


A fourth consecutive crown for Red Bull’s ace, but his troubled journey 


to the title couldn’t have been more different to the serenity of 2023 


Bahrain GP 

1 Verstappen 2 Perez 3 Sainz 

Verstappen dominates from pole, with Leclerc’s 
Ferrari dropping behind Russell while battling 
brake issues. Sainz also battles past his team- 
mate. Perez undercuts Leclerc, passes Russell but 
falls back from Verstappen, while Sainz repasses 
Leclerc savagely, then gets Russell and pressures 
Perez. Leclerc repasses Russell late on for fourth as 
Verstappen gets biggest Bahrain victory margin. 
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Saudi Arabian GP 

1 Verstappen 2 Perez 3 Leclerc 

Verstappen wins again, with Stroll’s early crash 
removing any strategy contest as the leaders all pit 
for durable hard tyres, Perez using DRS to pass 
Leclerc for second. Norris and Hamilton stay out 
under the safety car and hope for another, but are 
overhauled by the Red Bulls. Verstappen’s win 
margin is exacerbated by Perez’s penalty for 
leaving his pitbox with Alonso bearing down. 


Australian GP 

1 Sainz 2 Leclerc 3 Norris 

Polesitter Verstappen is hampered by right-rear 
brake problem from the off, with Sainz flashing past 
on lap two. The Red Bull retires with brake aflame. 
Leclerc and Piastri undercut Norris at pitstops as 
Sainz dominates, with McLaren swapping its cars 
in the middle stint. Norris threatens Leclerc but the 
Monegasque’s earlier second stop and better 
hard-tyre final stint preserves Ferrari’s 1-2. 


he 2024 Formula 1 season was a glorious 
surprise, bursting at the seams with 
intrigue from pre-season right until 
its final laps in Abu Dhabi. The best 
drivers again delivered stunning highs - 
some scaling new peaks from crests 
others already couldn't get near. The 
teams continued to innovate even in 
this era of prescribed car design regulations. Controversy 
reigned from start to finish. 


The shock multi-team victory battle 

While wandering down the Miami Grand Prix pitlane in the 
shadow of the Hard Rock stadium, it was worth pausing at 
McLaren’s area of the pitwall. There was an air of excitement 
overhanging the team. Its pitstop crew was preparing to drill 
with Lando Norris’s MCL38. The car looked very different now - 
10 chassis areas had been upgraded; more sophisticated in 
every area. Was it a winner at last? 

While Oscar Piastri had triumphed in the 2023 Qatar sprint race, 
he was still early in only his second campaign at the top level. 
Norris was still searching for the maiden grand prix victory lost in 
that savage Sochi rainstorm nearly three years earlier. And yet... 

Norris had absolutely flown in sprint qualifying for the third 
Miami GP. But the switch to soft tyres had clearly created 
something awry for his upgraded machine. It was now so 
fast that it could knock the fragile Pirelli rubber out of the 
performance window on this scorching, technical track. 

That left Norris at the mercy of a sprint race start shunt, while 
in main race qualifying he underwhelmed, and Piastri looked like 
McLaren’s best hope after the exchanges in the GP. The mid-race 
safety car changed everything. Norris converted his major gain 
into that breakthrough victory. “We needed to provide him with 
winning material,” McLaren team boss Andrea Stella said 
afterwards. “And as soon as we did it, he achieved it.” 

Norris might have doubled up next time out at Imola were it not 
for one inevitably immoveable object: Max Verstappen in a Red 
Bull in the lead at this wonderfully old-school venue - back after 
the terrible floods in the Emilia-Romagna region the previous year. 

When the leaders had switched to the hard tyres, Norris initially 
came under considerable pressure from Charles Leclerc’s Ferrari. 
But, foreshadowing the Prancing Horse’s season overall, Leclerc’s 
promise rose and fell dramatically. Now Norris charged, erasing a 
seven-second gap to Verstappen as the MCL38 gelled its lighter fuel 
load with the harder rubber and suddenly looked class-leading. 


The story of 2024 
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Norris scored his first F1 
season kicked up a gear 


Verstappen, feeling he was suddenly “driving on ice”, grappled 
to keep his Red Bull ahead. It was all very Imola 2005 or 2006, 
but in the end Verstappen held on to win a race mere mortals 
would surely have lost. 

“It didn’t work at all for the hard tyres,’ Verstappen said after 
pairing a night-time sim racing win with this victory. “So, this 
is something that we need to understand and analyse.” 

Next time out at Monaco, the season’s main narrative took a 
pause. Here, Ferrari was on kerb-riding ground loved by its SF-24, 
and with Leclerc back on the street circuit territory where he so 
thrives, albeit often suffers poor fortune. 

Leclerc stormed to pole and dominated a disrupted race, finally 
ending the ‘home race’ curse narrative he said he “never believed 
in” anyway. Piastri was an excellent second, with Carlos Sainz 
third as Norris and his points haul paid the price for his 0.118s 
qualifying gap to his team-mate. 

As another different team was doing the winning, Verstappen 
was sixth - a direct result of his wallstrike at Ste Devote in Q3. He 
blamed this on “pushing flat out” with a “super-tricky” car package 
he felt was no better on bumps and kerbs than his 2022-23 cars. 

After it had swept to a record-setting 22 wins from 23 races the 
year before - a “rod for our own back”, as Red Bull team boss 
Christian Horner later claimed - this time there really was 
the prospect of a challenge in the title race. At this stage 
Leclerc was closest, but Norris was surging. 

Canada, next up, highlighted how it was indeed McLaren that 
was the true challenger. Ferrari’s weekend was undone first for 
Leclerc by a surprise qualifying struggle, then when the 
Monegasque’s engine lost 80bhp early in a wet-dry thriller. >> 


Japanese GP Chinese GP 


Miami GP 


1 Verstappen 2 Perez 3 Sainz 

Perez pushes Verstappen hard in long practice 
runs and qualifying, but the Dutchman finds a 
critical edge to pull clear in the race - around two 


starts due to Ricciardo/Albon crash during the first. 


Red flag setting adjustments aid Verstappen as 
temperatures climb, with Leclerc one-stopping 
ahead of Norris’s early third place, once Perez has 
repassed after the McLaren’s first-stop undercut. 


1 Verstappen 2 Norris 3 Perez 

Verstappen rises to win the sprint, with polesitter 
Norris going off. Verstappen shoots clear after 
Alonso passes Perez at the GP start, before the 
Aston Martin fades. Norris and Leclerc commit to 
one-stoppers before gaining from the VSC/safety 
car when Bottas stops. With Red Bull on two stops, 
Verstappen is safe, but Perez is trapped in fourth. 
He eventually gets Leclerc but fails to catch Norris. 


1 Norris 2 Verstappen 3 Leclerc 

Verstappen dominates sprint, with Norris 
eliminated in a Turn 1 tangle. Verstappen leads GP 
early on after Perez’s Turn 1 gaffe, which restores 
Leclerc’s second and Piastri gets third. Piastri 
passes Leclerc, while Verstappen goes off and 
damages his floor. They all pit and Norris runs 
long. Magnussen biff on Sargeant causes a safety 
car, which means Norris wins at last. 
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5. 
Home joy at last for 


Leclerc as he savoured 


Verstappen ended up winning a race polesitter George Russell 
had commanded early on, his Mercedes showing its prowess in 
cool conditions. There were errors from all the leaders, and 
McLaren missed a small window to get Norris another win 
on the final switch to slicks, after he’d this time encountered 
misfortune with the timing of the safety car. 

“It’s nice to be so close once again,” Norris nevertheless 
reflected. “We'll keep fighting.” 

In Spain, further narratives intertwined. Here, with Norris 
having surged to a brilliant second F1 career pole, the start 
undid the British driver. On the long run down to the Circuit 
de Barcelona-Catalunya’s first corner, Norris did as he’d vowed 
late in 2023 and fought Verstappen hard despite their enduring 
friendship, squeezing Verstappen towards the pitwall. But both 
were passed by Russell's even better getaway. Verstappen’s 
brilliance was demonstrated by his quick passing of Russell 
to lead home Norris. “We had just enough in hand,” 

Horner said afterwards. 

That Spanish GP start began something of a trend for Norris, 
while McLaren’s mistakes continued at the British GP and were 
surrounded by even bigger ones from Verstappen in both Austria 
and Hungary. In the former, he and Red Bull reprised their 2023 
form in crushing the opposition by 0.4s in GP qualifying, while 
Norris had been furious with himself in allowing Verstappen space 
to repass for the lead in the sprint and Piastri had piled past too. 
Verstappen then looked in complete control at Red Bull's home 
race until the second and final round of pitstops. Here, a slow 
left-rear change meant much of his previous near-7s lead was 
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~ Russell leads Verstappen 
in Canada, but the Red 
Bull took the victory 


almost fully erased. Norris had already been gaining while 
running the harder rubber that, by now, it was clear that the 
McLaren MCL38 loved and the Red Bull RB20 struggled on. 

Norris was naughty in abusing track limits in his frantic chase 
- and he wasn’t innocent in the battle that subsequently unfolded 
- but it was Verstappen who squeezed the McLaren on the outside 
line at the sharply uphill Turn 3 and was subsequently penalised 
when they finally collided. Both picked up punctures, but 
Verstappen got double lucky: while he made it back to the 
pits and would finish fifth, Norris took no further part. 

“[Verstappen’s aggressive tactics] have come back today because 
they were not addressed properly in the past when there was some 
fights with Lewis [Hamilton in 2021] that needed to be punished in 
a harsher way,” a furious but still analytical Stella said afterwards. 

At Silverstone, Mercedes again starred in temperatures nearly 
15C cooler than in Austria the week before, with Russell again on 
pole and Hamilton alongside him on the front row. In a dry-wet- 
dry thriller, Hamilton took an emotional first win since the Saudi 
Arabian GP in December 2021, while McLaren made two critical 
strategy errors that wrecked its mid-race 1-2 and Verstappen 
rallied to reclaim second. 


Race by Race 


Verstappen 2 Norris 3 Leclerc Leclerc 2 Piastri 


Verstappen pulls away, with Norris forced to pit 


Sainz 
Leclerc takes an emotional first home win after 


Verstappen 2 Norris 3 Russell 
Russell leads soaking start, with Norris falling 


early to thwart a Leclerc undercut. Norris is initially 
confused by pace on hard tyres, with Verstappen 
gaining again and Leclerc swarming, before 
steering settings changes help him improve. 
Leclerc errs and falls back, while Norris erases 

all of Verstappen’s lead as the Red Bull loses 

tyre temperature. But Verstappen prevails. 
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Verstappen’s Q3 wallstrike, with Norris outdone by 
Piastri and Sainz. Leclerc aces the start, after which 
Perez’s massive crash causes a stoppage and 
restores Sainz to third after his touch with Piastri. 
Leclerc nails the restart. Ferrari controls the 

pace in processional race to stop Norris from 
pitting ahead of the distant Russell. 


adrift of Verstappen before roaring back. He passes 
both and shoots to a 10s gap. Then Sargeant’s 
crash brings out safety car and Norris pits too late. 
Verstappen leads the restart, Norris tries a slicks 
switch overcut that gets Russell but only fleetingly 
Verstappen. Norris and Russell make errors. 
Verstappen escapes after second safety car. 


In Hungary, McLaren mistakes and Verstappen’s own errors 
interwove. Norris started on pole ahead of Piastri, with Verstappen 
(who would again stay up late sim racing this weekend) livid that 
Red Bull’s major downforce-adding upgrade (which did away with 
the high-waisted, drag-saving cooling gulleys it had run to this 
point) had not made it clearly class-leading. 

In the race, things erupted at the first corner, when another 
so-so start second phase for Norris meant Piastri attacked and got 
ahead at Turn 1. Here, Verstappen aggressively charged, then 
passed Norris by taking to the run-off on the outside. 

Red Bull decided it was better to let Norris past, with Verstappen 
blasting this and his subsequent strategy as he fell behind 
Hamilton and then clattered him on the approach to Turn 1. 

This turned a likely third into fifth, but again Verstappen was 
fortunate that things weren't worse, the RB20 impressively 
robust in its survival as it slammed back to earth. 

Up front, Norris had given McLaren a very public problem 
in deciding not to quickly pull over and hand Piastri back the 
lead after undercutting him at the pitstops in order to cover off 
Hamilton's early second service. Norris’s engineer Will Joseph 
pleaded with his charge to play the long game, saying at one stage 


FERRARO 


The story of 2024 


Old friends Verstappen 
and Norris came together 
in Austrian clash 


“you're going to need Oscar and you're going to need the team” - 
a long team orders saga was suddenly erupting. 

The second McLaren was well behind as Norris’s enduring, 
although reduced this year, tyre management superiority came to 
bear. But after he eventually pulled over, neither driver looked 
happy with Piastri’s maiden GP triumph. “I guess Lando was 
trying to make the point,” Stella said afterwards. 

Before things could simmer over the summer break, F1 headed 
back to Spa and returned the Red Bull RB20 to its preferred, 
fast-corner, high-speed setting. Verstappen was again stunning in 
the wet qualifying, but for the second year in succession (and third 
overall) ceded the pole to Leclerc. This was because the engine 
he'd been using back in Montreal in FP2 had suffered an energy 
recovery issue and so his parts pool needed widening. Again, 

Spa was the best place to take the grid penalty. 

The closing up of the F1 field of late was really highlighted in 
this contest, which Mercedes dominated, again benefiting from 
coolish temperatures and a track with long straights. Hamilton 
battled ahead of Leclerc from starting third - Sergio Perez’s second 
place starting position was an immediate irrelevance - and then 
was in command on the conventional two-stopper. 

But Russell was suddenly a factor on a surprise one-stopper and 
he cycled to the lead. In the pack behind, Verstappen rapidly rose 
from starting 11th and, despite Red Bull’s pace advantage being so 
reduced, at least beat Norris, who'd made two more significant 
early errors. The result changed when Russell was disqualified for 
his car and driver weight combination being 1.5kg too light, which 
handed Hamilton his 84th and final Mercedes F1 win. >> 


Spanish GP Austrian GP 
1 Verstappen 2 Norris 3 Hamilton 
Polesitter Norris squeezes Verstappen, but 
Russell’s outside run to first means the McLaren 
exits Turn 1 third. Verstappen fights past Russell, 
with Norris stuck until Russell pits and he runs 
long. Norris uses his medium life offset to pass 
Sainz, Hamilton and Russell, and closes on 
Verstappen. He does so again to be nearby at the 
end, with a slow second pitstop notably costly. 


1 Russell 2 Piastri 3 Sainz 

Where things get ugly. Verstappen wins sprint and 
dominates GP until a slow second pitstop after a 
frustrating stint on hard tyres, with Norris abusing 
track limits to close up. They fight savagely, with 
Verstappen’s squeeze eventually causing contact. 
Norris is eliminated while Verstappen drops to 
fifth. Russell picks up the pieces, after seeing off 
Hamilton early and defying Piastri’s late charge. 


British GP 

1 Hamilton 2 Verstappen 3 Norris 

The race of the season. Russell leads ahead of 
Hamilton, who passes just before the rain. Norris 
shoots past Russell then gets Hamilton, with 
Piastri also rising. McLaren pits Norris first for 
inters, with Verstappen undercutting Russell as 
Piastri falls. At the slicks switch, Norris’s slow stop 
boosts Hamilton. Norris fades on softs to benefit 
Verstappen, while Hamilton hangs on brilliantly. 
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Verstappen runs Norris 
off the track at Austin 


Norris, meanwhile, headed for his holidays feeling he “just 
needed to reset”. When these ended with Verstappen’s home race 
at Zandvoort four weeks later, McLaren unleashed another major 
upgrade package. This added critical front suspension and rear 
wing developments around a minor floor design tweak, and 
with all this Norris blasted to a brilliant pole. 

Yet again, Norris had a poor start, with Verstappen ahead and 
Red Bull buoyed since it felt, in the words of motorsport advisor 
Helmut Marko, that “if he wins the start, we can win the race”. But 
Norris stayed close, then struck and cruised to a 22.9s winning 
margin. “At the moment we don't,” Verstappen replied when 
asked whether Red Bull had a car that could win again in 2024. 

At Monza, the focus was back on McLaren’s team orders (or 
lack thereof), as Piastri’s attack at the second chicane surprised 
polesitter Norris and let Leclerc get ahead into second. Had 
McLaren been clear that there was to be no such battle between 
its two cars, allowing them to run 1-2, then it could have 
contained a brewing threat from Ferrari... 

Leclerc stunned on a one-stop strategy that many teams had 
been considering but were not convinced about due to the recent 
resurfacing of the Italian circuit. The Ferrari man produced a 
metronomic final stint to claim a famous win ahead of the 
again downcast McLaren pair. “So special,” Leclerc said 
after his 33 laps in the 1m23s bracket to win by 2.7s. 

After McLaren issued a somewhat confusing team orders update 
ahead of Baku - Stella saying it would “bias our support to Lando”, 
who insisted he wouldn't simply be handed wins - Piastri and 
Leclerc were again the protagonists. 


Here Verstappen was, amazingly, eclipsed by Perez, who again 
blotted a promising copybook by crashing with Sainz late on. 
Norris, meanwhile, had his hopes dashed by having to lift for a 
yellow flag in Q1. He nevertheless held up Perez to aid Piastri’s 
challenge mid-race when on the contra-strategy, and would take 
a brilliant fourth from starting 15th, passing Verstappen on his 
way up the order. The Dutchman was behind with an “incredibly 
unpredictable and difficult” car he'd called a “monster” in 
finishing a relatively anonymous sixth at Monza. 

Up front, Leclerc dominated initially after claiming a fourth 
straight pole on the streets of the Azerbaijan capital. But Piastri 
erased his lead by stopping first, then dived past, with Leclerc 
assuming he’d get another chance to sneak back ahead. That 
opportunity never came. His many attempts to repass were 
thwarted due to what became one of the year’s many tech spats. 

This was how the McLaren MCL38’s wing slot gap was 
marginally opening with no DRS activated - dubbed a ‘mini-DRS’ 
- to boost top speed. McLaren agreed to modify its wings next time 
out in Singapore and made further changes later at Austin. 

In Singapore, with McLaren having established that its tyre 


Race by Race 


Piastri 2 Norris 3 Hamilton 


Hamilton 2 Piastri 


Leclerc Norris 2 Verstappen 3 Leclerc 


Piastri pounces on polesitter Norris, as Verstappen 
overtakes in Turn 1 run-off, before giving the place 
back to avoid a penalty. Piastri eases clear, with 
Verstappen getting undercut by Hamilton, whose 
threat causes McLaren to pit Norris early and he 
undercuts Piastri. Norris heads clear but is finally 
persuaded to swap back to second. Verstappen 
climbs back before hitting Hamilton. 
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Verstappen rises from engine-change pain to 
undercut Norris and holds him off for fourth. At the 
front, Leclerc leads as Hamilton blasts past Perez. 
He then gets Leclerc with DRS to pull clear. Order 
remains through two stops, but Russell’s surprise 
one-stop gets him ahead to the end. Piastri passes 
Leclerc and pressures Hamilton, who inherits win 
when Russell is excluded for being underweight. 


Norris’s start goes awry, as McLaren gets its tyre 
warm-up procedure wrong and Verstappen blasts 
ahead. But Norris sticks with him, repasses 17 
laps later and heads off for a crushing win, as 
Verstappen’s choice of a bigger rear wing leaves him 
vulnerable. Leclerc undercuts Piastri and Russell, 
then resists the second McLaren when it zooms in 
after passing the Mercedes with a tyre life offset. 
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Early stages in Jeddah. 
Red Bull had an edge that 


proved crucial later 


warm-up procedures were to blame for its earlier start issues, 
Norris bounced back to dominantly win ahead of Verstappen, who 
gained from Piastri and the Ferrari drivers messing up qualifying. 
“A few too many close calls,” said Norris, who nearly lost his lead 
in two small wallstrikes as he continued to push while well ahead. 

The year’s other off-track imbroglios centred on two 
other critical car design areas. The first concerned front 
wings, which appeared to flex a lot more on many cars in 
2024, with the FIA seeming to allow greater tolerance of 
such aero-elasticity. This had been central to Mercedes’ 
post-Monaco gains, with the W15 first getting what technical 
director James Allison said was a “consistent and predictable” 
handling boost. Later, at Austin, Ferrari would introduce an 
identical front wing shape it therefore didn’t have to declare 
as an upgrade, but was also intended to aid the SF-24 in 
this hot-button topic and duly did. 

Ahead of October’s Austin race, a storm on a tea tray unfolded 
when Red Bull was accused of running a trick ride height altering 
device in a spat dubbed ‘Bib-gate’ - using the name for the aero 
part fitted at the front of the floor. The team was later cleared by 


Leclerc 2 Piastri 3 Norris Piastri 


Leclerc 3 Russell 


= Mclaren celebrates its 


5 | first constructors’ 
eee crown since 1998 


the FIA after it inspected the device’s design at Red Bull’s factory 
and concluded it wasn’t used in an illegal manner. Nevertheless, 
the incident highlighted how toxic this season had become. 

More poison was evident out on track at Austin, where 
Verstappen returned to winning ways in the sprint. He then 
shoved polesitter Norris off at the start. This allowed Leclerc 
through to a lead that he would never really lose, with Sainz 
backing him up in second - the Ferrari back to full strength 
after its Barcelona floor upgrade had robbed its drivers of 
confidence and lap time through the mid-season. 

Late on in Texas, Norris and Verstappen clashed controversially 
again. Verstappen turned defence into attack at Turn 12 in a move 
clearly inspired by his defence against Hamilton in Brazil in 2021. 
With both cars off in the run-off, Norris overtook off-track and 
was later penalised, handing third back to Verstappen. 

They clashed yet again the following week in Mexico, where 
McLaren finally unleashed a first major floor upgrade since May’s 
Miami GP, having decided to wait amid the issues all its rivals had 
experienced in this area. Here, Ferrari won again, this time after 
Sainz’s assured qualifying, early repass on Verstappen, then 
smart drive on the low-grip track. 

Norris engaged Verstappen again in Mexico City, and critically 
got his front wheels ahead at the apex of Turn 4, so when his rival 
again went overaggressive in defence on the inside he was 
penalised. By the time that had come through, he had also 
ruthlessly taken Norris off three corners later and so had to 
cop a second 10s addition. “It was not fair, clean racing,” 
said Norris. “He got what he had coming to him.” 
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Norris 2 Verstappen 3 Piastri 


McLaren locks out front row, but Piastri’s surprise 
attack on polesitter Norris at the second chicane 
lets Leclerc grab second. McLaren undercuts Norris 
back ahead of Leclerc at the first pitstops. Norris 
pressures Piastri before they pit again, with 
lessening graining easing Leclerc’s now one-stop 
attempt. He pulls it off with metronomic pace to 
defy Piastri to the end, with Red Bull nowhere. 


Leclerc leads from pole with the title contenders 
absent, while Piastri knackers his medium tyres. 
Perez’s early pitstop nearly jumps Piastri, but he’s 
held up by Norris in the pack. Piastri’s stop and 
out-lap pace erases Leclerc’s lead and then he 
pounces. He defends perfectly, before Leclerc’s 
tyres cry enough. Perez and Sainz attack but take 
each other out and Russell benefits again. 


Norris storms away from pole with lap times so 
strong that Red Bull concedes for the chasing 
Verstappen - boosted by Ferrari’s poor qualifying. 
Norris clips the wall with his front wing before his 
pitstop, but gets away with it and a later wallstrike 
while not enjoying hard tyres as much. With a life 
offset on these, Piastri battles past Hamilton and 
Russell to take third, but can’t catch Verstappen. 
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F1 season review 


Norris had chased after Leclerc to take second behind Sainz, 
with McLaren feeling that his by now familiar late-race pace was 
good enough to win but for his earlier delays in battle. 

In Brazil, Piastri handed Norris the sprint win - after McLaren 
had again seemed to dither, and with the timing of a virtual safety 
car activation drawing ire from Red Bull fans. Verstappen was also 
penalised for trying to jump Piastri before this was fully ended. 

He lined up 17th for the GP after a crash-fest qualifying, but then 
triumphed magnificently, with pass after pass sealing a famous 
wet-weather win. Norris had claimed pole, but another poor start 
meant he trailed Russell for most of the race’s first half, although 
he did get ahead before the red flag that boosted Verstappen and 
his podium-sharing Alpine accompaniments. 

The stage was set for a tense final triple-header to finally see 
who would be crowned champion. Except, of course, it wasn't... 


How Red Bull's early-season dominance 
did the real damage 


The talk about the RB20’s new cooling arrangement didn’t drown 
out the Horner behaviour scandal at the Red Bull season launch, 
and in any case it didn’t turn out to be the first step of the ‘zeropod’ 
design Mercedes had been seduced into trying with the W13 in 
2022. But the early iteration of Red Bull’s challenger continued 

its opposition-crushing 2023 form in the opening rounds. 

The car’s laptimes in testing had been amazing, Verstappen 
starting the three-day stint in Bahrain with the biggest first 
day lead in 11 years. But that betrayed a hint of the reliability 
struggles that would follow, with Perez suffering a brake fire 
and loss of drive in separate incidents. 

Verstappen took excellent wins in Bahrain and Jeddah, plus at 
Suzuka and Shanghai (where he took the first of four 2024 sprint 
wins) - either side of Sainz’s Melbourne win a fortnight on from 
the Spaniard missing the Saudi round due to appendicitis. 
Verstappen’s Australia challenge ended when he suffered 
a brake fire, the first of his reliability gremlins. 

An engine air leak in Mexico practice meant his Brazil start was 
five places lower than it might have been, but he took his refreshed 
power unit to the title a race later in Las Vegas. 

Norris’s challenge had basically been seen off in Verstappen’s 
Interlagos win, as it left him facing a 62-point gap with only 86 left 
up for grabs. Before Miami, Norris had trailed by 52 points. It had 
then gone up and down and he” only closed from the 78-point 
post-Belgian GP difference to 47 after Mexico - all those issues 
adding up to make his always faint title challenge even harder. 


Race by Race 


ni - 


tye.) 
a 
ema au> 


& -.: 
7: 


: 


United States GP Mexican GP 


That a challenge occurred at all was down to McLaren’s Miami 
upgrade gains and Red Bull’s Imola floor upgrade narrowing its 
set-up window. It took until October’s United States GP for a Red 
Bull floor revision to recover some of its lost ground on handling. 

But as Verstappen celebrated a title of which he was immensely 
proud in Sin City - so described because of the off-track issues that 
had blighted Red Bull ever since pre-season - the team was on the 
brink of elimination from the race for the constructors’ crown. 
This was all down to Perez’s poor form. As bad as the handling 
swings got for Verstappen, he still took nine GP wins. Perez, 
meanwhile, returned just 35% of his team-mate’s points haul (his 
lowest in their four years together), missed Q3 on nine occasions, 
and didn’t win once - even when Red Bull needed him to in 
Australia and Belgium. McLaren and Ferrari therefore gleefully 
fought for team glory in the remaining races, once the former 
had forged ahead of Red Bull on points in Baku. 

Mercedes’ pale challenge had also been derailed with a floor 
upgrade going wrong - its coming at Spa in July and proving a 
headache for four rounds until it was abandoned before Singapore 
- and it only won once more. This was Russell’s dominant triumph 
in yet more cool conditions in Vegas. 

Norris gave Piastri his sprint win back with the title pressure 
gone in Qatar, where Verstappen and Russell fell out spectacularly 
over a GP qualifying impeding incident for which the champion 
was penalised. He still won the penultimate event as Norris's 
ongoing hard-tyre prowess was neutralised because he’d failed 
to spot waved double yellow flags for wing mirror debris 
approaching the first corner. As in 2023, punctures were a 
negative topic here, with the latest thinking for what occurred 
on the machines of Hamilton and Sainz attributing this to 
either them striking different debris on badly worn tyres 
or just the high wear level on the demanding layout. 

In Abu Dhabi, McLaren locked out the front row as Verstappen’s 
wild attempt to thwart them with a lower drag rear wing was 
undone by gusts of wind at the Yas Marina track. He then had 
one final McLaren collision and penalty for his clash with 
Piastri at Turn 1, which was really a racing incident. This piled 
pressure on Norris to deliver McLaren's first constructors’ 
title in 26 years, with Sainz swarming for Ferrari and Leclerc 
gaining in the early chaos after lining up 19th due to needing 
an engine battery replacement before FP1. 

But Norris, who'd aced a start at last, soaked up the pressure to 
win. He pulled away decisively again when running harder tyres, 
claiming a fourth season win and with it the prize for his team, 
which now loads expectations for a full-season title tilt in 2025. 


Brazilian GP 


1 Leclerc 2 Sainz 3 Verstappen 

Verstappen wins sprint. At GP start, Verstappen 
divebombs Norris and forces him off, with Leclerc 
getting ahead and winning easily. Sainz reports a 
fuel leak, but chases Verstappen’s second before 
undercutting ahead at the sole round of pitstops. 
Norris runs long, catches Verstappen, gets pushed 
off while attacking/defending and penalised for 
overtaking, with both off-track in farcical scenes. 
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1 Sainz 2 Norris 3 Leclerc 

Verstappen jumps polesitter Sainz at Turn 1, but 
this is paid back following a safety car for an 
Albon/Tsunoda shunt. Sainz gets clear before 
Norris attacks Verstappen, is forced off twice and 
Verstappen penalised twice. Leclerc is elevated to 
second but drops back from Sainz. He’s reeled in 
by Norris before the Ferrari slides off wildly at the 
Peraltada. Norris can’t catch Sainz afterwards. 


1 Verstappen 2 Ocon 3 Gasly 

After McLaren hands Piastri’s sprint win to Norris, 
Verstappen produces a stunning race in rising from 
17th (net 15th) to win soaking GP. Polesitter Norris 
loses out to Russell off the line and gets stuck, 
before finally passing after their pitstops. 
Verstappen and the Alpines staying out before a 
red flag vaults them ahead and the Red Bull dives 
past Ocon to score a famous win, with Gasly third. 


The story of 2024 


How the title was won 


450 
Verstappen’s seven 
400 wins in the first 10 
GPs helped him into 
a 69-point lead over 
Norris, and the gap 
peaked at 84 after 
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BHR SAU AUS JPN CHN MIA_ EMI 


SBLOXHAM 


MCO_ CAN 


McLaren’s improved pace 
allowed Norris to bring the 
deficit down but it never fell 
lower than 44 points in the 
second half of the season, 
the minimum coming after 
the Interlagos sprint race. 


Verstappen 437 


Norris 374 
Leclerc 356 


Piastri 292 
Sainz 290 


Russell 245 


Hamilton 223 


Perez 152 


Perez’s woes for much of the campaign are underlined 
by his scoring 103 of his 152 total points (68%) in the 
first six events. Over the subsequent 18 GPs he fell 
from second to eighth in the standings, while Mercedes 
duo George Russell and Lewis Hamilton swapped 
twice as they overhauled and surpassed the Mexican. 


ESP AUT GBR HUN BEL NLD ITA _ AZE 


SGP USA MEX BRA LV 


QAT ARE 


Las Vegas GP 

1 Russell 2 Hamilton 3 Sainz 

Russell dominates from pole after seeing off big 
start gainer Leclerc, who hurts his medium tyres 
and drops back. Verstappen rises to second in first 
stint but falls back on the hards as Hamilton really 
rises. Fifth ahead of the distant Norris is enough to 
seal Verstappen’s title, while Hamilton reaches 
second, and Sainz’s ruthlessness when Leclerc 
exits his second stop nets third. 


Qatar GP 

1 Verstappen 2 Leclerc 3 Piastri 

Norris pays Piastri back for his Interlagos help by 
gifting the sprint win. In the main race, Verstappen 
and Norris power past polesitter Russell and race 
clear. They pit under a safety car called for debris, 
which Norris hasn’t lifted for and Verstappen has. 
The McLaren is penalised, leaving Verstappen to 
win and safety car pitstop gainer Leclerc to inherit 
second ahead of Piastri. 


Abu Dhabi GP 

1 Norris 2 Sainz 3 Leclerc 

Norris leads away from pole ahead of Piastri, who 
is knocked out of contention by Verstappen’s late 
Turn 1 lunge. Sainz chases Norris all race, falling a 
small chunk back in the first stint before halving 
the gap at the sole pitstops. The gap holds, then 
Norris pulls clear to win and seal McLaren’s 
constructors’ title. First lap clashes aid Leclerc’s 
stunning rise to third after starting 19th. 
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F1 season review 


kik 


Autosport’s top 10 
F1 drivers of 2024 


While certain legends lost their lustre in 2024, other challengers came 


of age this year, taking the fight to Max Verstappen as best they could 


Fernando Alonso 


Vv DOWN 7 


Some might question Alonso’s appearance 
among the top 10 drivers this season. But, 
the more you consider his drives, the more 
his inclusion makes sense. The evergreen 
Spaniard’s year was significantly front- 
loaded, to the extent that 33 of his 70 points 
were scored in the opening six rounds. 

The problem Alonso faced was a car that, 
with each passing upgrade, became more 
difficult to handle. The Aston Martin AMR24 
was not the hoped-for step up from the 
podium-contending 2023 car, though there 
were at least strong qualifying showings 
early on. For example, Alonso qualified 
fourth in Jeddah and third in China but 
regressed to fifth and seventh in the races. 
Then, after a series of updates at Imola in 
May made the car harder to drive, the Aston 
Martins started to fall off the pace altogether. 
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But disregarding his occasional penchant 
for self-aggrandisement, Alonso largely 
made the best of it. Finishing sixth in 
Canada was a clear highlight as the year 
started to become increasingly difficult for 
the Silverstone squad. Although Aston 
Martin has had the fifth-fastest car overall 
per the season’s supertimes, the early 
rounds skew this; in later races, the AMR24 
was towards the bottom of those rankings. 

Seventh in Qatar also showed Alonso at 
his canny best, using the safety car to drop 
the hard tyres after a single lap and put 
Carlos Sainz under pressure. 

He had a very clear advantage over Lance 
Stroll too, leading his team-mate 19-5 in 
the qualifying head-to-head and 70-24 in 
points. That might not be saying much, but 
it’s anonetheless significant margin. JBL 


Jake Boxall-Legge and Alex Kalinauckas 


PHOTOGRAPHY MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


GALLOWAY 


Lewis Hamilton 


This represents Hamilton’s lowest ever Autosport 
F1 drivers’ ranking and highlights how 2024 was 
not the Mercedes farewell either side was targeting 
after the revelation of his shock move to Ferrari. 

But at least Hamilton got back to winning ways 
in 2024. He did so brilliantly, while acknowledging 
the knock to his confidence that the winless streak 
had meant. His record-extending Silverstone 
victory showed how valuable his tyre management 
prowess remains — he was able to see off 
Verstappen even with less durable rubber. 

Two races later, the Belgian GP again showed 
how good Hamilton remains. He beat team-mate 
George Russell by a healthy 0.35 seconds in 
qualifying, then was comfortably the best on the 
orthodox two-stop strategy. All at a track where 
ultimate driving talent will shine through. 

But 2024 was far from a vintage campaign and 
it ends with questions about how far from his 
performance peak Hamilton now sits. Much of the 
doubt stems from his regular inability to pair good 
practice and race performances with the best 
qualifying results possible for the W15. This led to 
conspiracy theories, not helped by Hamilton’s 
disingenuous Monaco front wing comments. 

Hamilton was still unable to replicate his old 
form in this generation of cars. His class-leading, 
late-braking touch was seemingly underdone with 
tyres that don’t work best when overstressed, 
while the bouncing effect of this era’s aerodynamic 
platforms robbed him of confidence. 

All this combined into that awful Austin mistake 
and his underperformances elsewhere - most 
visibly in the Brazilian rain (with Russell also better 
in the wet in Montreal). His Qatar start and pitlane 
errors were shocking for a driver of his calibre. 

A fresh start is coming - and perhaps that’s 
exactly what Hamilton needs. 
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g Nico Hulkenberg 
AUP 2 


Under new management, Haas turned a 
corner this season. Armed with a much 
more consistent car, Nico Hulkenberg was 
able to blend last year’s qualifying heroics 
with some scintillating race performances 
against more heralded rival teams. He was 
the driving force for much of the year 
behind Haas’s bid to clinch sixth in the 
constructors’ championship. 

Hulkenberg was able to benefit from 
Kevin Magnussen’s aggressive approach to 
a support role at times; the Dane’s hold-up 
play brought Hulkenberg his first point of 
the year in Jeddah. The German was also 
assisted in the Miami sprint, as Magnussen 
took liberties in keeping Hamilton behind. 

But the two sixth-place finishes in 
Austria and at Silverstone rank among 
Hulkenberg’s best. The Sauber-bound racer 


capitalised on Haas developments to give 
the team a significant boost versus its rivals. 

Had he not been disqualified in Brazil for 
receiving assistance from the marshals to 
free himself from a drain, Hulkenberg might 
have managed six points-paying rounds ina 
row. He didn’t enjoy qualifying highs such 
as his 2023 Canadian GP front row (that 
never was) but two sixth places on the grid 
at Silverstone and in Singapore were the 
peaks of his semi-regular Q3 appearances in 
2024 - unless you count his brilliant fourth 
in Abu Dhabi, which he lost due toa 
pitlane-exit infringement. 

Since coming back to F1, the Rhinelander 
has reinvigorated his career at Haas, 
although joining Sauber is a significant 
gamble as he throws his lot in with Audi’s 
works entity for 2025 and beyond. 
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SUTTON 


Pierre Gasly 
= RE-ENTRY 


It was a real zero-to-hero ride for Gasly in 2024. 
Initial hopes of building on a reasonable 2023 
were dashed by Alpine’s overweight A524 and 
further behind-the-scenes wrangling. 

When the car was poor, Esteban Ocon held a 
minor advantage in qualifying. He also scored the 
team’s first point of the year in Miami. Then the 
weight came off the car and Gasly started to hit new 
heights. He led the way over Ocon for the rest of the 
year. After surviving a near-terminal assault by his 
team-mate in Monaco, Gasly finished 10th and 
then collected more valuable points over the next 
three rounds - he finished ninth in Canada and 
Spain, crucially ahead of Ocon on both occasions. 

Ninth at Zandvoort was another stellar result, 
particularly since Gasly had broken into Q3 after 
Ocon had fallen out at the first hurdle. It was Ocon 
who claimed the lion’s share of accolades for 
finishing second in Brazil but, as Alpine continued 
improvements over the latter stages of the year, 
Gasly capitalised where Ocon could not. Qualifying 
third in Las Vegas, despite the deficit of his 
Renault powertrain, represented Gasly at 
the peak of his powers. It was a shame that 
the engine let him down in the race. 

The campaign was a clear demonstration of 
why Alpine has chosen to back Gasly over Ocon 
for the future. He understands the value of pulling 
the team around him, rallying the troops ahead 
of the race with encouraging radio soundbites, 
and working with his side of the garage. This 
was the backdrop to his results continuing to 
improve as the season went on. 

In a reprise of the senior role he held at 
AlphaTauri a couple of years ago, Gasly will 
be called upon to help Alpine’s Australian 
newcomer Jack Doohan settle in as a race 
driver at the team in 2025. 
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Oscar Piastri 
AUP 3 


It’s easy to forget that the deadpan 
Australian has only just completed his 
second season of F1. Aseries of exquisite 
drives in 2024 demonstrated why many 
consider him a future champion. So too 
did his clear step forward on the tyre 
management heavy-handedness that 
occasionally led him astray last year. 

The flapping over team orders in Hungary 
wasn’t the ideal way to claim a first grand prix 
win, but Piastri took the situation in good 
grace. His win in Baku was more satisfying: 
he absorbed ladles of pressure from Charles 
Leclerc and had just about seen off the 
Ferrari before the race-ending VSC. 

He put McLaren team-mate Lando Norris 
under pressure at times, too, sometimes 
to the detriment of the Briton’s attempt to 
mount a title charge - remember the Monza 


move that skirted the team’s Papaya 
Rules enforcement? He knows the value 
of the team game - underlined by his 
Brazil sprint swap to give Norris an extra 
point - but wants more of those calls 

to benefit him next year. 

The occasional weekends where Piastri 
goes missing need to be stamped out if he’s 
to become McLaren’s number one. Spain, 
Singapore and Mexico come to mind in that 
regard. He also needed Norris’s help to stay 
in touching distance to be given the Qatar 
sprint, was well off his team-mate in the race, 
and got beaten in Abu Dhabi qualifying. 

You can bet Piastri will break into 2025 
with the training wheels off. If his next 
McLaren is competitive, expect him to reel 
off a few more wins - and maybe, if he plays 
his cards right, a title charge... 


PMAUGER 


George Russell 
AUP 3 


Another driver to come out on the wrong 
side of a narrow split with the driver ahead, 
with Russell matching Carlos Sainz (and 
Piastri, also in the mix of our debate for 
positions four to six) on two wins - though 
he lost another to disqualification. 

That lost Spa win highlighted how 
confident Russell is these days, seizing on 
the unexpected one-stopper with aplomb 
and keeping his tyres in good enough state 
to defy a charging Hamilton. That said, the 
rubber lost in this run played a part in the 
disqualification. Russell knew he was light 
ahead of the race. 

Missing perfection at other times also 
spoiled occasions where bigger results were 
possible, such as those Canada mistakes 
and losing the start against Verstappen in 
Qatar. Russell also ended up slipping 


behind Hamilton when the rain fell before 
his retirement at Silverstone. 

Overall, however, he produced the far 
stronger campaign of the two Mercedes 
drivers, even amid the team’s big 
fluctuations in car performance. Russell's 
ability to nail the tyre preparation challenge 
better than Hamilton was key to his 24-6 
(all sessions) qualifying record. 

That also resulted in his best weekend of 
the year: a win from pole in Las Vegas. Ona 
track where the W15’s ability to get its tyres 
up to temperature fast and its best ride 
heights could be accessed without 
compromise, Russell nailed qualifying and 
was assured in the race, seeing off Leclerc’s 
early challenge, then disappearing. 

He'll lead Mercedes next year - and his 
2024 experience will be very handy. 


Carlos Sainz 
AUP3 


You’d always expect Sainz to be one of Formula 1’s 
most solid performers, but it seemed that losing 
his Ferrari seat to Hamilton added a little bit of 
edge to his racing chops. He had an axe to grind; 

it wasn’t born out of brooding resentment, but 
rather a determination to prove to Ferrari that 

it had made the wrong call for 2025. 

There were setbacks, but Sainz bounced back 
from each one. He responded to losing his 2025 
seat on the eve of the season with a podium in 
Bahrain. Then, after missing Jeddah due to 
appendicitis, he won the Australian Grand Prix. 

He largely played second fiddle to Leclerc 
during the meat of the season, although perhaps 
dealt with Ferrari’s low-point weekends in Austria 
and at Silverstone with a little more ease than his 
team-mate. Leclerc’s non-scores in both GPs came 
as the Prancing Horse grappled with missteps with 
its floor development, but Sainz smoothed things 
over with his runs to the points. 

When Ferrari got its game together, Sainz was 
ostensibly in Leclerc’s wheeltracks, although 
never particularly far away from his team-mate. 
And, in the case of the Mexican GP weekend, 
Sainz arguably delivered the most dominant 
of his four F1 victories. 

The Spaniard can be pleased with the way he 
signed off from his four years with Ferrari, and 
now has the task of helping Williams with its 
grand ambitions to return to the front of the 
field. With 2025 likely to be a gruelling challenge, 
Sainz managed to achieve success this year - 
while he still could. 
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Lando Norris 


A brilliant breakthrough year. The resilience 
needed to from being winless in F1 wins to a 
first championship challenge in one season 

is not always appreciated as it should be. 

This could be seen in a shift in Norris’s 
demeanour as the year progressed, his effusive, 
happy-go-lucky attitude stiffening as the questions 
about his title chances multiplied. This is not to 
denigrate, but it was notable how something like 
relief came through Norris’s words after Max 
Verstappen’s Brazilian GP win basically assured 
the McLaren man’s championship defeat. 

His relentless self-criticism was back in 2024, 
but this clearly works for him. He just needs to 
channel that into eliminating mistakes next year. 

The critical error factor is what puts him behind 
Charles Leclerc in our ranking: his total was nearly 
double the Ferrari driver’s. You can slice the 
blunders various ways, with McLaren’s own 
mistakes a factor in Norris’s at times, but 
our count has Norris on 21 to Leclerc’s 12. 

While he feels “I’ve closed off my quali laps” and 
against the clock he’s been “almost twice as good 
as | was last year”, the error count included 
qualifying slips that cost grid spots in Bahrain and 
the Brazil sprint. Then there were the poor starts in 
China, at Spa and in Brazil, the odd wallstrikes 
when dominating in Singapore, missing the waved 
yellow flags in Qatar, and several more examples. 

But in addition to his commanding 
performances to win in Miami (with safety car 
assistance), Zandvoort, Singapore and Abu Dhabi, 
Norris showed he can adapt and improve, even 
under the title pressure Leclerc never had. See 
how he learned to get his wheels fractionally in 
front of Verstappen’s inevitable inside-line defence 
in Mexico, earning his rival a penalty instead of one 
for himself, as had been the case at Austin. 

Norris’s season turns a slightly paler shade of 
gold compared to his rivals ahead here, but he 
should be extremely proud nevertheless. 


GALLOWAY 
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Oh what might have been but for Ferrari 
making the SF-24 unpredictable with 
high-speed corner bouncing mid-season! 
McLaren not making its car worse for Norris 
is one of several factors that separate the 
drivers behind Max Verstappen here. 

Leclerc also had to deal with a team-mate 
almost at his performance level and with no 
incentive to give anything other than no 
quarter in intra-team fights. His many 
battles with Sainz also highlight how closely 
they were matched. Indeed, Sainz started 
the year better overall, with Leclerc 
struggling to nail the axle-balancing needs 
on tyre preparation early on. But he adapted 
well enough to end the year with a 17-12 
qualifying record (all sessions) over Sainz 
and took three more poles (boosted by 
Verstappen’s Spa engine penalty), with 
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2 Charles Leclerc 
AUP4 


his Monaco and Baku laps stunning. 

Leclerc made fewer mistakes than Norris 
overall, but what also boosted his ranking 
was his excellent racecraft. His Turn 1 pass 
on Russell in China was breathtaking, while 
he also got to work well at Silverstone and 
in Singapore, not to mention his opening 
lap in Abu Dhabi. But he also defended so 
brilliantly at times - think holding off Piastri 
at Zandvoort and in Qatar. 

As the only driver to offer resistance to 
Verstappen resistance in his Brazil rise, 
having also shone well in their dry sprint 
battle, this boosts Leclerc’s ranking too. And 
around all this were the three wonderfully 
judged victories, with his 33 laps in the same 
lap time bracket to win on the shock Monza 
one-stopper showing that he’s far from 
being a one-trick qualifying pony. 
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Max Verstappen 
Lando Norris 
Fernando Alonso 
Lewis Hamilton 
Alex Albon 
Charles Leclerc 
Carlos Sainz 
George Russell 
Oscar Piastri 
Nico Hulkenberg 
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Not his best year, but one in which he 
produced his highest peaks yet. His 
efforts clearly made the difference 
around Red Bull’s various missteps. 

Of those highs, Brazil is the most 
obvious, but there’s a strong 
argument that Imola and Qatar were 
even better. In these, Verstappen 
had to be faultless to win against 
a charging Norris. His nous in the 
latter race highlighted how he’s 
across all the tiny details required 
to be achampion. 

On these, Red Bull insiders speak 
of how Verstappen has upped his 
efforts away from the track 
considerably this term, visiting the 
factory more often to try to fix the 
RB20’s problems. These centred on 
how its balance would often change 
dramatically from session to session, 
meaning Verstappen was often 
suddenly grappling with the 
understeer he detests while 
elsewhere battling oversteer too wild 
even for his style of steering a car’s 
rear in on the brakes at high speed. 
The car also had a narrow tyre 
temperature range, which made 
Verstappen’s qualifying harder at 
times, in turn compromising his 
pace as races wore on and harder 
compounds were used. 

Team-mate Sergio Perez had been 
struggling with Red Bull’s through- 
corner balance swings for a long 
time, but the opposition finally 
stepping up meant Verstappen’s 
higher level also became exposed 
when he had to take the car to its 
limits. And when that happened, 
mistakes occurred. 

There was Verstappen’s Monaco 
Q3 crash at Ste Devote, which 
confined him to a sixth-place start 
and finishing in the same place. But 
then there was also his Silverstone 
Q1 off at Copse, which damaged his 
floor. Baku represented his worst 
weekend of the season, with Perez 
back to relative form and showing 
Red Bull was a contender. 
Verstappen blamed a particular 


Max Verstappen 
NO CHANGE 


set-up choice on that occasion, but 
these don’t happen in isolation. 

When the pressure was on this 
year, there was a two-way split in 
how Verstappen would react. Imola 
and Qatar showed how he could 
deliver his very best, yet they came 
at times of the year when it either 
seemed like the title was already 
wrapped up or actually was after 
that Las Vegas celebration. 

In between, with Norris and 
McLaren surging, he did crack on 
multiple occasions. In Austria, his 
anger at Red Bull blowing his 
well-won lead was clear. He collided 
with his rival and got lucky that 
Norris came off worse. In Hungary, 
his reaction to Red Bull’s higher- 
downforce upgrade still not fixing 
its car’s ills came out in his overly 
feisty performance there. The 
outcome of his latest Hamilton 
collision could have been worse. 

He also cynically used F1’s racing 
rules when the battle with Norris 
was at its fiercest - twice fortunate 
to get away with running his rival 
off at Austin and then going too far 
when Norris adjusted in Mexico. 
Verstappen has since acknowledged 
that he was only exploiting a poorly 
written part of the guidelines - one 
which is expected to change for 2025. 
But this all harms his reputation 
in some quarters. 

Ranged against that are the solid 
success statistics, which for 
Verstappen this year are boosted by 
nine up to 63 GP wins (with a further 
four sprints), eight more poles in his 
new total of 40, and of course four 
world titles. That he secured the top 
feat while dealing with being pulled 
across two sides of Red Bull’s 
management war, which also 
involved his father, underlines how 
focused Verstappen was in 2024. 

He also maximised his points 
many times in a way Norris couldn't. 
A Schrodinger’s season for 
Verstappen then. Concurrently 
his best and not his best. 
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Your top drivers of F1 2024 


Lando Norris 
Charles Leclerc 
Max Verstappen 
Oscar Piastri 
Carlos Sainz 
George Russell 
Nico Hulkenberg 
Lewis Hamilton 
Pierre Gasly 
Fernando Alonso 
Franco Colapinto 
Liam Lawson 
Alex Albon 

Yuki Tsunoda 

Kevin Magnussen 
Esteban Ocon 
Valtteri Bottas 
Daniel Ricciardo 
Zhou Guanyu 
Lance Stroll 

Sergio Perez 
Logan Sargeant 


Comparing our scores to the reader votes over this year’s campaign 


Kevin Turner 


Excludes Ollie Bearman (7.5 over three races) and Jack Doohan (4.9 over one). 


Charles Leclerc 


Autosport scores each of the 
Formula 1 drivers out of 10 
for every grand prix, based 
on the weekend as a whole, 
not just the race. We also 
ask Autosport Plus readers 
on autosport.com for their 
equivalent scores. 

The lists on this page show 
the average scores for each 
driver across the 2024 season. 
Where two drivers get the 
same average, the order is 
decided by best individual 
scores. For example, Charles 
Leclerc and Lando Norris both 
scored 183 out of a possible 
240 (an average of 7.875) in 
our list but the Ferrari star 
takes first on the basis of two 
10/10s (for the Monaco and 
Italian GPs), whereas the 
McLaren driver’s Abu Dhabi 
10 was his only maximum. 

The final order of 
Autosport’s averages does 
not completely match our 
final top 10 on the previous 
pages. That’s because the 
averages count all races as 
equal, whereas in reality 
some races — for example 
in the closing stages of a 


Lando Norris 7.9 
Max Verstappen 7.6 
George Russel 7.3 

Oscar Piastri 7.2 

Carlos Sainz 7.0 


title contest - will be more 
important than others and 
deserve more weighting, 
such as Max Verstappen’s 


Pierre Gasly 

Nico Hulkenberg 
Lewis Hamilton 
Liam Lawson 
Franco Colapinto 
Fernando Alonso 
Esteban Ocon 
Yuki Tsunoda 
Alex Albon 

Kevin Magnussen 
Valtteri Bottas 
Daniel Ricciardo 
Zhou Guanyu 
Lance Stroll 
Sergio Perez 
Logan Sargeant 


Excludes Ollie Bearman (7.7 over three races) and Jack Doohan (5.0 over one). 


Brazilian GP victory. Similarly, 
factors not known at the time 
of the original scores, such 

as Car issues, sometimes 
come to light later and are 
factored into our end-of- 
season assessment. 

The Autosport and reader 
lists are similar; the scores are 
usually within a point of each 
other. Norris narrowly tops 
the reader vote, while George 
Russell was rated only sixth, as 
opposed to fourth in our list. 
Interestingly, Alpine drivers 
Pierre Gasly and Esteban 
Ocon both did notably worse 
in the reader rankings. 
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The technical 
battlegrounds of F1 2024 


F1 took a positive step in 2024 as in-season developments made 


a real difference and allowed the pecking order to evolve 


Giorgio Piola and Jake Boxall-Legge 


The idea of converging technical 
prowess among the top teams was 
long sold as F1’s land of milk and 
honey, a utopia where multiple squads 
could compete for victories. And, in 
2024, it happened at last. But not right 
away - Red Bull appeared to have 
taken another step forward at the start 
of the season. What would it take for the rest to catch up? 

As it turned out, McLaren’s Miami GP upgrade in May and 
Ferrari’s improved race pace were key aspects, as was Red 
Bull’s regression on balance, a slide that translated to a streak 
of 10 races without a win. There were even times when 
Mercedes was ahead, albeit with greater inconsistency versus 
its top-four rivals. Despite its start, then, Red Bull was 
not only challenged for victories on a regular basis but 
at times struggled to guarantee itself even podiums. 

The progress by McLaren and Ferrari through the season, 
allied to their significantly smaller power imbalances 
between drivers, ensured that they could dethrone Red 
Bull from the teams’ title despite the hefty early points deficit. 

Mercedes’ inconsistency was too great to shuffle Red Bull 
down to fourth, as it blew hot and cold in line with marginal 
changes in conditions. It therefore ploughed a lonely furrow, 


After its precipitous rise through the order over 2023, 
McLaren hoped to find the trajectory needed to 
start winning races in 2024, although the early 
season iteration of the MCL38 was arguably 
the third or fourth-best car. There were 
similarities to its predecessor, albeit with a 
revised ‘overbite’ sidepod inlet and 
revised front suspension. It could at least 
challenge for podiums in the opening 

period of the season. 

Then came the Miami update, a wide- 
ranging package detailing a new front wing, 
suspension, floor, rear wing and bodywork - 
particularly around the sidepod -to 
accelerate the team’s performance. And, albeit with 
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while Aston Martin did not make the inroads to the top four 
that it had anticipated after an impressive 2023. Instead, the 
Silverstone squad’s developments did nothing to stop it 
sinking into the recesses of the midfield battle. Only its 
early points haul from the start of the year kept the team 
ahead of the battle over sixth in the championship. 

This was a hotly contested arena, seemingly a two-way fight 
between Haas and RB until Alpine threw itself into the mix 
with its Brazil double podium. Haas greatly improved from its 
2023 woes, having spent testing focusing on tyre management 
and basing its upgrades around that data into the season. RB, 
for its part, benefited from a greater relationship with the 
lead Red Bull team, and its continual evolution of last year’s 
car bore fruit in the early part of 2024. 

Alpine began the year with its car overweight but, under 
the new technical leadership of David Sanchez, slowly began 
to shed some pounds and tack on the downforce - something 
that carried the Enstone team above the accident-prone 
Williams. The latter’s FW46 also suffered from weight issues 
at the start of the year, but the car at least improved more 
over the season versus the Saubers mired at the bottom of 
the order - at least until the very end. Here’s a look at how 
each of the teams developed over 2024, with the help of 
illustrations from Giorgio Piola. 


the summer, but McLaren did not include this as part 
of its Zandvoort package of upgrades. Instead, it 
waited until Mexico in October to introduce 
it, although August’s Dutch GP push did 
include a revised floor edge wing, 

along with new suspension fairings 
and front brake scoops. 

McLaren’s rear-wing experiments 
included a novel approach to the 
beam wing, featuring a cambered 
lower element and a raised, low 
angle-of-attack upper element, all to 

get the DRS working more effectively. 
The team had also experimented 
with a ‘mini-DRS’, introducing further 
intrigue and irritation in the flexing wing 
debates over 2024. We'll get to that shortly... 


a little help from the safety car, it got McLaren back 
onto the top step of the podium. 

The Miami approach was in line with the 
other upgrades introduced by McLaren, in 
that the engineers elected to spend more 
time verifying that the parts worked 
before including them in a larger 
package, rather than drip-feeding 
them through the year. 

The greater level of performance 
McLaren experienced after Miami put 
it in the title hunt but, aside from a new 
front wing in Austria [2] and a few 
different specification rear wings, it 
held off from bringing anything else 
major before the summer. 

A new floor had been in the works throughout 
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During pre-season testing and at the Bahrain opener, 
it appeared that Red Bull’s RB20 was set to successfully 3 a 
preserve the considerable lead the team had enjoyed in y «a [Fett # 
2023. A 0.3-second advantage was cited by the other teams (fq 
in the early stages of the year, leaving a hefty margin to 
overcome. But, while the likes of Ferrari and McLaren 
found development room in their 2024 machines, 
Red Bull struggled to find a way in - and slipped back. 
Red Bull was coy with its sidepod design at launch time, 
keeping the inlet position conspicuously hidden. The 
high-sided engine cover, reminiscent of Mercedes’ W14, 
suggested that the RB20 might later be equipped with 
its own zero-pod solution. Instead, the team had opted 
for an overbite sidepod shape [1], with the inlets 
recessed into the heavy undercut. 
At April’s Japanese GP, the team 
added another inlet to each flank of 
the cockpit sides [2], and an Imola 
package of a new front wing and 
floor was intended to contain 
the improving McLaren. 
However, this made the car 
much more difficult to set up; 
Max Verstappen struggled 
through that weekend until 


the team finally got the car in the right window in qualifying. 

Mercedes technical director James Allison suggested Red 

Bull’s new parts were downgrades, although this could 

scarcely stop Red Bull from winning in the European 

leg of the season. The RB20 was a touch erratic in 
the low-speed corners and, for Hungary in July, the 
team introduced a new body kit that disposed of the 
cannon-like cooling outlets [3]. Red Bull stated that, 
although the upgrades had worked, they delivered 
nothing like the gains expected. 

After a dismal weekend at Monza, Red Bull made 
the decision to scrap the development path it had 
planned. Fixing an unstable rear end had worsened the 
situation at the front, with Verstappen frequently finding 
he had no bite on the brakes. A small floor upgrade meant to 
redress the balance of the car arrived for Baku in September, 
and this was continued with revisions to the floor and 
bodywork at Austin [4]. This put Verstappen back in victory 
contention but, with Sergio Perez’s underperformance, the 
constructors’ title was long gone. 
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Ferrari had closed out the 2023 season with the second- 
best car. At the opening of 2024, the Prancing Horse had 
preserved that place in the pecking order. Off-season 
work on the team’s tyre management had given it a 
boost in race trim, although qualifying performance 
took a small hit in recompense. 

Ferrari sought to build on its solid early-season 
performance with a wide-ranging set of upgrades at 
Imola in May: there were new front and rear wings, 
along with a suspension package, floor and bodywork 
to raise the SF-24’s performance level. The team also 
adopted the overbite sidepod inlet, allowing it to 
create a P-shaped aperture to open up its cooling 
closer to the car’s centreline [1], a cobra-like 
winglet next to the halo that remained on the 
car throughout the rest of the season. 

These changes helped Charles Leclerc win in Monaco, 
but the next step caused Ferrari to falter somewhat at 
Barcelona. A new floor taken to the Spanish GP proved to 
be a problematic upgrade [2]. Although it produced the 
expected uptick in downforce, it also exacerbated the car’s 
proneness to bouncing in high-speed corners, and so 
created inconsistent tyre grip at a vital part of the circuit. 

This forced the team to roll back to the Imola-spec floor 
after just two races, but at least it managed to fast-track a 
course correction for Hungary. This set the tone for the 
developments over the summer break, and Ferrari got 
another new floor together for Monza, featuring a different 
distribution of floor fences [3]. It gave the team renewed 
vigour in the constructors’ championship, allowing it to take 


the fight to McLaren into the final round. 
This was followed by a new front wing at September’s 
Singapore GP [4], and it has been suggested that this new 


wing took advantage of the clarification on flexi-wings 
from the FIA. Although the car still displayed a weakness 
in high-speed corners, the bouncing woes had been 
largely mitigated overall. 

Perhaps figuring that the reversal of its Barcelona package 
was a job well done, Ferrari subsequently wrapped up its 
2024 development to plant its full focus on next year. 
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2024’s technical controversies 


A furore over flexible aerodynamic parts seems to occur 
at least every other season, as engineers seek to skirt the 
boundaries of legality and derive an advantage. Flexing wings 
are an effective way of doing this. If a wing can be smaller in 
certain situations, then this can deliver a much more efficient 
trade-off between drag and downforce. In 2024, there were 
two separate instances of flexi-wing controversy, and each 
ended in different outcomes. 
There were few indications that anybody was truly on the 
edge of the regulations until the FIA issued a clarification 
over the front wing designs of Mercedes and McLaren. It is 
understood that Ferrari and Red Bull were behind the query. 
Although the wings had passed the flex tests set out by the 
FIA, Ferrari and Red Bull were concerned by the level to which 
the wings were moving under load, reducing straightline drag. 
While the FIA stated that it was not looking to ban anything 
in 2024, it installed additional cameras from the Belgian GP 
in July to track the movement of each team’s wing as an 


information-gathering exercise - using dots [1] on the 
endplates to demarcate the focal points and assess movement. 

As the FIA declared itself satisfied that there was no 
wrong-doing, Ferrari seemed to get in on the act. Although 
the team did not declare a new front wing for the US GP, it 
was understood that the team had worked on increasing the 
flexibility of its existing design. Regardless, the situation 
seemed to calm down after the FIA’ clarification. 

That said, another flexi-wing storm came - and, very 
quickly, went - during the Azerbaijan GP in September. In 
Oscar Piastri’s sterling defence against Charles Leclerc for 
victory, the reverse-facing onboard cameras on the McLaren 
appeared to show its rear-wing slot gap opening slightly [2a] as 
soon as the Australian got onto the 2.2km (1.4-mile) Neftchilar 
Avenue section. This had passed the FIA's deflection tests, but 


Mercedes battles with its sensitive beast 


When Mercedes came out of the blocks in 2024, it was evident 
that the team had buried the last remaining hallmarks of its 
zero-pod experiments across 2022 and 2023. The Brackley 
squad had in fact devised more conventional sidepods as 
early as last year’s Monaco GP, but these had been limited 

by the car’s architecture. 

Perhaps the most striking thing about the all-new W15 was 
its early season front wing, which featured the four mandated 
elements but with a twist in the central section. Between the 
flap adjuster inserts, Mercedes had produced a wing with a 
chord length of about a centimetre [4a], purely to satisfy the 
four-element rule. This was done to take load out of the central 
section to balance the car with the rear end, but also with an 
almost-detached outer wing to theoretically generate vorticity. 

The front suspension was also modular in design [5], 
allowing the team to change the inclination of the 
rear leg of the front wishbones. 

The team needed time to get its head 
around the new design philosophy, but it 
seemed to unlock a lot more when it came 
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to the introduction of a new, more conventional front 
wing [4b]. This not only added more peak downforce, again 
balancing the rear thanks to aerodynamic gains with the floor, 
it also allowed the team to explore the bounds of flexibility. 

Mercedes had designed its front wing to help create more 
stable downforce when running the car as low as it could, but 
during the summer schedule encountered two big weaknesses 
with the W15: bumpier circuits and warmer temperatures. 

In cold, wet conditions like this year’s British GP, the car 
worked rather nicely. It also performed well in Belgium, 
although that weekend was a double-edged sword; there was 
George Russell’s disqualification after his victory, but the 
team also had to scrap the floor [6] it had introduced that 
weekend - and did not run in qualifying or the race. 

This floor arguably delivered the expected downforce but 
it hurt the W15’s balance. Instead, the team 
persisted with the older floor and 
introduced a new front wing and 
suspension package at Austin in October 
for its final upgrade package of 2024. 


allowed McLaren to gather a lick of extra speed before the full 
DRS could be opened. Although legal, McLaren was asked to 
change it to ensure it couldn't benefit from it again [2b]. 

Red Bull had a rules furore of its own prior to the US GP. The 
FIA was tipped off that it potentially had an adjustable front 
floor tray [3], or ‘bib’, which theoretically could be changed in 
parc ferme - conferring a more optimal ride height between 
qualifying and the race. Red Bull openly stated that it could 
adjust its bib height, but that it could not be done by the 
drivers in the cockpit. It demonstrated that the only way 
to do so was with a socket on a long pole. 

A later FIA inspection of Red Bull's factory cleared the team 
of having used it under parc ferme conditions and, although it 
admitted it could not check retroactively, the governing body 
considered the case closed. 


Technical analysis 
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The rest of the field 


Aston Martin finished well clear of the hotly contested 
battle for sixth in the championship, but this was 
purely down to its early-season form. Few, if any, of 
its upgrades over 2024 made a real difference to the 
car. Rather, the reasonable form with which the team 
had opened the year - there were points in the 
opening seven races - ebbed away as its development 
curve escalated [7]. Aerodynamic changes to the 
sidepods in Japan and a new front wing introduced 
for Imola offered little except making the car 

more difficult to handle. 

By comparison, Haas enjoyed 
a season in which the majority 
of its upgrades worked - a stark 
contrast to 2023. Detail changes 
to its sidepod design [8], where 
it implemented the overbite 
sidepod inlets introduced by 
McLaren and Red Bull, helped 
inject further performance 
at Silverstone in July. 

RB was up against Haas and, later, Alpine in the 
battle over sixth in the constructors’ championship. 
But its challenge was interrupted when its Barcelona- 
spec floor did not deliver the gains expected, forcing 
the team to roll back on its design. 

Alpine made considerable gains 
into the top-six battle with 
a series of late-season 
upgrades. A new floor in 
Las Vegas in November 
gave the car a considerable 
performance boost, 
enhanced in Qatar with a 
new nose [9] and front wing 
combination. Williams also took 
advantage of a new floor at Zandvoort [10], which gave 
the team a slender chance of beating Alpine before the 
French team’s double podium in Brazil, while Sauber 
also moved things forward with its own new floor 
in Las Vegas, which gave the team an 
estimated three tenths in lap time. 


For more on all 

F1 technical 
developments go 
to autosport.com 
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Hamilton's tough 
Mercedes swansong 


After announcing his 2025 Ferrari move at the start of this year, Lewis Hamilton’s 


last season at Mercedes was not the farewell campaign he hoped for 


Jonathan Noble 
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Hamilton had few 


reasons to celebrate 1 . 
in 2024, so when good lW 
days came he made (" 
sure to enjoy them 2 
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rom the moment when Lewis Hamilton sat 
down on the sofa in the front room of Toto 
Wolff’s house in Oxford in late January, to 
tell his boss he was leaving for Ferrari at 
the end of the season, he knew it was going 
to be an emotionally difficult year. As 
Hamilton would remark when the curtain 
finally came down on it all in Abu Dhabi, 

it was akin to telling your spouse you wanted a divorce, but then 

having to live together in the same house for a whole year. 

At times in 2024 you could sense the awkwardness of it all. The 
loneliness of being the person about to walk out the door mixed 
with paranoia about not having the kind of full support that had 
been there in the past. And this was in spite of Mercedes not 
shutting Hamilton out of any of the regular engineering meetings 
he had always been a part of - even if he was not involved in 
some of the chats regarding 2025 later on in the year. 

The seven-time world champion admits that it was hard to deal 
with the mental challenges that had been thrown at him. “I 
anticipated it would be difficult, but massively underestimated how 
difficult it would be,” he acknowledges. “It was straining on the 
relationship very early on. It took time for people to get past it. 
And then just for my own self, it’s been a very emotional year 
for me. I think I’ve not been at my best in handling and 
dealing with those emotions.” 

Piled on top of the mental challenges of the situation was a 
season during which Hamilton found a Mercedes W15 he did not 
get on with particularly well - in contrast to team-mate George 
Russell, who was better able to deal with its quirks. 

And while the pair were often evenly matched on race pace, 
Hamilton found it much harder to equal his team-mate on 
Saturdays. Over the course of the season, from the 30 qualifying 
sessions in total (six sprint shootouts and 24 main sessions), the 
stats were 24-6 in Russell's favour. It was 19-5 without the sprints. 

It has long been suspected that Hamilton’s driving style — he’s 
brilliantly strong on the brakes - has not been ideal for the current 
generation of ground effect cars, whose super-stiff 
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suspension settings allied to the narrow sidewalls of the 18-inch 
tyres make them much more susceptible to front locking. 

As Wolff said: “I think one of the strengths is always how 
he’s able to brake late, attack the corner. That car can’t take 
it. When you're very strong on the brakes, you need a car 
that’s strong on turning in. Then, when you hit the throttle 
and you need lots of traction and the car is not giving you 
any of that, it’s very difficult to drive around. Then if the 
car slides more and lacks grip, it comes alive.” 

These elements combined meant that when Hamilton 
pushed the Mercedes to its limit in qualifying, he found 
himself unable to extract the full benefit and bite from new 
tyres. He was further hampered by a W15 that suffered from 
low-speed understeer and required drivers to rotate it on the 
throttle more than would be ideal. This is not great for keeping 
a lid on rear tyre temperatures - something that the 2024 
challenger was already struggling with. 

Throw into the mix the fact that the W15 had a narrow set-up 
window, and it all added up to a big challenge. When conditions 
or track characteristics suited it - a cool day at a circuit such 
as Silverstone or Las Vegas, where low-speed turns and traction 
zones aren't so much of a factor - the car flew in Hamilton’s 
hands, especially on race day. 

Ramp up the temperatures and go to a venue such as Interlagos, 
where you need that low-speed rotation but have to keep the rear 
tyres cool, and things fall apart. This above all else explained the 
roller coaster of form that Hamilton endured. 

“Some people have a bigger working window with a car and 
some have a narrower working window in terms of the aero 
package,” explained Hamilton late on in the campaign. “Then 
there’s the tyres. If you look at [Las Vegas], why were we so 
fast? Because we could get the tyres in the window and others 
struggled. Everyone’s facing something different.” 

The car’s difficult-to-explain behaviour characteristics and that 
tricky narrow balance window made it hard to predict whether 
weekends would be good or bad. This, allied to the lack of clear 
answers for why things swung so much, inevitably triggered 
suspicions from Hamilton fans that not all was totally equal 
across both sides of the Mercedes garage. The gap between 
Russell and Hamilton at times seemed abnormal. As Hamilton 
and his crew dug into what was happening and struggled to 
find answers, an element of paranoia took over. 

Feeding into this were team and strategy calls - which were 


— 
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Mercedes farewell 
had many moments 
of dejection — 


often triggered only by the fact that Hamilton had not qualified 
as far forward as he needed to, so being brave was more 
appealing - that did not go his way. 

Whenever circumstances went against Hamilton - such as in 
Belgium, when Mercedes allowed Russell to change strategies and 
pull off a one-stop win (before he was disqualified), or Singapore, 
when Hamilton began the race on soft tyres in a move that proved 
to be a disaster - you could sense the growing frustrations. 

Speaking a few days after Singapore, Hamilton said: “I was a bit 
perplexed by it because, in the past, when we have been in that 
position... normally, if George has qualified well like he normally 
does and I’m out of the top 10, then we will split the strategies. But, 
when we were so close [they lined up third and fourth in Singapore, 


“I was a bit perplexed by it. 
In the past, in that position, 
we would split the strategies. 
I was so angry” 
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with Hamilton ahead], it didn’t make sense to me. I was so angry. 
Already from that moment, I was frustrated and then I tried my 
best to keep up with the guys ahead.” 

There was the Monaco front wing intrigue too, where Hamilton 
expressed some annoyance after qualifying that he had been 
beaten by Russell, who had at his disposal the first of the 
Mercedes squad's new ‘flexi wing’ concepts. 

Hamilton’s Monte Carlo remarks hinted at mystery forces 
at play to hold him back as he emphasised the gains Russell 
had enjoyed from the new front wing. “I don’t anticipate being 
ahead of George in qualifying, particularly this year, but 
we've just got to keep pushing,” he said. 

The reality regarding the front wing was that Hamilton 
had been offered it first, and turned it down because there 
was no spare available - so any crash in qualifying would 
have resulted in a pitlane start. 

The seeds of doubt remained about what was going on at 
Mercedes - and it peaked in the sending of an anonymous 
email, claiming to be from a Mercedes employee, suggesting 
sabotage. Mercedes ultimately found itself in a catch-22 situation; 
the more it denied the talk of conspiracy, the more those 
peddling that idea felt it must be true. 

Wolff lost his patience with it all at times. “I don’t know what 
some of the conspiracy theorists and lunatics think out there,” he 


railed. “[Only] if you don't believe all of that can you believe that we 


want to win the constructors’ world championship. Part of the 
constructors’ world championship is making both cars win. 
So, to all of these mad people out there, get a shrink.” 

Amid a particularly bad spell of races at the end of the year 
- which included Brazil and Qatar - it was obvious that Hamilton 
was worn down by it all and the self-doubt that he sometimes 
carries with him emerged once again. 

In Qatar his comments gathered great traction, after he had 
ended up four tenths adrift of Russell in qualifying, when he 
remarked: “I’m definitely not fast anymore.” 


Yet there were enough good days in 2024 when the car worked for 


him - like that brilliant victory at Silverstone, that charge through 
the field at Vegas and that emotional send-off in Abu Dhabi - to 
show that Hamilton was indeed still fast. 

As he heads to the next chapter of his career, back into the fold 
of an environment where he feels centre stage and with a Ferrari 
challenger that looks to be more balanced than what he has had 
underneath him this year, it would be foolish to write him off. 4¥ 
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Lewis leaves on a low 


Shovlin on Hamilton’s 
2024 struggles 
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Mercedes trackside 
engineering director Andrew 
Shovlin explains why Lewis 
Hamilton has struggled so 
much with the W15 this year: 
“Most of what we’ve been 
doing is just working on the 
car as a whole. The car 
hasn’t been quick enough, 
and that’s been the thing 
that we’ve been trying to 
solve. The car hasn’t been 
easy to get into a nice 
balance window. And 
particularly once you get 
there, keeping it there has 
been a challenge. So that has 
been another thing to solve. 
“Then, beyond all of that, 
Lewis has struggled ona 
single lap. His race pace has 
been there throughout the 
weekend, it’s just that with a 
close grid, you often start a 
few places behind your 
team-mate. Then you’re held 
up and you can’t show what 
you can do. But the read on 
Lewis’s race pace has been 
very good. He showed in 
Vegas that if he has a car that 
works the way he wants, he 
can fight back to the front. 
“The issue for him has 
really just been that when 
you’re trying to extract that 
last tenth or two, it’s been 
difficult in terms of trying to 
avoid brake locking, trying to 
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“His race pace 

has been there 
throughout the 
weekend but Lewis 
has struggled on 

a single lap” 


avoid snaps on exit. 

“The way the team looks 
at that is that we needed to 
give Lewis a car more like the 
one we had in Vegas, where 
it does suit his style, and he 
can do his best work with it. 

“| think these days, a lot of 
itis keeping heat out of the 
rear tyres. If you approach a 
corner in a way that means 
they’re hot, or if you’re 
having to turn the car on 
the throttle, then you will 
struggle with that. 

“You can see that 
ultimately, when the drivers 
really start pushing, that’s 
when you start to get the 
snaps of oversteer on exit. 
And that, on occasion, is an 
area Lewis might suffer 
more than George. 

“You look at all this, but 
the focus for our year has 
been ‘how do we get the car 
the way that Lewis needs it 
to allow him to drive it on 
the limit and not suffer 
those problems?” 


Making sense of sixth: 
— the other title battle of 2024 


There is plenty of money at stake in the constructors’ championship. 
Alpine, RB and Haas all had eyes on grabbing a top-six position this season 
Mark Mann-Bryans 
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he battle for the 2024 constructors’ 
championship was among the most exciting, 
keenly fought contests Formula 1 has seen 
in recent years. But in a sport where cash is 
king, the scrap did not end at the very top. 
Points make prizes for the whole grid, 
and the scrabble for sixth position really 
highlighted how important the team 
rankings are come the end of a hard-fought season. 

Performances on track fluctuated against a backdrop of various 
issues away from the circuit. We saw drivers dropped, sponsorship 
wrangles, leadership changes and double podiums as those teams 
fighting for the minor points positions kept each other honest. 
Alpine ultimately came out on top of a three-way tussle, beating 
Haas by just seven points, with RB a further 12 points behind. 
There were plenty of twists and turns for all three squads, 
which made for enthralling viewing. 

With no major regulation changes for 2025, the trio are likely to 
face another year of rivalry. Which way it goes could translate to 
an eight-figure swing in prize money between teams separated 
by mere tenths of a second. 


Alpine emerges from early blues 

Alpine’s battle on the track came amid change and turmoil away 
from it, with plenty of issues to overcome as it looked to hold 
onto the sixth spot it had secured in 2023. 

Another change in team principal resulted in the installation 
of Oliver Oakes at the helm from August's Dutch Grand Prix 
onwards, a decision largely made by the return of Flavio Briatore. 
The 74-year-old Italian had made a controversial comeback to 
the team as a special advisor, having resigned from the Enstone 
squad in 2009 in the wake of the race-fixing scandal surrounding 
the 2008 Singapore Grand Prix. 

Alpine locked out the back row of the grid in the season-opening 
Bahrain GP and its drivers, Pierre Gasly and Esteban Ocon, clashed 
in Monaco before the year was hit by more upheaval when Renault 
announced plans to pull its Fl engine programme. Protesting staff 
from Renault's Viry-Chatillon factory arrived at the Italian GP 
after Fl’s summer break with banners and T-shirts calling 
(unsuccessfully) for a reversal of the decision. Meanwhile, 
on track, Gasly and Ocon failed to score points from Monza 
to the United States GP - a run of four rounds. 

The fact that the team pitted Ocon in the closing stages at Austin 
to fit fresh soft tyres and send him out to claim the fastest lap, 
thereby stealing a bonus point away from the Williams of Franco 
Colapinto, showed where Alpine's thinking lay heading into the final 
five races of the year. The campaign was saved by a shock double- 
podium in the pouring rain of Interlagos, which resulted in the team 
leapfrogging from ninth to sixth in the constructors’ standings in 
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just one race - a monumental result that was soon followed 
by the announcement that Alpine would become a Mercedes 
customer from 2026, initially using both engines and 
gearboxes. The Brazilian GP weekend would provide 

35 of the team’s eventual points total of 65. 

It wasn't plain sailing from that point on, however, because 
Ocon - whose departure, and subsequent move to Haas for 2025, 
was announced in June - felt that Gasly now had preferential 
treatment. As the relationship between team and driver soured, 
Ocon was dropped for the final race of the year. That allowed 
Alpine to bring in Jack Doohan for his F1 debut in Abu Dhabi, 
rather than having to wait until the start of next season to 
get the Australian behind the wheel in a racing environment. 

While Doohan was unable to contribute any points, Gasly 
enjoyed another strong weekend when he qualified sixth and 
ran as high as third in the race before finishing seventh - more 
than enough to keep Alpine clear of its challengers. 


Haas improves but misses out 


For Haas, 2024 could easily be summed up as ‘so near, yet so far’ 
when its leap forward in performance from the previous season 
came close to clinching sixth place for the Banbury squad. While 
the battle was tight, Haas seemed to be on top even if it could 
never open a meaningful gap over the other suitors for sixth, 
ultimately falling behind after Alpine's brilliant Brazil showing. 

Haas had finished dead last in 2023, scoring just 12 points over the 
course of the year with a car that never provided Nico Hulkenberg 
or Kevin Magnussen with the speed to compete against the rest of 
the field - at least in the races, when the VF-23 ate its tyres. Issues 
with the car were addressed over the winter and coupled with 
upgrades at times during the season. It was a year during which 
Haas - under the command of new team principal Ayao Komatsu, 
who replaced Guenther Steiner before the campaign began - 
joined the fight further up the grid. 

Initial improvements meant Gene Haas opened his chequebook 
and stumped up for additional staff recruitment to keep the 
momentum going as its experienced driving duo set about scoring 
points. Magnussen missed Baku, suspended after collecting 12 
penalty points. Illness also ruled him out in Brazil, meaning Ollie 
Bearman stepped in. The Briton claimed 10th place in Azerbaijan. 

As with its rivals, not everything ran smoothly across the year. 
Haas was unable to depart Zandvoort following the Dutch GP. The 
squad was eventually able to take its cars and equipment to Monza 
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“A shock double-podium in 
the pouring rain of Interlagos 
leapfrogged the team from 
ninth to sixth in just one race” 


after former sponsor Uralkali confirmed receipt of a refund 
payment believed to total $9million and an F1 car. Bailiffs and 
police had visited the team in the Zandvoort pitlane after Uralkali 
went through the courts, claiming that Haas had missed a July 
deadline for the refund of a cancelled sponsorship agreement. 

A 24-race season will always bring highs and lows, and in October 
Haas announced a new technical partnership with Toyota and its 
Gazoo Racing division, with shared knowledge and specialities 
expected to help Haas speed up its development. 

Hulkenberg, whose departure to Sauber was confirmed in April, 
picked up consecutive sixth-place finishes in Austria and at 
Silverstone. He and Magnussen then scored a trickle of points 
before a run of five consecutive points-paying races ended in Brazil. 


* 
Komatsu replaced ™ 
Steiner and Haas , 


fortunes turned 


j; Ricciardo managed © 
= aneighth place 


—_ A sal before being dropped 
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The improvements ultimately weren’t enough for sixth, with a 


three-place grid penalty for Hulkenberg in Abu Dhabi demoting him 


from fourth after an impressive qualifying. He finished eighth in 
the race, while Magnussen’s final outing for the team ended with 
disappointment down in 16th after a clash not of his making. 


RB slips back after initial promise 

The 2024 season for the Red Bull junior operation began with 
another renaming as AlphaTauri made way for the catchily titled 
‘Visa Cash App RB F1 Team’ Shortened to either VCARB or simply 
RB, the new name was heavily criticised by F1 followers as the 
squad set about improving on its previous year, during which 
four drivers had only managed to score a collective 25 points, 
AlphaTauri finishing eighth in the standings as a result. 

Despite that poor year and the fresh look, RB retained the 
driver pairing that had ended 2023. Yuki Tsunoda and Daniel 
Ricciardo remained behind the wheel - for the first 18 rounds 
at least. By that stage, Tsunoda had taken seventh-place finishes 
in Melbourne and Miami, while Ricciardo had only managed 
an eighth in Canada. That said, RB was a consistent points 
threat in the first half of the year. 

Even though the results were modest, both drivers went into 
the summer break hoping to earn a promotion to Red Bull, where 
Sergio Perez’s poor performances meant the Mexican’s position 
had come under threat. But Perez was handed a stay of execution 
and, four races after the restart, Ricciardo was let go by the team 
altogether. This was the result of his own struggles to replicate his 
previous form within the Red Bull stable. 


It was a low point for the team. Ricciardo headed to the Singapore 


GP as a dead man walking, with the decision already having been 


made but with the usually affable Australian unable to announce his 
departure. His sullenness was not helped by a poor race in which he 


ran in last place before what appeared to be a strategic call to help 
parent team Red Bull meant Ricciardo was pitted for soft tyres and 
subsequently set the fastest lap of the race, stealing a point away 
from Max Verstappen’s closest title rival Lando Norris. 

Ricciardo duly left the team the following week and Liam 
Lawson was drafted in for the remaining six races. The New 
Zealander was more than happy to ruffle feathers across the 
Red Bull teams in an attempt to stay in Fl beyond December. 

But despite the change in the cockpit, RB’s season petered 
out badly. Between them, Lawson and Tsunoda took just 
10 points between them across the last four rounds. -¥ 


Performance gains come too 
late for Sauber to kick on 


Most of 2024 was - in more 
ways than one - a pointless 
exercise for Sauber. As the 
de facto backmarkers of 
the year, you could almost 
always count on both Valtteri 
Bottas and Zhou Guanyu 
dropping out in Q1 and then 
settling in for a race that 
promised little and often 
delivered even less. 

On track at least, the team 
is treading water ahead of 
Audi’s arrival in Formula 1 in 
2026. While preparations to 
put the right staff in place 
led to the hiring of Mattia 
Binotto as chief operating 
officer and chief technical 
officer, the former Ferrari 
team boss has already 
conceded that it will take 
years for the Audi project 
to result in Fl success. 

Speaking in September, 
Binotto admitted that the 
Audi project “cannot afford” 
for Sauber to be so far off the 
pace - fitting words given the 
later investment into the 
team from the Qatar 
sovereign wealth fund, 
reported to be worth 
$350million, amid the 
worrying financial waters 
at parent company VW. 

The announcement that 
Nico Hulkenberg would 
return in 2025 came in April, 
meaning Zhou and Bottas 
were scrambling for the one 
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“Zhou Guanyu's 
eighth in Qatar 
saved the team 
from going all 
season without a 
point as in 2014” 


remaining seat for much 

of the year, both ultimately 
losing out to rookie Gabriel 
Bortoleto. Results on track 
did not improve until a 
long-awaited upgrade 
arrived for the Las Vegas 
Grand Prix in November and, 
with just three rounds of the 
championship remaining, 
Sauber was able to finally 
mix it with the midfield. 

The new floor upgrade 
came, as Bottas put it, 
“ironically” late for the 
departing duo, but at least 
it gave the team some hope 
that 2025 will feature further 
improvements, especially 
after Zhou took Sauber’s first 
points of a dismal year when 
he finished eighth in Qatar. 
That saved the team from 
repeating the unwanted feat 
of going all season without a 
point — as it had in 2014 - 
and, with Hulkenberg and 
Bortoleto watching with 
interest, it remains to be 
seen what Sauber can do 
in the last year before 
Audi fully enters F1. 
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In at the deep end 


Young supersubs Oliver Bearman, Franco Colapinto and 


Liam Lawson all made an impression through 2024 


Ben Hunt 


PHOTOGRAPHY MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


he cameos from Ollie Bearman, Franco 
Colapinto and Liam Lawson were an 
undeniable highlight of the Formula 1 
season. They also were a timely reminder 
that, after a winter of no driver changes 
for 2024, there is plenty of young talent 
waiting in the wings. 

Arguably the most impressive, despite 
being limited to just three races, were the performances of 
Bearman. Just four years ago, he was racing karts and it has 
been an astronomical rise up the motorsport ladder, leading 
to his sensational debut in Jeddah for Ferrari. 

The East London-born Ferrari protege received an eleventh- 
hour phone call to deputise for Carlos Sainz, who was suffering 
appendicitis at March’s Saudi Arabian Grand Prix. Bearman, 
who had taken pole position for the Formula 2 race before Sainz 
was sidelined, was hugely impressive as he took it all in his stride, 
despite no preparation, to become the third-youngest driver in 
F1 history while driving for its most-famous team. He showed 
a maturity that was refreshing and reinvigorated a weekend that 
had been overrun by the negativity surrounding the Christian 
Horner investigation and subsequent fallout at Red Bull. 

Bearman qualified 11th and finished in the points, coming home 
in seventh place in the Ferrari SF-24. His performance grabbed the 
headlines in finishing ahead of fellow British drivers Lando Norris 
and Lewis Hamilton, and it was enough to convince Haas team 
principal Ayao Komatsu that he should take Bearman full-time 
into the team next season. Komatsu had already been sufficiently 
won over by Bearman’s attention to detail as well as his speed, but 
it was his composure that impressed, with the Japanese praising 
the youngster’s “maturity” and “ability to understand the bigger 
picture” by working through programmes during his FP1 sessions. 

Bearman was confirmed for 2025 ahead of the British GP, and 
he would get to make his full Haas debut at the Azerbaijan GP 
in September as replacement for Kevin Magnussen, who was 
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penalised with a one-race ban. Unlike his whirlwind spell at 
Ferrari in Jeddah, Bearman was in the Haas for the full weekend. 
He used that experience of the race in Saudi, plus his four FP1 
sessions with Haas, to outqualify team-mate Nico Hulkenberg but 
was upset at a lock-up in Q2, which cost him a chance of qualifying 
in the top 10. In the race, Bearman battled with Hamilton for 

a spot in the points before finishing in 10th place. 

A third opportunity came at the Brazilian GP when Magnussen 
was again sidelined, this time with an illness. Supersub Bearman 
got a call early Friday morning informing him that he would again 
be deputising for the sick Dane. He finished the sprint race in 
14th while, in tricky conditions for Sunday’s race, he finished 
12th after several incidents and a penalty. 

While Bearman’s F1 cameos were unexpected, there was a sense 
of inevitability surrounding the opportunity handed to Colapinto 
at Williams. Logan Sargeant’s position was called into question as 


Verstappen passes 
Lawson in Brazil: 


so, team-mates next? 


early as the third race of the year when the squad handed team- 
mate Alex Albon his car for the Australian GP to replace the one 
Albon had crashed during FP1. Williams boss James Vowles had 
seemingly driven a nail into the American’s F1 career when he 
commented that they were commandeering the car for Albon 
because they “made the call based on our best potential to score 
points”. The writing was on the wall and, after accidents in Japan, 
Miami, Canada and the Netherlands, Williams had seen enough 
- and swapped him for Colapinto. 

The 21-year-old Argentinian therefore called time on an F2 
season in which he had shown glimpses of his ability, such as 
winning the Imola sprint race. He made a solid start in the Italian 
GP at Monza to finish 12th, while in Azerbaijan he scored an 
impressive eighth place. An 11th in Singapore followed by 
a top-10 at Austin earned more plaudits and the suggestion 
within the paddock that he was wanted by Red Bull and Alpine. 


Colapinto stepped in for the 
hapless Sargeant at Williams 
and put himself on the F1 map 
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Star cameos 


As with Bearman’s introduction in Jeddah, Colapinto’s arrival 
gave a liftin the form of some passionate support. Speaking at an 
Autosport Business panel at Austin, Vowles said he wanted to see 
Colapinto on the grid in 2025, even if it could not be with Williams, 
which had already signed Carlos Sainz to partner Albon. 

“The best I can really tell you is we're actively working with 
teams that are interested to try and find the right arrangement that 
helps Franco, that protects Franco as well and protects all parties,” 
said Vowles. “It’s never straightforward between Formula 1 teams, 
because you're fighting on track and you're trying to find a 
solution for a career of a young man. 

“He’s doing an outstanding job on track and as I’ve said from the 
very beginning, earn your position and elements will come your 
way. But beyond there, I think especially when we look at the fact 
he’s a 21-year-old and my responsibility is also towards him and 
making sure we do the right thing, I want to make sure that when 
we have news [we will] come to the world, but there really isn’t 
much to talk about.” 

While Colapinto’s position for 2025 hangs in the balance 
following some recent crashes, Lawson has found himself in the 
box seat to replace underperforming Sergio Perez at Red Bull. 

The New Zealander had bided his time on the sidelines watching 
Daniel Ricciardo underdeliver in the RB week after week until the 
Aussie was taken out of the cockpit after September’s Singapore GP. 

While fans lamented Ricciardo’s exit, at the following race in 
Austin Lawson wasted no time in trying to impress. He received a 
ticking off from Fernando Alonso during the Saturday sprint race, 
with the Aston Martin man referring to him as “an idiot” over his 
team’s radio before some face-to-face confrontation. But Lawson 
is understood to have impressed his paymasters by standing toe 
to toe with the two-time world champion and would not back 
down in their war of words. 

“He said he would screw me,” said Lawson, “and I guess he kept 
his word. He was really upset. I’m not sure why - we were racing 
for P16. Hopefully he can get over it and we'll move forward. >> 
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Williams team principal 
James Vowles looked a 
discombobulated figure 
as he left Las Vegas’s Harry 
Reid International Airport 
following the conclusion 
of the GP. So much so that, 
as he took his place in the 
queue to board the delayed 
flight, he forgot one of his 
items of hand luggage. 

It was of course 
understandable. The horrific 
timing of events in Vegas 
works for nobody and, 
coupled with jetlag, means 
you are only getting 
about four or five hours 
of sleep per day. 

Vowles, who was 
reunited with his bag before 
boarding, had alot on 
his mind after seeing yet 
another huge crash for his 
team when Franco Colapinto 
registered a whopping 50G 
impact - just one of 16 
high-profile crashes of 
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Lawson and Alonso 
fell out in Austin 


Williams and the cost of crashing 


“When you're 

at these sorts 

of numbers, it 
means you're not 
focusing on adding 
performance” 


a season in which they 
only scored 17 points. 

Alex Albon and Colapinto, 
plus the shortened season 
for Logan Sergeant, 
depleted Williams’s budget 
to the point where it was 
required to eat into the 


reserves for the 2025 season. 


Unconfirmed reports 
circulated that the team 
was borrowing parts from 
engine supplier Mercedes 
simply to make it to the 
finish line in Abu Dhabi. 
The strain on Vowles 
was evident when he spoke 
before the penultimate race 
in Qatar: “There’s no doubt 
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about it - | think teams 
aren’t built to take what 
is Six major crashes. 

“Generally speaking, we'll 
hold a stock of parts that’s 
about four, maybe five, of 
each component. That’s 
about where you want to be, 
so it doesn’t take long to 
figure out that once you 
crash five or six of them, 
you’re in trouble.” 

So, is Williams in trouble? 
Potentially yes. It’s no 
coincidence that, as the 
spare parts have run dry, 
Williams failed to score 
points — its last was in Austin 
in October. “We’re trying 
to contain it as much as 
possible to this year so that 
we’re not hurting next year’s 
programme,” Vowles told 
Sky. “But when you’re at 
those sorts of numbers, 
it means you’re not focusing 
on adding performance and 
focusing on the future.” 


Star cameos 


I understand he had a pretty horrible race. But if I did anything 
wrong I'd have got a penalty.” 

At the following race in Mexico, Lawson gave Perez the middle 
finger as they battled and ultimately came to blows on lap 19. 
Red Bull took a dim view of the damage he had caused to the 
local hero’s car, but secretly it is believed that they were happy 
with Lawson's fighting spirit. 

Indeed, perhaps the biggest factor behind his push for a place 
in Red Bull’s senior squad is not his excellent runs at Austin 
and in Brazil, where he finished ninth on both occasions, but 
the fact that he is liked by Max Verstappen and his father Jos. 
Verstappen Sr gushed about Lawson, saying “it seemed logical 
that he is ready to step up”. And if Red Bull wants to keep on 
getting the best out of Verstappen Jr, then keeping him happy 
with a points-scoring number two driver is perhaps the 
best way forward. 


WILLIAMS CRASHES 


AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX 
Albon- crashes heavily at 
Turn7 in practice 


JAPANESE GRAND PRIX 
Sargeant -crashesin practice at Dunlop 
Albon - first-lap accident with Ricciardo 


MIAMI GRAND PRIX 
Sargeant - taken outofGP 
by Magnussen 


CANADIAN GRAND PRIX 
Sargeant - spins out of wet GP and hits wall 
Albon - taken out by Sainz 
spinningin front duringthe GP 


DUTCH GRAND PRIX 
Sargeant - heavy crashin practice 


AZERBAIJAN GRAND PRIX 
Colapinto - hits awallin FP1 


UNITED STATES GRAND PRIX 
Albon-smashes into Ocon 
atthe first corner. 


MEXICAN GRAND PRIX 
Albon-smashesinto Bearman 
during practice 

Albon- collides with Tsunoda atstart 


BRAZILIAN GRAND PRIX 

Colapinto- crashes out of Q2 

atTurn3 

Albon- crashes out of Q3 and misses race 
Colapinto- team’s third crash of the day, 
behind safety car 


LAS VEGAS GRAND PRIX 
Colapinto-50Gsmash in Q2 at Turn 16 


QATAR GRAND PRIX 
Colapinto- tangles onfirstlap with 
Hulkenberg and Ocon 
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Top 10 F2 & F3 drivers of 2024 


Our resident Ipswich Town fan didn’t enjoy many wins in the football, 


but did witness 30 different drivers take victory on the F1 support card 


With 18 different race winners in Formula 2 
and 12 in Formula 3, selecting the top 10 
performers of the year across the two series 
is a far from simple task. Positions in 

the actual points standings were skewed 
massively by reliability problems or getting 
caught up in the incidents of others. With 
that disclaimer out of the way, here are the 
10 drivers who stood out from the pack. 


SUTTON/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


Dino 
Beganovic 
in F3 


The final position was a toss-up between 
Beganovic and Luke Browning, who finished third 
in F3. But this was ultimately decided by how 

the pair performed when they made the step 

up to Formula 2 for the closing events. 

Over two weekends in F2, Ferrari protege 
Beganovic scored 22 points compared to the seven 
Williams junior Browning scored in three. Looking 
at how the pair fared versus their team-mates, 
Beganovic came out on top at DAMS against Jak 
Crawford in three races, while Browning achieved 
this twice at ART against Victor Martins. 

Beganovic’s F3 campaign with Prema Racing 
was blighted with problems, with a collision 
in the sprint and a technical issue from pole in 
the feature setting the tone in Bahrain. But he 
recovered to score a feature win in Australia 
and added a sprint victory at Spa. Next year we 
really will get an accurate reading on the pair as 
Beganovic teams up with Browning at Hitech in F2. 
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Sam Hall 


ED BULL CONTENT POOL 


Arvid Lindblad 


in F3 


Had this list been compiled following 
the Silverstone weekend and Lindblad’s 
sensational double victory on his home soil, 
the Prema driver could well have featured 
in one of the top three positions. He had 
taken four wins from the opening 14 
races and scored points in all but three. 
Lindblad was the man in form and had 
moved himself to second in the standings 
behind only Gabriele Mini. 

But what followed was a complete 
collapse. The Red Bull junior failed to score 
a single point over the final three rounds, 


co 


eventually dropping to fourth in the 
standings. It was a position that could 
have been worse had Christian Mansell 
not endured his own three-race scoreless 
streak as the season came to a close. 

But Lindblad remains on this list due 
to those early peaks. His victory tally was 
unsurpassed in F3, and only equalled in F2 
by that series’ runner-up Isack Hadjar. He 
is still only 17 but will be all too aware that 
he must make a quick start to his rookie 
F2 season with Campos Racing in 2025 in 
order to restore some of the belief in him. 
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8th in F2 


Verschoor seems to have been competing 
in F2 for an eternity. In what was his fourth 
year at this level, the Dutchman improved 
just one place on his 2023 finishing position 
and ended 2024 with just a single win. 

If that doesn’t sound worthy of a top 10 
ranking, consider that he actually took the 
chequered flag to stand on the top step 
of the podium on a further two occasions 
with Trident, but both times he was 
disqualified due to technical infringements. 
In Jeddah, an incorrect throttle map had 
been applied; in Hungary, the rear of his 
plank had suffered excess wear. 

Both of these instances came in sprint 


Richard Verschoor 


races and, while it is likely that he would 
have gained a minor advantage through 
the errors, it should not diminish the job 
he did behind the wheel. In the final 11 
races, directly following his Hungaroring 
disqualification, he finished on the 
podium six times - compared to five 
for champion Gabriel Bortoleto in the 
same period. That was despite jumping 
ship back to his old home at MP Motorsport 
immediately after the sole win that 
counted, in the Baku feature race. 

This is the kind of form that could 
provide the foundation for an overdue 
title push with MP in 2025. 


Supporting cast 


Andrea Kimi 
Antonelli 
6th in F2 


Antonelli arrived in F2 with hype at a level rarely 
seen and, with Lewis Hamilton having already 
confirmed his Mercedes exit, the rookie was 
already being written into an F1 seat before 
turning a wheel. 

After making the leap directly from winning the 
Formula Regional European title, the Italian was 
racing at Prema alongside expected championship 
challenger Ollie Bearman. He showed his class 
even as Prema struggled to get to grips with the 
new Dallara machinery, more often than not 
finishing ahead of Bearman with a series of 
solid if not eye-catching performances. 

The breakthrough came in the Silverstone 
sprint, where Antonelli mastered treacherous 
conditions to score his first win in F2, sparking a 
media frenzy as the blackout that had surrounded 
him was suddenly lifted given his availability in the 
post-race press conference. Undeterred by this 
attention, he backed up the win with victory in 
the Hungarian feature. Had it not been for an 
unspecified illness in Abu Dhabi, he could well 
have cracked the top five in the points standings. 

He proved capable of managing the pressure, 
but things will ramp up exponentially next year as 
he steps into the Mercedes F1 cockpit vacated by 
a driver many consider the greatest of all time. 
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8 Zane Maloney 
4th in F2 


For his second F2 season at the team now 
known as Rodin Motorsport, Maloney thrust 
himself immediately into title contention 
with a double victory in the Bahrain opener. 
He adapted to the new car quicker than 
most and dominated the weekend. 
Although he would not win again before 
moving to Formula E with Lola ahead of the 
Abu Dhabi finale, Maloney kept himself in 
the championship mix until his exit, with 
five further podiums. Had he been able to 


reach those initial heights more often, the 
Barbadian may have placed slightly higher 
in this list but, in what could be considered 
a good way, he was largely anonymous for 
more races than not, calmly bagging points 
without getting involved in shenanigans. 

To finish fourth while missing a round is 
nothing to be sniffed at, and the bravery to 
give up a potential championship-winning 
opportunity to move onto something new 
and very different shows his ambition. 
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Gabriele Mini 
in F3 


Separating the top two F3 drivers this 
season was a near-impossible task given 
how close the battle was on track. In Mini’s 
favour was the fact that he claimed a race 
victory - he won the Monaco feature race, 
just as he did as an F3 rookie in 2023 - 

but ultimately, Leonardo Fornaroli’s 
championship win edged it. 

Had the Prema driver not been 
disqualified from the season-ending race at 
Monza due to running illegal tyre pressures, 
the battle would have been settled at the 
last corner of the final lap of the season. But 


looking at the bigger picture, it’s 

the Hungarian weekend where the 
championship got away from Alpine 
junior Mini. With Lindblad faltering, this 
was the moment for the Sicilian to grab 
the championship by the scruff of the 
neck. Instead, he registered a zero score, 
opening the door to Fornaroli. 

Mini will race for Prema in F2 next year 
and, after scoring a podium on a one-off 
cameo in place of Bearman in Azerbaijan, 
he will be confident of racing towards the 
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front of the pack from the word go in 2025. 


Leonardo Fornaroli 
in F3 


The winless champion. A title is something to be 
applauded, but the nickname that goes with this 
particular accolade is certainly a curious one. 

Unlike drivers such as Lindblad, Fornaroli’s 
season with Trident had no real peaks and 
troughs. He won out through sheer consistency. 
He was one of just two drivers - Beganovic was 
the other - to complete every lap of every race, 
and he failed to score points just twice all year. 
The fact that he only finished second twice and 
had an average finishing position of 6.45 suggests 
this was a title for the solid, not the spectacular. 

But when something special was called for, 
Fornaroli demonstrated his fighting spirit with 
his dive on Christian Mansell at the final corner 
of the season-ending Monza feature race, risking 
allin a do-or-die lunge for championship glory. 
The fact that Mini was later disqualified, meaning 
Fornaroli hadn’t actually needed to make that 
move after all, certainly doesn’t detract from 
the bravery of the move. 

Fornaroli joins Invicta in F2 for 2025, and 
he will certainly need to find a race-winning 
performance or two to emulate Gabriel Bortoleto 
in achieving back-to-back titles. 
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PULSEEIGHT 
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Paul Aron 
in F2 


Aron was possibly the quickest driver on the 
F2 grid this year - he topped qualifying four 
times, and finished on the podium in seven 
of the opening 13 races. Had it not been for 
a mid-season slump with reliability and 
individual errors that meant he lost ground 
to the leading pair, the Estonian could have 
been a candidate for the crown going into 
the decider in Abu Dhabi. 

Like Fornaroli in F3, Aron clung on in the 
title race without scoring a race win. That 
was until a time penalty for Gabriel Bortoleto 
in the Qatar feature race promoted him to 


the top step of the podium. While his 
lingering title hopes were dashed at the 
Abu Dhabi finale, Aron’s exploits were 
enough to convince Alpine to take him on 
as its 2025 F1 reserve and development 
driver, a role served by Jack Doohan 
before his promotion into a race seat. 

Any additional plans for 2025 are yet 
to be revealed. His 2024 team Hitech has 
confirmed its line-up already, and Aron 
didn’t take part in last week’s Abu Dhabi 
test, which is usually an accurate signpost 
to the following season’s F2 grid. 


Isack Hadjar 


in F2 


For Hadjar, this was a season strongly 
reminiscent of fellow Red Bull Junior 
Lindblad’s in F3. His four race wins were 
more than any other F2 driver, and the 
Frenchman appeared to have more than 
one hand on the championship silverware 
when he left Hungary in July with an 
18-point advantage. 

But the Sunday race at the Hungaroring 
had begun a streak of seven races with only 
one score - a win in the Spa feature race. 
Ultimately, this period cost Hadjar the title. 

Looking at the positives, of which there 
are many, Hadjar proved that on his day he 
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was unbeatable. All four of his wins with 
Campos Racing came in feature races, 
and he would have added a fifth but for 
an unfortunately timed virtual safety car 
in Monaco, which gifted Zak O’Sullivan 
victory via an opportunist pitstop and 
left second-placed Hadjar furious. 

Hadjar also displayed admirable 
qualities after stalling at the start of the 
championship-deciding final race. He 
demanded constant updates on how Gabriel 
Bortoleto was faring and refused to give up, 
despite joining the race two laps down. This 
attitude alone can take a driver places. 


Gabriel 
Bortoleto 
in F2 


Winning the F3 and F2 titles back-to-back as a 
rookie in each is no mean feat. The Brazilian 
was unflappable across the F2 season with 
Invicta Racing and was methodical in his 
glide to the top of the table, picking up points 
in all but two of the last 22 races, a feat no 
other driver came close to matching. 

This consistent grind was typical of 
his successful F3 campaign in 2023, where 
steady results beat the occasional spectacular 
performances of his rivals. But this is not to say 
that the McLaren junior was not capable of the 
spectacular, as his stunning last-to-first victory 
in the Monza feature race proved. 

It was from Monza onwards that Bortoleto 
looked to have gained championship-winning 
confidence. After dead-heating(!) for eighth 
with Dennis Hauger in the sprint race, he 
finished all of the season’s remaining seven 
events. This included a win in the Sunday 
race in Italy to add to his feature race 
success at the Red Bull Ring. 

This made Bortoleto the class of the F1 
support field this season. 


_ 


RE 


Zane Maloney, Paul Aron and 
Isack Hadjar all seemed to have a 
few fingers or one full hand on the 
Formula 2 championship trophy 
at various points during the 
season. But their bids all faltered, 
and it was Gabriel Bortoleto 
who finally triumphed. 

The Brazilian had entered the 
year surrounded by a buzz of 
anticipation. He had been 


Gabriel Bortoleto 


- Invicta Racing (right) 2 214.5 
Isack Hadjar 

2 Campos Racing (above) * 192 
Paul Aron 

3 Hitech GP - 163 
Zane Maloney 

a‘ Rodin Motorsport 2 140 
Jak Crawford 

3) DAMS dt 125 
Andrea Kimi 

6 Antonelli 2 113 
Prema Racing 
Victor Martins 

: ART Grand Prix 1 107 
Richard Verschoor 

8 Trident/MP Motorsport 106 

9 Franco Colapinto 1 96 


MP Motorsport 


Joshua Durksen 
10 AIX Racing 7 al 


Formula 2: Bortoleto’s path to the title 


promoted to the F2 grid after 
winning the F3 title in his rookie 
season, had been given a place on 
the McLaren junior programme, 
and is of course part of Fernando 
Alonso’s management stable. 
Following a solid but not 
spectacular start in Bahrain, the 
Invicta Racing driver failed to 
score in the following four races 
although, with reliability issues 
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and getting caught up in the 
incidents of others to blame, 
this did nothing to knock his 
confidence. If anything, it simply 


“From Imola on, he 
never failed to reach 
the chequered flag, 
only twice missing 
out on points” 
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strengthened his resolve. 

Pole position and a maiden 
podium - for second - in the 
Imola feature race proved to be 
the breakthrough moment, and 
came at the start of a run of 10 
consecutive points-scoring 
finishes. From here on, he never 
failed to reach the chequered flag, 
only twice missing out on points. 
This ability to steer clear of 
trouble proved crucial, with 
the bids of Hadjar and Aron 
receiving hammer blows across 
the European phase of the 
season as errors creptin. 

Bortoleto entered the 
final day of the season with 
a 4.5-point lead over Hadjar, 
setting up what was expected 
to be a thrilling last dance. But 
when the Frenchman stalled as 
the lights went out, Bortoleto 
was free to stroke his way to 
the crown in what felt quite 
the anti-climax. 

That race in Abu Dhabi 
provided a taster of what may 
be to come in 2025, witha 
selection of F3 talents stepping 
up for the closing weekends, 
and feature race winner Joshua 
Durksen taking his second 
win of the year. 


Formula 3: Winning the war, not the battles 


After claiming 11th in the 
standings in his rookie F3 season, 
Leonardo Fornaroli entered 

the 2024 campaign as a driver 
expected to feature solidly in the 
points, with perhaps a reversed- 
grid sprint race win. In fact, his 
only notable victory in car racing 
had been a defeat of Ollie 
Bearman at Misano during 

the 2021 Italian F4 season. 

The Bahrain season opener 
played out very much along these 
lines. Fornaroli, staying on for 
another year with Trident, took a 
sprint race podium and seventh 
in the feature. But from that 
moment on, the script changed. 

While Gabriele Mini, Luke 
Browning, Arvid Lindblad and 
nine others climbed to the top 
step of the podium, Fornaroli 
plugged away at things in the 
background, consistently adding 
to his points haul. As his rivals 
suffered troughs to match their 
peaks, the Italian kept going. 

When Fornaroli left Silverstone 
26 points behind leader Mini, and 
with just three rounds remaining, 
few gave him much hope of a 
first title in cars. But over those 
closing weekends, Mini, Browning 
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and Lindblad began to make 
errors or suffer poor luck, and 
remarkably scored points just five 
times between them. Meanwhile, 
Fornaroli stepped up his game 
and, although unable to take that 
elusive race win, he finished on 
the podium in all three feature 
races, scoring 60 points to the 

16 of Browning, 11 of Mini 

and zero of Lindblad. 


While the ultimate 23-point 
margin of victory over Mini looks 
relatively comfortable on paper, 
things had not been so simple on 


“As his rivals suffered 
troughs to match 

the peaks they had 
climbed, the Italian 
simply kept going” 
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Leonardo Fornaroli 
1 Trident (below) 0 153 


Gabriele Mini 


- Prema Racing 1 130 
Luke Browning 

3 Hitech GP (left) 2 128 

4 Arvid Lind blad 4 113 
Prema Racing 
Christian Mansell 

5 ART Grand Prix 0 112 

6 Dino Beganovic 2 109 
Prema Racing 

7 Oliver Goethe 1 94 
Campos Racing 

8 sill Meguetounif > 84 
Trident 
Tim Tramnitz 

9 MP Motorsport : oh 

10 Noel Leon 0 79 


Van Amersfoort Racing 


track, with high levels of tyre 
degradation in the Monza finale 
meaning Fornaroli struggled 

to keep pace for much of the 
duration. It was only when 
Christian Mansell and Mini faced 
their own issues late on that 

he was able to close up and 
make what was at the time 

a title-winning move at the 
final corner of the season. 


The best race drives of 2024 


Jake Boxall-Legge and Alex Kalinauckas 
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Charles Leclerc 
Italian GP 


The scene was set for Lando Norris to carve chunks 
from Max Verstappen’s points lead on what was 
Red Bull’s weakest weekend of 2024, but his 
ambitions were undone and Charles Leclerc’s 
transformed at the second chicane on lap one. 

Oscar Piastri’s surprise attack had polesitter 
Norris’s sister McLaren sideways and Leclerc’s 
Ferrari getting past to run second on the exit. 

McLaren undercut Norris back ahead of Leclerc 
at the first pitstops, by which point Piastri enjoyed 
a3.4-second lead. This had swelled when Leclerc’s 
medium tyres degraded more aggressively as he 
chased the leader in the dirty air. 

Yet as Piastri and Norris pushed on under the 
spectre of potential team orders, Leclerc was aided 
by Monza’s new track surface rubbering up and 
temperatures falling under sudden cloud cover. 
While McLaren was two-stopping, he was going to 
the end on his hard tyres, gaining an 18.5s lead 
over Piastri when the Australian came in fora 
second set of medium rubber just after Norris. 

Piastri came piling back, but Leclerc’s 
metronomic 33 laps in the 1m23s bracket 
provided the critical edge. 
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Japanese GP 


After the first-lap crash between Alex Albon 
and Daniel Ricciardo, Yuki Tsunoda had a 
chance to make amends for losing a couple 
of positions at the initial start among the 
first-lap disorder. He put a move on George 
Russell to move up to ninth, having looked 
lively with soft tyres, although Russell got 


the place back to prompt RB to pit Tsunoda. 


Then came a series of impressive moves, 
the first being on the 13th lap when the 
home hero cruised around the outside 
of Pierre Gasly at Turn 6. 

Tsunoda then got stuck in a train of cars, 
but RB gave him more to play with during a 


=, ‘ 
Yuki Tsunoda 
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subsequent pitstop on lap 22 when he 
followed the cars ahead into changing 
tyres. This was a stroke of magic; RB’s 
mechanics were swift, and Tsunoda 
pounced out of the blocks to clear 
everybody by the pit exit. 

Tsunoda then took huge chunks of time 
out of the long-stinting Nico Hulkenberg; an 
18s gap between the two was closed down 
over the next 10 laps. Hulkenberg defended 
well and closed the door into Turn 3, but 
Tsunoda went around the outside at Turn 6 
again to move up to 10th and claim his 
first Japanese GP point. 


MAUGER 
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vy er ay a Austrian GP 


Nico Hulkenberg’s run to a second sixth 
place in a week last summer wasn’t flawless, 
but its feisty ending earns its place here. 

At the Red Bull Ring, he started ninth and 
ran eighth early on after repassing Esteban 
Ocon, who had steamed ahead at Turn 1. 
Hulkenberg had endured a scrappy sprint 
race, but found a big gain in GP qualifying at 
the first corner, which meant he led Haas 
team-mate Kevin Magnussen for the first 
time all weekend. They ended up together 
on track in the GP, after Hulkenberg’s first 
pitstop was slightly slow and he’d slipped 
off the road at Turn 3 on his out-lap. 

But after both were warned to look after 
their tyres, Hulkenberg rapidly got past his 


team-mate, and homed in on and passed 
Zhou Guanyu, all while showing better 
pace than Sergio Perez. Twice Hulkenberg 
undercut the Red Bull driver - Perez had 
repassed during the second stint - which 
set up a thrilling late fight. 

Ahead of the final lap, Hulkenberg’s wild 
moment at the final corner meant he skated 
his right-rear through the gravel trap leading 
onto the main straight, which gave Perez the 
chance to attack on the outside of Turn 3 
with DRS. Hulkenberg, however, would not 
be denied. He lifted off earlier than Perez 
to ensure he got DRS to swoop back ahead 
in Turn 4, where he also stole to the inside 
to stop any response. 


Lewis Hamilton 
British GP 


The opening half of the season was stuffed full 
of heartwarming moments, including Lewis 
Hamilton’s first Fl win in nearly 1000 days. 

Hamilton worked hard to stay with polesitting 
Mercedes team-mate George Russell early on, even 
while grappling with understeer. When the rain 
came down he pounced, before McLaren pair 
Lando Norris and Oscar Piastri moved to the front. 

McLaren’s reluctance to pit Norris and Piastri 
together got Hamilton back ahead of the Australian 
when the leading runners stopped for intermediate 
tyres. He now chased Norris and closed in as the 
track dried, before seizing the initiative as the first 
of the leaders to take slicks. McLaren then erred 
again in putting Norris onto the soft tyres; Hamilton 
also took softs, but had no choice. 

When Norris slid long on his marks in the pits, 
that eased Hamilton’s undercut, but it was the 
seven-time champion who made the difference. He 
somehow kept his softs alive when the McLaren’s 
faded - and Max Verstappen came charging back 
on hards - for his ninth Silverstone F1 victory. 
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Australian GP 


The sole interloper in Red Bull’s hegemonic 
stranglehold over victories in 2023, Sainz took 
just three rounds to shatter the team’s hopes 
of winning every race this year. You could 
argue that, had Max Verstappen’s right-rear 
brake not caught fire, Sainz’s chances would 
have been much reduced, but Ferrari’s race 
pace was on a par with Red Bull’s that 
weekend and the Spaniard was on the 
offensive from the front row in the early laps. 
He stayed in DRS range of Verstappen and 
breezed around the outside of the Lakeside 
Drive stretch to claim the lead on lap two. 
The Dutchman tried to stay with him, but his 


Carlos Sainz 


brake issue was worsening and a cloud of 
blue smoke precipitated to consign him 
to a first retirement in two years. 

Sainz then immediately began to build an 
advantage, helped by Lando Norris holding 
up Charles Leclerc, and went longer than his 
nearest rivals on the medium tyres to build 
his advantage. His pitstop at the end of lap 
16 kept him over two seconds clear of his 
team-mate, although Leclerc nailed a 
subsequent VSC to put Sainz under 
pressure. But Sainz weathered the 
storm, clinching a controlled and 
commendable win Down Under. 
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Azerbaijan GP 


McLaren’s hand was forced on the 15th lap. Piastri 
was losing ground to polesitter Charles Leclerc, and 
Red Bull attempted to thrust third-placed Sergio 
Perez into the reckoning by pitting him on the 13th 
lap for the hard tyre. Piastri needed two things: 
one, his own stop for hards; and two, the 
out-of-position Norris to hold Perez up. 

Norris did his job over the old town section, 
buying just enough time for Piastri to emerge clear. 
Before the pitstop, Piastri was six seconds down on 
Leclerc but, after the Ferrari responded, the gap 
was just north of a second - with the yet-to-stop 
Alex Albon between them. Piastri cleared Albon a 
lap later, then set to work on Leclerc, getting to 
within DRS range by the end of lap 19. The move 
was perfectly crafted. With a surplus of top speed, 
there were still three tenths between them at the 
braking zone; Piastri bled off the brakes and fired 
his car down the inside. Leclerc turned the screw 
over the next 20 laps, but Piastri soaked up ladles 
of pressure to take his second grand prix win. 
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Max Verstappen 


7m . Brazilian GP 


This will go down as one of the great 
wet-weather drives of F1 history. 
Verstappen’s rise from the teens to 11th at 
the end of the opening lap - including a first 
corner move on team-mate Sergio Perez he 
later claimed not to have even seen - drew 
inevitable comparisons with Ayrton Senna’s 
start at Donington Park in 1993. 

He overcame Lewis Hamilton ina flash 
of spray at the Senna S, and was soon past 
Pierre Gasly and Fernando Alonso - his pass 
on the Aston Martin driver coming at a rare 
hunting ground for the Dutchman: Turn 4. 

It was at Turn 1 where he really shone, with 
the confidence to swoop from far back on 
rival after rival. Only Charles Leclerc offered 
stiff resistance, edging Verstappen wide in 
their battle here, which had the Red Bull 
driver hypocritically calling foul. It didn’t 
matter, the Ferrari soon pitting for more 


intermediate tyres. 

When long-time leaders George Russell 
and Lando Norris pitted a few laps later this 
aided Verstappen’s surge, and he was now 
second behind Esteban Ocon’s Alpine before 
red flags due to Franco Colapinto crashing 
under the safety car, which had been called 
when the rain intensified at half distance. 

Verstappen, who was being dropped by 
Ocon before this, was able to change tyres 
without losing places, as did the Alpine 
driver. A second neutralisation was required 
when Carlos Sainz crashed, and Ocon and 
Verstappen led the pack at each restart. 

At the second, Verstappen dived from so 
far back on Ocon but still seized the lead 
at Turn 1, his rise complete. He then reeled 
off 14 fastest laps to win by a massive 
19.5s, in the process effectively sealing 

the title over Norris. 
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A » Lando Norris 


nooo a Azerbaijan GP 
Norris’s race was something of a coda to 
Piastri’s. Their stories crossed only when 
Norris had to delay Sergio Perez to ensure 
his McLaren team-mate had enough time 
to pit and retain track position. 

An ill-timed yellow flag in qualifying had 
hurt Norris greatly. He had to abandon a lap 
that might have broken him free of Q1 
relegation. A clutch of pitlane starters 
promoted Norris to 15th, and he took a 
contra-strategy, starting on the hard tyre. 

Norris was up to 12th by the end of the 
first lap, but a dice with a wounded Yuki 
Tsunoda and battle with Ollie Bearman cost 
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time - he was down more than 18 seconds 
by the end of lap five. Norris kept plugging 
away on the hards, keeping Perez behind for 
a couple of laps to play the team game, but 
got stuck behind Alex Albon’s rapid-in-a- 
straight-line Williams for perhaps too long. 
Once released, his charge was renewed 
- and his pace was good enough to leapfrog 
a number of cars to sit well within the top 10 
after pitting. Norris then scythed away at 
a 15s gap to Max Verstappen in 12 laps to 
clear the Dutchman for sixth, which was 
converted into fourth after Perez’s late 
clash with Carlos Sainz. 


FERRARO 


GALLOWAY 
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Brazilian GP (2nd) 


This was the race that took Alpine out of a 
fight over eighth-best team and rocketed it 
into contention for a more lucrative sixth. 

After qualifying fourth in the Sao Paulo 
rain, the Frenchman held his spot behind 
the third-placed Yuki Tsunoda, but was 
unable to break down the RB driver’s 
stout defence on the wet track. 

Ocon was unleashed when the leading 
trio of George Russell, Lando Norris and 
Tsunoda made their pitstops; the Alpine 
driver elected to stay out despite the 
worsening conditions, and was up on Max 
Verstappen by over 8s before the safety car 
emerged - upgraded to a red flag when 


Franco Colapinto crashed. 

Undaunted, Ocon retained the lead on 
the eventual restart and began to pull away 
from Verstappen. He was almost 4s to the 
good when Carlos Sainz’s brief tangle with 
the wall brought out another safety car. 
This erased the gap and, on the restart, 
Verstappen seized the moment at Turn 1 
to squeeze past Ocon. 

With team-mate Pierre Gasly behind, 
Ocon held position. Although it wasn’t a 
second F1 win for Ocon, he led home an 
unthinkable 2-3 that ignited Alpine’s 
hitherto miserable season with 
three rounds to go. JBL 


Best race drives 


George Russell 
Las Vegas GP (ist) 


The long-list for this ranking included Russell’s lost 
Spa victory, because his ability to keep his tyres 
alive on the surprise one-stopper and resist Lewis 
Hamilton at the flag was majestic. But he was 
equally assured, better all round - and this 

time legal - in Las Vegas. 

After claiming pole position - Hamilton felt he 
blew it with costly Q3 errors - Russell aced the start 
on the ultra-low-grip track surface in cold conditions, 
and saw off Charles Leclerc’s Turn 1 attack a few 
laps later with aplomb. Russell then raised his pace 
and, on medium tyres, opened a critical 8.0s gap 
to the rest by the first round of pitstops. 

After moving onto the hard tyres, Russell 
continued to command at the front - so dominant 
that he was barely shown on TV cameras. Come 
the final stint, again on the hards, Hamilton’s 
impressive rise from starting 10th to second 
featured the seven-time world champion eating 
into his team-mate’s lead, which had reached 
11.2s. But this plateaued even before Hamilton 
slid off in front of the Sphere and Russell’s 
winning margin ended up as 7.3s. 

“| think we won the race in stint one,” Russell 
said afterwards. “To be honest, stint one was 
exceptional. And | knew from there on in the only 
way we would probably lose the victory is if | 
grained the tyres and opened them up. So, it was 
just a case of managing my pace, managing in 
the right corners and bringing it home.” AK 
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F1 season review 


Turmoil everywhere you look 


After a year of relative calm in F1, things bubbled to the surface 


multiple times in 2024. And they’re not simmering down just yet... 


Ben Hunt 
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nternal conflict that threatened to rip 
Red Bull apart. Jos Verstappen’s poisonous 
row with Christian Horner. Toto Wolff’s 
seemingly endless pursuit of Max 
Verstappen. The political tussle around 
Andretti’s Formula 1 application. Plus all 
the bewildering departures at the FIA 
and its president’s unpopular decisions. 
The 2024 season delivered on the track but there was no 
shortage of news off it either. Rarely has there been such 
widespread political turbulence, involving so many different 
parties, over the course of an F1 season. 


The investigation into Christian Horner 
News broke on 5 February that Horner was facing an internal 
investigation following allegations from a female colleague of 
inappropriate behaviour. The complaint was being handled by 
Red Bull's HQ in Austria. In a short statement, it confirmed that 
the investigation was being conducted by an external lawyer 
and that the accusation was being taken seriously. 

Horner, who had always denied any wrongdoing, took part in 
the team’s launch of the RB20, where he was awkwardly centre 
stage. Unsurprisingly, questions about the ongoing investigation 
were made off-limits but Horner continued to deny the allegations. 
It was evident that he was feeling the strain of media interest that 
had filtered into his private life. 

At the season-opening Bahrain Grand Prix, Red Bull's rivals 
called for transparency, urging the FIA to intervene. There were 
suspicions that their attempts to lob grenades in Red Bull’s 
direction were intended to further unsettle the team. The pressure 
exerted on Horner and Red Bull appeared insurmountable. 

But all that changed with another short press release issued 
from Austria on Wednesday 28 February. It said: “The independent 
investigation into the allegations made against Mr Horner is 
complete, and Red Bull can confirm that the grievance has been 
dismissed.” It added: “The investigation report is confidential and 
contains the private information of the parties and third parties 
who assisted in the investigation, and therefore we will not be 
commenting further out of respect for all concerned.” 

But it wasn’t ‘case closed’. Almost 24 hours to the minute later, 


“What had started out as an 
investigation into Horner 
escalated into an outright 
war of words at Red Bull” 
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an anonymous email dropped to key figures in F1, including 
journalists, claiming to be evidence of WhatsApp exchanges 
between the two parties. The email distribution list and its 
contents were designed to have maximum impact and smash 
Horner from having any further existence in F1. 

The incendiary email drew a fierce reaction from Jos 
Verstappen, who commented that “the team is in danger of being 
torn apart. It can’t go on the way it is. It will explode. He [Horner] 
is playing the victim, when he is the one causing the problems.” 

Verstappen Sr’s criticism, coupled with Horner’s defence, 
quickly escalated and drew his son Max into the conflict. 

The reigning world champion was caught in no man’s land 
between his dad and his boss. 

Ahead of the Saudi Arabian GP, however, Verstappen was asked 
to pick sides. He ultimately went with his father: “He is always 
very outspoken. He is not a liar, that’s for sure. My dad and I are 
very close. We call every day even if he is not around. But Iam 
not a guy who likes to speak a lot about certain stuff and I just 
want to focus on the driving, and if there are issues we try to 
resolve it within the team.” 

The grievance against Horner, which was ultimately dismissed, 
had placed a huge strain on his relationship with his star driver, 
Verstappen Sr and the team. Was it this messy, disruptive saga that 
convinced Adrian Newey to jump ship to Aston Martin? And was 
it also a contributing factor in Jonathan Wheatley’s departure as 
sporting director? Red Bull had been dragged through the mud 
off the back of such a dominant 2023. 


The battle for Red Bull supremacy 


What had started out as an investigation into Horner escalated 
into an outright war of words within Red Bull. On the surface, 
what had seemed like Horner going head-to-head with Jos 
Verstappen quickly became a wider conflict that stretched 
deep into the heart of the parent company. 

Horner’s future was rooted in the leadership of Red Bull GmbH, 
with reports of a division in opinions of the Austrian-run business 
that had a Thai majority shareholder. The subplot was intriguing, 
stoked by accusations of a power vacuum caused by the passing 
of Red Bull co-founder Dietrich Mateschitz in 2022. The Austrian 
side of the business was being headed up by Oliver Mintzlaff, the 
former Red Bull Leipzig CEO who had taken a more prominent 
role in the energy drink’s business. Yet crucially for Horner, he 
had the support of majority shareholder Chalerm Yoovidhya. 

The Thai is the son of co-founder Chaleo Yoovidhya, who died in 
2012. Yoovidhya Jr owns 51% of the Red Bull company and has the 
power of veto on shareholder decisions, and he is therefore a 
powerful ally for Horner. Yoovidhya and his wife Daranee 
attended the race in Bahrain when Horner was at his lowest 
ebb and held a very public show of support, meeting Horner 
and his wife Geri at a table outside the team’s hospitality >> 
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unit in full view of the paddock. 

The sight of the allegiance stirred up whispers that it riled 
those in Austria who were trying to remove Horner from 
power. At the following race in Saudi Arabia, it was 
Mintzlaff’s turn to attend - only he kept a low profile 
and it was impossible to identify Horner’s fate. 

It was not until May, in an interview with Bild Am Sonntag, that 
Mintzlaff finally made clear that he was fully supportive of Horner: 
“He only has the team’s success in mind and is a very good CEO.” 

It was horrendously messy and left some wondering whether 
the full effects of that row are still to be seen. If indeed Newey’s 
departure was a consequence of the rift, then Red Bull could feel 
the impact when the new rules arrive for 2026. Horner has placed 
his faith in Pierre Wache but, should he falter, pinning the 
performance drop on Newey’s loss would be all too easy. 


Wolff’s attempts to sign Verstappen 

As if there was not enough turmoil for the world champion to 
contend with, Verstappen Jr was the subject of a long and drawn- 
out pursuit by Mercedes boss Wolff. Having seen Lewis Hamilton 
catch him cold by signing for Ferrari, Wolff centred his attention 
on Verstappen, looking to exploit the fractious relationship at 
Red Bull. Wolff simply would not accept no for an answer, even 
when at the Austrian GP Verstappen had openly pledged his 
immediate future to Red Bull. 

Was Wolff living in denial or just doing all he could to ensure he 
gave himself the best chance of signing Verstappen after letting 
him slip through his grasp in 2014? Even after Wolff had confirmed 
Andrea Kimi Antonelli for the 2025 season, the Austrian would not 
relinquish the fight. Not until October did Wolff admit it was right 
to stop “flirting” with Verstappen. 

Speaking to Autosport he said: “We're sitting back. I think I’ve 
expressed it before, and we have a similar view also from Max’s 


Wolff in conversation with 


Raymond Vermeulen, Max 
—: manager 
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The Andrettis fought 
a frosty rejection of 
their F1 entry plans 


TRIENITZ 


side: you've got to put faith in your drivers or in your team. 

You need to give it the maximum support you can to make it 

a success. And only if things go really wrong, will you consider 
other opportunities. For me, it’s like flirting outside whilst you're 
making your relationship work. It doesn’t work, I’m not flirting 
outside. Only if I want to have a change, or consider a change, 
would I seek a conversation. And it is the same on his side. 
We're pretty aligned in our values on that.” 

Nonetheless, Wolff’s persistence had drawn heavy criticism 
from his old foe Horner, the two having a barbed conversation at 
the season finale, with Wolff calling the Red Bull boss a “yapping 
little terrier” following Verstappen’s spat with George Russell. 


Andrettt’s application to join F1 

Possibly the best U-turn of the season came in the form of the 
Andretti-Cadillac bid to join F1. In January, FOM had declared, 
in what was seen as a rather damning press release, that it 

was turning down the application. The statement read: “Our 
assessment process has established that the presence of an 11th 
team would not, on its own, provide value to the championship. 
The most significant way in which a new entrant would bring 
value is by being competitive. We do not believe that the 
applicant would be a competitive participant.” 

The reaction to the rather snooty statement was understandable 
and unsurprising. It made absolutely no sense to turn the 
application down and smacked of teams’ unwillingness to 
relinquish a share of the spoils, despite the obvious benefits 
of such a huge car brand joining the series. 

Andretti came back swinging. Michael Andretti made his 
thoughts on his rejection known, and took his complaint to 
American politicians and the Department for Justice, which 
subsequently started its own investigation. It was all rather 
unsavoury and went against the FIA’s mandate to grow the sport. 


Verstappen speaks with 
Mohammed Ben Sulayem 


MAUGER 


Staff turnover and 
a feisty boss sum 
up the FIA’s year 


After all, one of the reasons for the introduction of a cost cap was 
to encourage a new entrant into F1. FIA president Mohammed Ben 
Sulayem, who had previously led calls for more teams on the grid, 
urged Andretti and its partner General Motors to “go and buy 
another team, not to come as the 11th team”. 

Andretti was unwavering in its stance and continued to hire 
staff, pressing ahead with plans to build a car for 2026. The 
mud-slinging between Andretti, F1, its teams and the FIA 
continued until FOM reversed its decision to close the door. 

On 25 November, a deal in principle was agreed for GM’s 
Cadillac brand - rather than Andretti, who had upset folk in F1 
with his criticism - to join F1 in 2026. It was all handled terribly 
and left plenty of ill-feeling in the paddock. Somehow, a positive 
story that would have signalled clear growth in the sport, anda 
move that would also be a crowd-pleaser in the US, had turned 
into a mess and made F1 look arrogant. 


Political strife at the FIA 


There have been so many departures at the FIA, motorsport’s 
governing body, over the past 12 months that it has become 
difficult to keep count. The long list of those to leave includes 
sporting director Steve Nielsen, technical director Tim Goss, chief 
executive officer Natalie Robyn, head of motorsport for women 
commission Deborah Mayer, secretary general of mobility Jacob 
Bangsgaard, director of communications Luke Skipper, senior 
steward Tim Mayer, deputy F2 race director Janette Tan and F1 
race director Niels Wittich. On 5 December, Andrew Wheatley 

left his position as the road sport director. 

The rate of staff either leaving their posts or being axed was, and 
remains, somewhat alarming. The timing of Wittich’s departure, 
after the Brazilian GP and before the final triple-header with the 
drivers’ and constructors’ titles at stake, was baffling. Information 


The off-track dramas 


“We do not believe that the 
applicant [Andretti] would 
be a competitive participant. 
It would not provide value” 


around the move was also lacking. His replacement Rui Marques 
was well and truly thrown in the deep end. 

One person who spoke out was Mayer, who accused the FIA 
president of taking “offence” at an appeal by the Circuit of The 
Americas, host of the United States GP in Austin. Ben Sulayem 
has since heightened concerns about his governance of the FIA, 
having sought to make changes to the rules that would restrict 
the powers of the audit and ethics committees. 

David Richards, chairman of Motorsport UK, had said he was 
“concerned that major organisations around the world would 
refuse to work with the FIA if it did not reflect the highest 
standards of corporate governance, as befits our sport”. But 
Ben Sulayem, who currently appears to face an uncontested 
election next December for another term as FIA president, 
remained in bullish mood. 

In an exclusive interview with Autosport in September, Ben 
Sulayem made his thoughts about the crackdown on drivers 
swearing clear: “We have to differentiate between our sport - 
motorsport - and rap music. We’re not rappers, you know. 

They say the F-word how many times per minute? We are not 
on that. That’s them and we are [us].” This analysis drew a 
response from Hamilton, who said there was a “racial 
element” to the choice of words used by Ben Sulayem. 

Undeterred, Ben Sulayem pushed ahead with his campaign. 
Verstappen was hit with a community service order for swearing 
during a live press conference, while Charles Leclerc was fined for 
also cursing during an interview. The punishment drew a furious 
reaction from Verstappen, who sought to conduct his own press 
conference, free from the threat of punishment, where he 
expressed his dissatisfaction with the directive. 

Ben Sulayem also found himself the subject of a pointed 
statement from the Grand Prix Drivers’ Association: “We urge the 
FIA president to also consider his own tone and language when 
talking to our member drivers, or indeed about them, whether ina 
public forum or otherwise. Further, our members are adults, they 
do not need to be given instructions via the media, about matters 
as trivial as the wearing of jewellery and underpants.” 

Unwavering, Ben Sulayem doubled down in his response, 
telling them it was “none of their business”, serving to increase 
the drivers’ tensions with the organisation. It also leaves 
relationships delicately poised with FOM. 

There is a growing feeling of discontent with the president and 
his running of the FIA, which has put him on a collision course 
with F1 and its owner Liberty Media. If his actions continue to 
upset and annoy, then it is inevitable that the two will clash. 

If the 2025 season is anything like as politically heated as 2024, 
then things could get very interesting indeed. 4” 
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Top 10 Formula 1 stories 
on Autosport.com of 2024 


* ACCURATE AS OF 10 DECEMBER 2024 
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Horner investigated 
amid Red Bull war 


Pre-season is dominated by Red Bull internal 
affairs centred on allegedly inappropriate 
messages sent by Christian Horner to a female 
employee. Despite Horner being cleared, Jos 
Verstappen said the squad risked being “torn 
apart” if the team principal remained in position. 
Horner survived, while Helmut Marko kept his 
place having faced disciplinary action over leaks. 
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Hamilton’s Ferrari switch 
starts driver market frenzy 


Lewis Hamilton’s decision to leave Mercedes 
for Ferrari sent the driver market into overdrive, 
triggering Carlos Sainz’s Williams move and 
Andrea Kimi Antonelli’s naming as Hamilton’s 
successor. The transfer was never far from 

the headlines, as details emerged from the 
initial conversations to Toto Wolff’s “shelf life” 
comments about his soon-to-be former driver. 


MAUGER 


Newey departs Red Bull 
for Aston Martin 


Adrian Newey’s departure from Red Bull grabbed 
headlines when it was announced in the run-up 
to May’s Miami GP. That set almost the entire 
grid clamouring for the services of the design 
legend, who in September signed for Aston 
Martin after being given a private tour of the 
team’s new Silverstone campus and facilities. 

He will start work there in March 2025. 


A rundown of the biggest news stories of the year from F1* 


BAGNALL 


Mercedes calls police 
over sabotage email 


Mercedes called in the police to investigate 

an anonymous email that accused the team 

of sabotaging Lewis Hamilton. The accuser 
suspected foul play that focused on Hamilton’s 
car, strategy and mental health. At the Spanish 
GP, team boss Toto Wolff said the police were 
involved, having confirmed that it was not an 
employee behind the email. 


ROMNEY 


Teams test rules as 
FIA keeps a close eye 


F1 development wars are an ever-present talking 
point and in 2024 multiple technical intrigues 
kept the FIA busy policing and tightening 
loopholes. This year the spotlight fell on front 
wing flex tests, McLaren’s ‘mini-DRS’ rear wing, 
Red Bull’s adjustable front bib and a suspected 
tyre water cooling trick, which were each 
scrutinised and clarified by the governing body. 
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Perez's Red Bull future 
remains in doubt 


Another running saga was Sergio Perez’s 

Red Bull future, with a new two-year contract 
announced in June not arresting his slump in 
form. After a crunch decision over the summer 
break to retain the Mexican, he remained certain 
of his position despite reports pointing to Liam 
Lawson taking his place from 2025, with a final 
call to be made by Red Bull shareholders. 
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Russell loses Belgian GP 
win for underweight car 


George Russell’s disqualification from Belgian 
GP victory came as a shock given there was 

no suspicion or clear indication of wrongdoing 
and left Mercedes flummoxed. But when the FIA 
scales revealed his car was 1.5kg underweight in 
post-race scrutineering, the missing mass came 
from a combination of high tyre and plank wear, 
plus Russell’s own weight loss during the race. 


V4 


Aston Martin officially announces Newey capture 


Design guru Newey to become shareholder at Aston Martin F1 team while leading 2026 
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Verstappen’s rage against... 


nearly everyone 


As Red Bull’s performance waned and the title 
fight pressure intensified, Max Verstappen aimed 
his frustrations at numerous places: his critics, 
Red Bull’s strategists, the FIA stewards and 
George Russell. Only after his route to a fourth 
title looked assured did Verstappen’s anger fade 
- except towards Russell, and the pair had a spat 
in the Qatar GP stewards’ office to end the year. 


GALSTAD 


GM gets green light to 
become F1’s 11th team 


In late January, Andretti’s bid to join the grid was 
rejected by F1, but 10 months on and a General 
Motors entry will be welcomed into grand prix 
racing in 2026. The new team still has Andretti 
links, with Mario Andretti named a director, 

but since son Michael stepped down from 

the day-to-day running of the organisation 

it greased the wheels on the project. 


Hamilton set to make shock switch to Ferrari in Fi 2025 
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Steiner leaves Haas and 
they sue each other 


The year started with Guenther Steiner not 
having his contract renewed by Haas, and Ayao 
Komatsu taking up the team principal role. The 
Japanese engineer guided the squad to seventh 
place in the constructors’ championship and 
also secured a partnership with Toyota, while 
Haas and Steiner took each other to court over 
separate trademark and employment cases. 
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F1 season review 


The year in numbers 


Compiled by Forix.Autosport.com and Kevin Turner 


Drivers’ standings 


POS DRIVER BHR SAU AUS JPN CHN MIA EMI MCO CAN ESP AUT GBR HUN BEL NLD ITA AZE SGP USA MEX BRA LV QAT ARE PTS 
1 MaxVerstappen 1st Ist R Ist 1st 2nd Ist 6th Ist 1st Sth 2nd Sth 4th 2nd 6th Sth 2nd 3rd 6th Ist Sth IAst 6th 437 
2 Lando Norris 6th 8th 3rd 5th 2nd Ast 2nd 4th 2nd 2nd 20th 3rd 2nd Sth Ast 3rd 4th ist 4th 2nd 6th 6th 10th 1st 374 
3 CharlesLeclerc 4th 3rd 2nd 4th 4th 3rd 3rd ist R 5th 11th 14th 4th 3rd 3rd ist 2nd Sth ist 3rd 5th 4th 2nd 3rd 356 
4 Oscar Piastri 8th 4th 4th 8th 8th 13th 4th 2nd 5th 7th 2nd 4th Ast 2nd 4th 2nd Ast 3rd Sth 8th sth 7th 3rd 10th 292 
5 Carlos Sainz 3rd DNS ist 3rd 5th Sth 5th 3rd R 6th 3rd Sth 6th 6th Sth 4th 18th 7th 2nd Ist R 3rd 6th 2nd 290 
6 George Russell 5th 6th 17th 7th 6th 8sth 7th Sth 3rd 4th 1st R  8sth DNQ 7th 7th 3rd 4th 6th Sth 4th ist 4th Sth 245 
7 Lewis Hamilton 7th 9th R 9th 9th 6th 6th 7th 4th 3rd 4th 1st 3rd 1st 8th 5th 9th 6th R 4th 10th 2nd 12th 4th 223 
8 Sergio Perez 2nd 2nd 5th 2nd 3rd 4th = 8th R R 8th 7th 17th 7th 7th 6th 8th 17th 10th 7th 17th 11th 10th R R 152 
9 FernandoAlonso 9th 5th 8sth 6th 7th 9th 19th llth 6th 12th 18th 8th 11th 8th 10th llth 6th 8th 13th R 14th llth 7th 9th 70 


10 Pierre Gasly 18th R 13th 16th 13th 12th 16th 10th 9th 9th 10th DNS R_= 13th 9th 15th 12th 17th 12th 10th 3rd R 5th 7th 42 
11 NicoHulkenberg 16th 10th 9th 11th 10th llth 11th R  1ith 11th 6th 6th 13th 18th 11th 17th 11th 9th 8th 9th EX 8th R 8th 41 
12 Yuki Tsunoda 14th 15th 7th 10th R 7th 10th 8th 14th 19th 14th 10th 9th 16th 17th R R 12th 14th R_ 7th 9th 13th 12th 30 


13 Lance Stroll 10th R 6th 12th 15th 17th 9th 14th 7th 14th 13th 7th 10th 11th 13th 19th 19th 14th 15th 11th DNS 15th R 14th 24 
14 Esteban Ocon 17th 13th 16th 15th 11th 10th 14th R= 10th 10th 12th 16th 18th 9th 15th 14th 15th 13th 18th 13th 2nd 17th R 2 23 
15 KevinMagnussen 12th 12th 10th 13th 16th 19th 12th R 12th 17th 8th 12th 15th 14th 18th 10th - 19th 11th 7th - 12th 9th 16th 16 


16 AlexanderAlbon 15th 11th 11th R 12th 18th R 9th R_= 18th 15th 9th 14th 12th 14th 9th 7th R 16th R DNS R_= 15th 11th 12 


17 DanielRicciardo 13th 16th 12th R R 15th 13th 12th 8th 15th 9th 13th 12th 10th 12th 13th 13th 18th - = = = = = 12 
18 Ollie Bearman - Tth = - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 10th - - - 12th - - - 7 
19 FrancoColapinto’~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 12th 8th llth 10th 12th R 14th R R 5 
20 Zhou Guanyu llth 18th 15th R= 14th 14th 15th 16th 15th 13th 17th 18th 19th R 20th 18th 14th 15th 19th 15th 15th 13th 8th 13th 4 
21 Liam Lawson - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9th 16th 9th 16th 14th 17th 4 
22 Valtteri Bottas 19th 17th 14th 14th R_~ 16th 18th 13th 13th 16th 16th 15th 16th 15th 19th 16th 16th 16th 17th 14th 13th 18th 11th R 0 
23 LoganSargeant 20th 14th DNS 17th 17th R= 17th 15th R_ 20th 19th 11th 17th 17th 16th - = = = = = - = = 0 
24 Jack Doohan - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 15th 0 


CALENDAR 1 Bahrain GP (sakhir), 2 Saudi Arabian GP (Jeddah), 3 Australian GP (Melbourne), 4 Japanese GP (Suzuka), 5 Chinese GP (Shanghai), 6 Miami GP (miami), 7 Emilia Romagna GP (Imola), 
8 Monaco GP (Monte Carlo), 9 Canadian GP (Montreal), 10 Spanish GP (Barcelona), 11 Austrian GP (Red Bull Ring), 12 British GP (silverstone), 13 Hungarian GP (Hungaroring), 14 Belgian GP (Spa), 

15 Dutch GP (Zandvoort), 16 Italian GP (Monza), 17 Azerbaijan GP (Baku), 18 Singapore GP (marina Bay), 19 United States GP (Austin), 20 Mexico City GP (Mexico City), 21 Brazilian GP (interlagos), 

22 Las Vegas GP (Las Vegas), 23 Qatar GP (Losail), 24 Abu Dhabi GP (Yas Marina). SPRINT RACES took place in China, Miami, Austria, USA, Brazil and Qatar. 


Constructors’ standings 


POS DRIVER BHR SAU AUS JPN CHN MIA EMI MCO CAN ESP AUT GBR HUN BEL NLD ITA AZE SGP USA MEX BRA LV-~ QAT ARE PTS 
1 McLaren 12 16 27 14 #2 28 30 30 28 #2 31 27 43 28 38 #+%34 38 40 28 22 27 #=:.%15 32 26 666 
2. Ferrari 27 22 44 27 31 36 25 40 0 18 21 il 200 062306250637)60 C18 S16 55 402002 85 333 GD 
3 RedBull 44 43 10 44 54 44 29 8 2 ) 2 i 16 i a i i160 Id ww 8 S226 8 589 
4 Mercedes 16 =610 0 8 18 12 15 17? 28 27 45 25 20 25 10 16 #17 «20 6150 « 2206«6160643)062106 622) «6468 
5 Aston Martin 3 i) a 8 Uf 2 2 0 14 0 0 10 al 4 il 0 8 4 0 0 0 0 6 2 94 
6 Alpine 0 0 0 0 0 al 0 1 3 3 1 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 35 0 10 6 65 
7 Haas 0 al 3 0 al 2 0 0 0 0 12 8 0 0 0 1 1 2 7 8 0 4 4 4 58 
8 RB 0 0 6 1 0 12 1 4 4 0 2 1 2 Al 0 0 0 0 2 0 8 2 0 0 46 
9 Williams 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 10 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 17 
10 Sauber 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 


Average qualifying positions (prior to grid penalties being applied, excluding sprints) 
24 Doohan ‘eraeee~ 22 Sargeant or here~ 20 Bottas 18 Ocon 16 Gasly 14 Albon eo. 
20.00 17.50 15.17 ottaro. 1443 we 0- 13.12 attire. > 96 
a a 
23 ae 21 Colapinto 19 ogg eg 17 aeons 15 Bearman 13 ori 
feeiire. (1:0: ttre. 357: etre. 150 322. ieee “i500 Sere. os 
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Statistics 
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motorsport 


Motorsport Stats is the pre-eminent provider of motorsport data to media owners, rights-holders, 
bookmakers and sponsors. Its data services are founded on the world’s largest repository of 
racing results dating back to 1897. For more information contact sales@motorsportstats.com 


STATS 


Wins cps) Big number 
PER DRIVER PER CONSTRUCTOR 
Max Verstappen 9 9 Red Bull 
Lando Norris 4 | - 
6 McLaren 
Charles Leclerc 3 | 
Carlos Sainz 2 | 1 | eae 
George Russell 2 | 
Lewis Hamilton 2 | | eepeae The 2024 season was the 12th 


Oscar Piastri 2 | 


Pole positions (crs) 


since the Fl constructors’ championship 
began in 1958 when the drivers’ 

and constructors’ titles were 

won by different teams 


PER DRIVER PER CONSTRUCTOR 
Max Verstappen 8 8 Red Bull Driver supertimes 
DRIVER SUPERTIMES (%) 
(andenords 8 6 Netaren Max Verstappen 100.210 
Lando Norris 100.321 
George Russell 4 | | 4 Ferrari Oscar Piastri 100.480 
Charles Leclerc 3 | Charles Leclerc 100.554 
CarlosSainz 1 ! ees 
INZ = 
George Russell 100.609 
Fastest laps (GPs) Carlos Sainz 100.641 
PER DRIVER PER CONSTRUCTOR Lewis Hamilton 100.861 
Lando Norris 6 # Kickarsh Sergio Perez 101.125 
Fernando Alonso 101.252 
Max Verstappen 3 | Nico Hulkenberg 101.399 
4 Red Bull Yuki Tsunoda 101.467 
Charles Leclerc 3 
Pierre Gasly 101.551 
Peleneereange2 | 4 Ferrari Liam Lawson 101.559 
George Russell 2. | Alex Albon 101.582 
Lewis Hami 2 
ewis Hamilton 2 | e erendes Lance Stroll 101.609 
Oscar Piastri 1 | 
CarlosSainz1 | Daniel Ricciardo 101.685 
. 2 Aston Martin 
Sees Petsz 1 | Kevin Magnussen 101.719 
Daniel Ricciardo 1 1 1 RB 
EstebanOcon 1 | 1 Alpine Franco Colapinto 101.750 
Kevin Magnussen 1 | 1 Haas ‘ 
Valtteri Bottas 101.965 
Esteban Ocon 101.972 
Sprint races Logan Sargeant 102.299 
Wins Pole positions Fastest laps Top scorers Zhou Guanyu 102.554 
Max Verstappen 4 Max Verstappen Max Verstappen 3 Max Verstappen 38 Excludes Ollie Bearman (101.326) and Jack 
vando Noriis 1 Lando Norié Lando Nore 1 Lando Norris 30 Doohan (101.828). Supertimes are based on 
Charles Leclerc 29 the fastest single lap by each car at each 
Oscar Piastri 1 Oscar Piastri Sergio Perez il : race weekend, expressed as a percentage 
Carlos Sainz 28 . 
chased i — of the fastest single lap overall (100.000%) 
eet, Oscar Piastri 27 and averaged over the season. 
12 Lawson 10 Tsunoda 8 Perez 6 Sainz 4 Leclerc 2 Norris 
12.67 11.12 925 @liiimre. <>; Qiilre. <3; 3.58 
v rs v a v a v a v a v a 


3 Russell 


@aliwre. 57 


5 Piastri 


7 Hamilton 
GGihere. 9: Qeiiwre. 52 


9 Alonso 


11 Hulkenberg 1 Verstappen 
‘eenlere. (| Weeleree ss @iiiere. 2) 
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F1 season review 


Raced laps per driver (rs) 


® Oscar Piastri 1444 
® LandoNorris 1437 
® George Russell 1423 
® Charles Leclerc 1413 
® Max Verstappen 1389 
LLL SFernando Alonso 1380 
NB Valtteri Bottas 1360 
i BH OLewis Hamilton 1346 
mB Zhou Guanyu 1345 
NB Carlos Sainz 1343 
Ce Nico Hulkenberg 1301 
Re Sergio Perez 1264 
nnn BF Lance Stroll 1264 
eB Pierre Gasly 1262 
eB Yuki Tsunoda 1249 
i BW Esteban Ocon 1236 
Le Kevin Magnussen 1233 
LL Alex Albon 1139 
rr ODaniel Ricciardo 996 
LeaLLLLeLeeo_xoo_vo0_LeeaLaeaaaaee lB Logan Sargeant 769 

LLM Franco Colapinto 397 

Se ELiam Lawson 357 


eB Ollie Bearman 170 If all sessions are included, Charles Leclerc 
M88 Jack Doohan 57 completed more laps (3438) than any other driver. 
Podium finishes (crs) Q3 appearances (cps) 


PER DRIVER PER CONSTRUCTOR DRIVER 
Max Verstappen 14 Norris 23 Sainz 21 Tsunoda 11 Magnussen 3 
a2 Fe nell Piastri 23 Hamilton 18 Albon 7 Ricciardo 3 
Russell 23 Alonso 16 Gasly 7 Bottas 2 
Charles Leclerc 13 . 
Verstappen 23 Perez 15 Stroll 7 Colapinto 1 
Leclerc 21 Hulkenberg 11 Ocon 4 Lawson 1 
21 McLaren 


18 Red Bull , I () 


9 Mercedes 


Carlos Sainz 9 


Oscar Piastri 8 


Lando Norris 13 | 


Lewis Hamilton 5 | . 


Sergio Perez 4 | 


George Russell 4 | } Kevin Magnussen received more time 


Pierre Gasly 1 ———t | 2 Alpine penalties than any other driver (110 


Esteban Ocon 1/ seconds). Max Verstappen lost more 
grid spots to penalties than any other 
driver, excluding back-of-grid penalties. 


PER CONSTRUCTOR 
oT head-to-head rs) 


Verstappen Perez 


ASENOV/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


Laps led (rs) 


PER DRIVER 


Max Verstappen 560 561 Red Bull 
BP Hamilton 5 Se 19 Russell 
Leclerc 14 DE =) ~~ OO Sainz 
(_g Leclerc 1 SCO Bearman 
sil Norris 20 Dee ts«@(K.s« Psst ri 
Perez’s one la A 1: 
Lando Norris 271 z Pp a : 5 — 
x __—_—_— 
394 McLaren ees eenal 
Gasly 1. fr"— 10 Ocon 
LU i 
Charles Leclerc 172 | Albon 7 1 Colapinto 
Sargeant O87 130 Albon 
ic 
George Russell 138 | Tuneds 2 @. Lawson 
306 Ferrari Riccardo 5 12S“ Tsunoda 
Carlos Sainz 134 | Zhou 3 Sa - 20 Bottas 
Magnussen Ss 15 Hulkenberg 
Oscar Piastri 123 — Hulkenberg 0 2 Bearman 


Lewis Hamilton 314, age Meleedes 


Esteban Ocon 141! 
Sergio Perez 1“ ~ 


Events removed when one driver in a team could not record a representative lap time 
14 Alpine for reasons outside their control. 
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